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MADAM, 
WORK, the peculiar deſign of which 


is to inſtruct the ladies in the art of epiſ- 
tolary writing, of which you are ſo pertett a 
miſtreſs, to add that engaging and moſt uſeful 
r e to thoſe they are naturally poſſeſ- 
ed of, can be addreſſed to no verfon with 

ſuch propriety as to my ſovereign ; whoſe 
pre-eminence 1n every female accompliſhment, 
as well as her exalted ſtation, juſtly places her 
at the head of the Britiſſi fair; whole piety, 
whole conjugal and maternal excellencies, 
will for ever render her an illuſtrious exam- 
ple to her {ex in preſent and future times. 
; 0 Accept. 


2 DEED ICH TI 0.5 
Accept then, moſt gracious Queen, theſe 
well-meant endeavours of one whoſe” higheft X 


ambition it is to be of ſervice to the riſing ge- 
neration. E 
That your Majeſty may long enjoy all the 
bleſſings of this life, that your domeſtic hap- 
pineſs may be unmixed with the leaſt diſturb. 
_ or anxiety, is the ſincere wiſh and pray. 
er of, 5 f 
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Your moſt dutiful Subject, 2 


And moſt obedient, | 1 
Moſt humble Servant, 1 

N 2 N — 
The EpiTtoR, | 
= 


”” 1 


PRE- I 


* «©. * N Pe © : 
1 3 N 
42 


- 


3 „ — - A reg ag _ 
> ct 


N E FA Cc 


THAT no book of this kind has ever been 
1 thought of for the uſe of the fair ſex 

articularly, has often raiſed my wonder; 
| Ap calculated for their uſe and inſtruction, 
being ſcattered promiſcouſly throughout moſt 
of the publications I have ſeen, and many 
even of thoſe ſelected with very little judg- 
ment. To remedy this defect, I have taken 
great pains to gather, from every former com- 

ilation, the very beſt and moſt approved 
Rs of female epiſtolary writing, rejecting 


the numerous idle and improper letters to be 
Found in them all. Moſt of thoſe I have 
-made choice of, at tlie ſarhe time that they 


render the fair reader miſtreſs of an elegant 
ſtile, are fraught with ſuch inſtructions as 


cannot fail ot having the beſt effect upon her 


mind; inculcating che practice of every mo- 
ral and ſocial duty, and tending to make her 
happy, by making her wiſe and virtuous. 
Others are replete with entertainment, and 
all of them the production of the moſt celebrat- 
ed authors, To theſe I have added many 
any. nw letters never before publiſhed ; and 
as they are not the iſſue of my own pen, but 
ſupphed by the friendſhip of perſons of appro» 
ved ſenſe and delicate manners, I may, with- 

2 A out 


4 re, 


oet any impropriety, ſay that they are not in- 
fect bo t — Gas foolten * | 

Chaſtity and purity of ſentiment has been 
conſulted in this compilation ; nothing tri- 
fling or abſurd 1s to be found therein. | 

aſhion has introduced the method of ſend- 

ing meſſages on cards; and therefore I have 
 Inlerted ſeyeral forms thereof, which may be 
yaried as circumſtances require. | 

In a word, nothing is omitted that can ren- 
der this book a pointe, uſeful, and entertein- 
ing companion for the fair ſex, of every age 
and ſtation in life, WARD | 
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HE little attention paid to the inflruftion of 

the fair and moſt amiable ſex, in the art of 
etter-writing, is too viſible to be denied; and, though 
Nature has beſtowed on them a delicacy and eaſe of 


NR 
leir ghts to 


paper (ſaving a very few extraordinary ihflances) 
nothing can appear, in general, more trifling and 
ef empty than their language and ſentiments: whereas 
* the epiſtolary ſtile and manner may be as eaſily ac- 
quired, as the knowledge of any branch of domeſtic 
* employment or cxconomy., 
Wee welt know, that the ſofter ſex are bleſſed with 
ſuch nice diſcernment, and the Almighty has added 
9 to their engaging forms ſuch a quickneſs and readi- 
| 9 neſs of apprehenſion, as abundantly facilitate the taſk 
5 of opening their minds, and the cares beſtowed upon 
* their education. So that no more ſeemed neceſſary 


than to lay before them examples of elegant letters on 


expreſſion calculated at once to d t an 


the heart, yet when they comm 


B every 
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every uſeful as well as entertaining ſubjett, that, by 


frequent peruſal and imitation, they may attain that 


ſo defirable addition to their other embelliſhments 
the art of conduQting their epiſtolary correſpondence 
with beauty and propriety, It is well known that the 
ladies abroad, particularly in France, value them- 
ſelves and are greatly extolled for their {kill in wri- 
ting letters; and ſurely the Britiſſi fair are not infe- 
rior to them in underſtanding; and when ſuch a me- 
thod, as the following pages exhibit, is planned out 
for them, we may expect they will equal, nay ex- 
ceed the Lamberts, Sevignes, and the D' Anozs's of 
our rival neighbours, in the graces of the pen, as 
they excel in the charms of their perſons, 

If it is too general a complaint of the fair ladies, 
that when their huſbands or vers are removed, by 
buſineſs or the duties of their ſtations, from the im- 
mediate influence of their attractions, they frequently 
grow cool, or become inconflant and falſe ; letters 
are an expedient to charm at a diſtance, and to ſecure 
that empire over the mind, in abſence, (by the con- 


veyance of their fond wiſhes, their Janguiihments, 
"IP and 
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and the allurements of their underſtanding, to the 
remoteſt climes ; by wafting their ſighs from Indus 
to the Pole) that their perſonal beauties had acquired 
over the heart when preſent, and to inſure the ob- 
jeQts of their concern from levity and forgetfulneſs. 
In the joys of friendſhip, but particularly in the 
affairs of love, how wretched mult that woman be, 
who cannot give a becoming dreſs to her eſleem or 
her fondneſs by letter ! How mortifying to call in 
the aid of a third perſon, to intruſt, perhaps, not 


only a ſtranger, but a treacherous underminer, and 


Do, ſupplanter, with her deareſt, choiceſt ſecrets ; or, 


on the other hand, by her unmeaning, ill-ſpelt, un- 
ſentimental ſcrawl, to hazard the loſs of that eſteem 
or tenderneſs ſhe would wiſh ſhould laſt for ever. In 
ſhort, we may place the diſadvantages the want of 


F this knowledge lays them under, and the manifeſt 
benefits ariſing from a {kill in this matter, in as many 
lights as we pleaſe; it is only employing one's ſelf 
1 n in the idle taſk of proving a ſelf evident propoſition, 


which requires it no more than to prove that two and 
| | ny two 
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two make four, which no man in his ſenſes will deny: 
I ſhall therefore, without more words, endeavour to 
lay down ſome general rules for acquiring an eaſy 
ſlile and elegant manner of writing letters. 

The firſt and moſt evident ſtep the young lady, or 
others, ſhould take, ſhould be to attend to the many 
excellent letters, on every {ubjett, preſented to them 
in the following pages, which are ſo ſelected as to 
come home to every occaſion that can, almoſt, ariſe, 
in the courſe of their lives, as daughters, wives, mo- 
thers, relations, or friends. By frequently peruſing, 
copying, and imprinting the language of them on 

their memories, they will ſoon learn to expreſs them. 
ſelves with grace and freedom upon all manner of 
ſubjects. 

At the ſame time, converſation with the polite 
and intelligent part of their ſex, but above 
all the frequent peruſal of the moſt approved 
writing in cheir native tongue, as the lucrubat ious 
of the Sheckator, Tatler, Guardian, Rambler, Con- 
noifſeur, and Adventurer, (produthons which will 
ever be the ſlandards of fine ſenſe and fine writing: 

amongl} us) will aid them moſt powerfully in their 
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purſuits, and faſhion, not only their manner of vrit- 
ing, but their manner of thinking alſo ; for, if po- 
lite company inſpires an air of politeneſs, there can 
be not the leaſt doubt that reading the pureſt and 
politeſt authors, will have a ſimilar effect upon the 
manner of thinking and writing. Indeed, if my 
advice is taken, my fair readers ſhould learn firſt to 
ſpeak with becoming correttneſs and eaſe, and in 
their epiſtles expreſs themſelves, in the ſame terms, 
and with the ſame freedom and unconſtrained air, 
that they would in their common diſcourſe ; avoiding 
all affectation of hard words or ſublimity, and not 
committing the leaſt treſpaſs upon nature and com- 
mon ſenſe; at the ſame time uſing no mean, low, 
and common phraſes, which ſhould be left to thoſe 
walks in life which we will ſuppoſe moſt of our rea- 
ders to be fituated much-above. 

If our fair readers would write clearly, they muſt 


= endeavour firſt to think clearly, to revolve the mat- 
ter they are about to write upon in their minds, and 
hen to clothe their ſentiments in ſuch language as the 


thoughts immedietely diQtate, obſerving the quality 
of the perſon wrote to, as well as their own; for it 


B 3 would 
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would be abſurd to addreſs a lover with thoſe ex- 
preſſions that ſhould be uſed to a father, or to write 
as familiarly to a lady of quality, as to your wait- 
ing woman. 

When the letter is finiſhed, a careful reviſal of it 
will be neceſſary, and if it is thought expedient to 
eraſe out many expreſſions and ſubſtitute others, 
better liked, in their room, it would be better to 
tranſcribe the whole fairly over again, than to ex- 
pole a number of blots and interlineations to your 
correſpondents, 

I have ſubjoined ſome directions relating to the 
mechanical part of letter-writing, which may not 
be improper for perſons very ignorant in this re- 
ſpect: we are ſenſible the generality of ladies are 
well acquainted with ſuch things, and multiplying 


rules would be impertinent and confuſing ; when I 


declare I know no other method of forming a pure 


ſtile, and writing with grace and propriety, than that 
before given, waich, if the natural capacity 18 good, 
cannat fail of prod ucing the deſired effect; but if a 
deficiency of common ſenſe is laboured under, or 


nature has denied that acuteneſs to any reader, which 


{he 


* 
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ſhe generally beſtows molt particularly on the female 


ſex, I fear no inſtructions, no plan, though ever ſo 


plain and intelligible, will ſufhce : however, even 


to ſuch perſons, this little Secretary may afford a 
very uſeful and rational entertainment; they may 
inform their minds, though they cannot acquire a fa- 
cility in writing, and may be made wiſe, religious, 
and virtuous ; which will ſtand them in more ſtead 
than all the other accompliſhments of life. 

1. When you write to your ſuperiors, never make 
a poſtcript ; and (if poſſible) avoid it in letters to 
your equals ; eſpecially complimentary poſteripts to 
any of the perſon's family or relations, to whom you 
write; as it ſhews di ſrepect in your neglecting ſuch 
perſons in the body of your letter: wherefore it is 
beſt to keep up to form, if you write to the ancient, 
the grave, or the proud; ſuch perfons being moſt 
commonly jealous of diſreſpect, and expect to be 
treated with deference. 

2. When you write to your inferiors, you are at 
liberty to att as you think proper as to the laſt cau- 
nion; and take care, that you are not too familiar, 

or 
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or free in your ſtile, leſt it ſhould make you con- 
temptible. 
g. If your letter conſiſts of ſeveral paragraphs, be- 
gin every freſh, or new one, at the ſame diſtance 
from the left-hand margin of the paper, as when you 
began the ſubjett of your letter; always remember- 
ing, as you write on, to make your proper ſtops 3 
otherwiſe no perſon will be able to come at the ſenſe 
or meaning of your letter; which neglect very often 
cauſes miſtakes and miſunderſtandings : and be care- 
ful to put a period or full ſtop at the end of every 
paragraph, thus—. 
4. When the ſubject of your letter is finiſheds 
conclude it with the ſame addreſs as at firſt, as, Sir ; 
Madam or, May it pleaſe your Grace, Lordſhip, 
Ladyſhip, Sc. Sc. and always ſubſcribe your name 
in a larger hand than the body part of your letter. 
5. Letters ſhould be wrote on guarto fine gilt poſt 
to ſuperiors ; it to your equals, or inferiors, you 
are at your own option to uſe what ſort or ſize you 
pleaſe : but take care never to ſeal your letter with a 
wafer, uuleſs to the latter, 
RULES 


—— 


—— 


RULES FOR ADDRESSING 


PzRrS0Ns of DisTINGTION, 
Either in Writing or Diſcourſe. 
To the Royal FAMILY, 


O the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sire, 

or, May it pleaſe your Majelly, 
To his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, Sir, 
or, May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 

In the ſame Manner to the reſt of the Royal Fa- 
mily, altering the Addreſſes according to the differ- 
ent Ranks and Degrees of Dignity, 


To the NozB1LiTty, 


To his Grace A, Duke of S—, My Lord Duke, 
or, May it pleaſe your Grace ; or, your Grace, 

To the Moſt Noble G. Lord Marquis of H. 
My Lord Marquis, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Hon, A, Earl of B—. My Lord, 
your Lordſhip, 

To the Right Hon. C. Lord Viſcount D—, 
My Lord, your Lordſhip. 


To 


—_— —— 


— ͥ ̃ 


— 
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To the Right Hon. E. Lord F—. My Lord, 
your Lordſhip. 
The Ladies are addreſſed according to the Rank 


of their Huſbands, 


The Sons of Dukes, Marquiſles, and the eldeſt 
Sons of Earls, have, by Courteſy of England, the 
Title of Lord, and Right Honourable : and the Ti- 
tle of Lady is given to their Daughters, 

The younger Sons of Earls, the Sons of Viſcounts 
and Barons, are ſtiled Honourable, and all their 
Daughters Honourable. 

The Title of Right Honourable is given to no 
Commoner, excepting thoſe who are Members of 
his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, and 
the three Lord-Mayors of London, York, and Dub- 
lin, and the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, during 
their Office, 


To the PARLIAMENT. 


To the Right Hanourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, My Lords, or, 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips. 

To the Right Honourable the Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgeſſes in Parliament aſſembled, Gentlemen, 


or, May it pleaſe your Honours. To 


Fl 
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To the Right Honourable A. O. Eſq. Speaker 
of the Houſe of Commons, who is generally one 
of his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, 
Sir, 


— — 
— 


To the CIE RCV. 


To the Moſt Reverend Father in God W. Id, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, My Lord, or, your 
Grace. i 

To the Right Reverend Father in God W, Lord. 

{ Biſhop of S. My Lord. 

F To the Right Reverend Father in God T. Ld. 

Biſhop of G. Lord Almoner to his Majeſty, My 
Lord, 

To the Reverend A. B. D. D. Dean of C. or 
Archdeacon or Chancellor of D. or Prebendary, 
&c. Reverend Doctor, Mr. Dean, Reverend Sir, &cc. 

All ReQtors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, and 


== Clergymen of other inferior Denominations, are 


7 ſtiled Reverend. | 
. To the Orxicers of his MajzestyY's Houſhold. 


They are for moſt part addreſſed according to their 
Rank or Quality, though ſumetimes agreeably to the 
Nature of their Office; as, My Lord Steward, my 

Lord 
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— 
Lond Chamberlain, Mr. Vice-Chamberlain, &c. 
and in all Superſcriptions of Letters, which relate 
to Gentlemen's Employments, their Stile of Office 
ſhould never be omitted; and if they have more Of- 
fices than one, you need mention only the higheſt, 


To the Couuiss ion ERS and OrrieERS of the 
| Civil LisTt., 


To the Right Honourable R. Earl of G. Lord 
Privy Seal, or Lord Preſident of the Council, or 
Lord Great Chamberlain; Earl Marſhal of England, 
one of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
'&c, My Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſion- 
ers of the Admiralty, or of the Treaſury, or of Trade 
and Plantations, &c. My Lords, your Lordſhips. 

The Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms, Exciſe, 
Stamp Office, Salt-Duty, Navy, &c. muſt be ſtiled 
Honourable ; and if any of them are Privy Coun- 
ſellots, it is uſual to ſtile them collectively, Right 
. Honourable, Sir, your Honour, 


To the Axwmy and Navy. 


In the Army all Noblemen are ſtiled according 
| | te 
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to their Rank, to which is added their Employ. 

To the Honourable A. B. Eſq. Lieutenant- 
General, Major General, Brigadier-General of his 
Majefly's Forces, Sir, your Honour. 

To the Right Honourable J. Earl of S. Contiia 
of his Majeſty's firſt Troop of Horſe-Guards, Band 
of Gentlemen Penſioners, Band of Yeoman of the 
| Guards, &c. My Lord, your Lordſhip, 

All Colonels are ſtiled Honourable ; all inferior 
Officers ſhould have the name of their Employment 
ſet firſt ; as for example, to Major W. C. to Cap- 
tain T. H. &c. 

In the Navy all Admirals are fliled Honourable, 
and Noblemen according to their Quality and Office, 
The other Officers according to their Rank in the 
Army. 


8 7o the AMBASSADORS, SECRETARIES, and 


Fa CoNSULS, 


All Ambaſſadors have the Title of Excellency 
added to their Qualities ; as have alſo all Plenipo- 
tentiaries, foreign Governors, and the Lords Juſti- 
ces of Ireland. 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his Bri- 
8 


tannic 
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en 


tannic Majelty's Envoy Extraordinary and Pleni- 


— — 


potentiary to the Ottoman Porte, Sir, your Excel- 
lency. 

To his Excellency E. F. Eſq. Ambaſſador to 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Sir, your Excellency. 

To his Excellency the Baron d' A, his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's Reſident at the Court of Great Britain, 
Sir, your Excellency. 

To Seignior W. C. Secretary from the Republic 
of Venice, Sir, 

To G. H. Eſq. his Britannic Majeſty's Con- 
ful at Smyrna, Sir, 


To the Ju pos and Lawyers. 


All Judges, if Privy Counſellers, are ſliled Right 
Honourable ; as for Inſtance, 

To the Right Honourable A. C. Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, My Ln, your Lord- 
ſhip. 

To the Right Honourable P, V. "Maſter of the 
Rolls, Sir, your Honour, 

To the Right Honourable T. N. Lord Chief 

Juſtice of the King's Bench, or of the Common- 
nh My Lord, your Lordſhip, 


To 
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To the Honourable A. H. Lord Chief Baron, 
Sir, or, may it pleaſe you, Sir. 

To the Right Honourable A. D. Eſq. one of 
the Juſtices, or to Judge T. Sir, or, may it pleaſe 
you, Sir. 

To Sir U. R. his Majeſty's Attorney, Sollicitor, 
or Advocate General, Sir. | 

All others in the Law, according to the Offices 


and Rank they bear, every Barriſter having the 
Title of Eſquire given him, 


To the LIEUTENANCY and MAG1STKACY,- 


To the Right Honourable G. Earl of C. Lord 
Lieutenant and Cuſtos Rotulorum of the County of 
Durham, My Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Houourable D. C. Knt. Lord 
Mayor of the City of e My Lord, your 
Lordſhip. 

All Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of 15 Peace 
have the Title of Eſq. and Worſhipful; as have all 
Sheriffs and Recorders. | 

The Aldermen and Recorder of London are 
ſtiled Right Worſhipful ; as are all Mayors of Cor- 
porations, except Lord Mayors, 


. C 2 To 
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To Q. L. Eſq. High Sheriff of the County of F l 
Y, Sir, your Worſhip. . 
To the Right Worſhipful F. F. Eſq. Alder. | 
man of Tower Ward, London, Sir, your Worſhip. Wt « 
To the Right Worſhipful C. D. Recorder of 

the City of London, Sir, your Worſhip, 
The Governors of Hoſpitals, Colleges, &e. which bh. X 


I; 


conſiſts of Magiſtrates, or have any ſuch among ] 
them, are ſliled Right Worſhipful, as their Titles 


To the GoverNoRs under the CRowN., | 


To his Excellency G. Lord S. Lord Lieutenant 3 
of Ireland, My Lord, your Excellency, 3 
To the Right Honourable C. Earl of D. Gover- 3 

nor of Doyer-Caftle, &c, My Lord, your Lordſhip. | | 7 
The ſecond Governors of Colonies appointed bl Wo, 
the King, are called Lieutenant Governors, . 

Thoſe appointed by Proprietors, as the Eaſt- In- 
dia Company, &c. are ſliled Deputy Governors, LN 


To IN cORTORATE Bopies. 


Incorporate Bodies are called Honourable ; as, MR 
To the Honourable Court of Direttors of the! 
united J ; 
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f MW urited Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt- 
Indies, Your Honours. 

= To the Honourable the Sub- Governor, Deputy- 

Governor, and Directors of the Sout h- Sea Company, 


Your Honours, 

To the Honourable the Governor, Deputy-Go- 
vernor and DireQors of the Bank of England, Your 
Honours. 
= To the Maſter and Wardens of the Worſhipful 
Company of Mercers, 

It is uſual to call a Baronet and a Knight Honour- 
able, and their Wives Ladies. 

1 I 0o the Honourable K. N. Baronet, at E. near 
4 F. Sir, your Honour. 

Io che Honourable N. H. Knight, at G. Surry, 

Sir, your- Honour, 

W To T. Y. Eſq. at Wickham, or to Mr. X. 
ditto, Sir. 


? To MEN of TRADE and PROFESSIONS. 


1 * 
1 * 
XY 
* ; 


1 = * 
9 . 
— 


l To Doctor T. K. in F -Square Lon- 
4 aon, Sir, or Doctor. | 


To Mr. O. D. Merchant, in Tower-Sirett, 


le f 
London, Sir, 


C3 But 
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" "thor thc © Method of addreſling Men of Trade rr! 
Buſineſs is ſo common, and ſo well known, that it 
does not require any further Examples. 


Dr 


Proper DIRECTIONs for addreſſing Perſons 
of every Rank or Denomination, at the 
Beginnings of Letters, and the Superſerip- 
tions, 


Beginnings of Letters, 
1 8 the KI N. Sire; or, Sir; or, Moſt Gra- 
cious Sovereign; or, May it pleaſe your 

Majztsry, 

To the Quzezxn, Madam, or, Moſt, &c. 13 
To che PRINCE of Wares, Sir; or, May it : 
pleaſe your Royal Highneſs. f 
To the PRINCESS of WAI ES. Madam; or, May 
it pleaſe your Roval Highneſs. ; 

To the PxIN ESS Dowager, Ditto, 


Note, All Sovereigns Sons and Daughters, and 1 


Brothers and Siſters, are entitled io Royal High- | 
neſs. | 


And to the ref} of the F amily, Highneſs, 5 
| | Ta 
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To a Dux R. May it pleaſe your Grace, 

To a Ducutss., Ditto. 

Toa Maxguis, My Lord; or, May it 
Earl, Viſcount, Lord. pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

To a Marchioneſs ; an wy 


May it pleaſe your 


Wife, Viſcounteſs ; or a Ladyſhip 


Lord's Wife, 
To the Archbiſhops. May it pleaſe your Grace; or, 
My Lord. 
To che reſt of the Biſhops, My Lord; or, May it 
pleaſe your Lordſhip. 
To the reſt of the Clergy. Reverend Sir. 
Note, All younger Sons of a Marquis, Earl, Viſ- 
count, and Lords Sons, are ſtiled Honourable, and 
i are Eſquires. To either of theſe, Sir ; Honoured 
Sir; or, May it pleaſe your Honour. 
Alſo the Title of Lady is given to the Daughters of 


Ss 
i 
I 
%,/ N 
* 


* 1 Marquiſſes, &c. Madam; or, May it pleaſe your 

| * Lady ſhip. ö 
nd I = Toa Member of Parliament, May it pleaſe A 
* 1 Honour. 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don. My Lord; or, May 1 it pleaſe your Lordihip. 
Note, 


: % 
3 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Note, That Generals, Admirals, and Colonels, and 
all Field Officers, are Honourable. 

All other Officers, either in the Army or Navy, 
have only the Title of the Commiſſion they bear, 
ſet firſt on the Superſcriptions of their Letters; 
and at the Beginning, Sir; or, Honoured Sir ; 
or, May it pleaſe your Honour, 

An Ambaſſador. May it pleaſe your Earellency ; 
or, Sir. 

All Privy Counſellers are Right Honourable ; and 
all Judges chat are not Privy Counſellon, mw 
nourable, 

Baronets are Honourable. 


* Juſtices of the Peace, and Mayors, are ſtiled Right 


Worſhipful, 
Likewiſe Sherifts of Counties, &c. 
All Governors under his Majeſty are ſtiled Excel- 
lency. 
Superſcriptions of Letters. 
To his Moſt Sacred Majeſty ; or, To the King's 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
To her Moft Sacred Majeſty ; or, To the Queen's 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
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To his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales. 
To her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs, &c. 
To her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Dowager of 
Wales. 

Sovereigus Sons, Daughters, Brothers, and Siſters, 
To his, or, her Royal Highneſs. 

To the reſt of the Royal Family. Highneſs, 

To his Grace the Duke of NT -d. 

To her Grace the Dutcheſs of G 


n. 

Jo che Right Honourable 
To a Marquis, the Marquis of; Earl 
Earl, Viſcount, Lord. of; Ld. Viſcount G. 
| the Ld, H. 


To a Marchioneſs. To the Right Honourable the - 
Marchioneſs of, &c. An Earl or Viſcount's Wife, 
To the Right Honourable the Lady Vifcounteſy 
of, &c. To a Lord's Wife. To the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lady, &c. 

To the Daughter of a Marquis, Earl, Viſcount, of 
Lord. To the Right Honourable the Lady A. F. 

Note, The Wives of Lieutenant Generals, Major 
Geuerais, and Brigadier Generals, are Honourable. 


Alſo, 
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Alſo, The Wives of Vice and Rear Admirals, Am- 
baſſadors, &c. To the Honourable Mrs. T. 

To an Archbiſhop. To bis Grace the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury. 

To other Biſhops. To the Right Reverend Father 
in God John Lord Biſhop of, &c. 


+6 #4 $Y&4*8570 +7 


The Rank and Order of PRECEDENCE, ac- 
cording to the ſeveral 1 * of Honour in 
Greal- Britain, as ſettled by Act of Par- 


liament 
1 8 Degrees of Honour obſerved in this Kin g- 
dom are pertinently diſtinguiſhed under two 
Heads: Firlt the Nobility or Peers under the ſeve- 
ral Titles of 


Dukes ; Viſcounts 
Marquiſſes Biſhops, and 
Earls Barons 


The ſecond Order conlilts of that of the Garter, 
(if not alſo otherwife Dignified) viz. 

Knights Bannerets Kmghts Batchelors 

Baronets Eſquires 

Knights of the Bath Gentlemen. 

As to the Rank or Precedeney of the firſt Order 


of Men amongſt us, viz. Peers, they take Place ac- 
cording 


ET" aa | 
cording to their Creation or Date of their Patents, 


unleſs of the Blood-Royal ; tben they precede all 
others of the fame Degree, viz. the Sons, Grand- 
ons, and Brozhers of King or Queen, 

The Great Officers of ſtate do likewiſe break 
through this general Rule, and claim Precedency of 
the other Nobility, viz. Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, the Arch_ 
biſhop of York, the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Pre- 
{ident, and Lord Privy-Seal, 

Another Degree of Precedency 1s claimed by the 
Great Officers at Court, viz. 

Ld. Chamberlain of England Lord High Admiral 

Ld. High Conſt. of England Lord Steward 

Earl Marſhal Lord Chamberlain of 
the Houſhold. 

Theſe take Place of all others of the ſame Degree; 
ſo a Secretary of State, if he is only a Baron, pre- 
cedes all other Barons; or if an Earl, he precedes 
all other Earls, provided thoſe Eails are not ſuperior * 


Othcers of State: after which they follow in their 
leveral Orders. viz. | 
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Dukes Juſtices and Barons of the 
Marquiſſes ſaid Courts 

Dukes eldeſt Sons Maſters in Chancery 
Earls | 


Viſcounts younger Sons 


Marquiſſe 


96 ORDER Of PRECEDENCE, 
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Marquiſſes eldeſt Sons Barons younger Sons 

Does youngeſt Sons Knights of tho Garter, if 


Viſcounts | not otherwiſe Dignified 
Earls eldeſt Sons Baronets 
Marquiſſes younger Sons Knights of the Bath 
Biſhops Field and Flag Officers 
Barons K nights Batchelors 


Viſcounts eldeſt Song Colonels 
Earls younger Sons Serjeants at Law 


Barons eldeſt Sons Doctors 

Privy Counſellors Eſquires 

Chancellor of the Ex- Juſtices of the Peace 
chequer b Barriſters at Law 

Chief Juſtice of the K. Lieutenant Colonels g 
Bench — Majors 


Maſter of the Rolls Captains 
Chief Juſlice of che Com- Gentlemen 


mon Pleas Citizens 
Chief Baron of the Ex- Yeomen l 
chequer Burgeſſes n 


All Ladies have Precedency Sts, to 4 
Dignity of their Hufbands, 


All Colonels, are Honourable, and by the Law - 
of Armg'precede Knights: ſo do all Field Officers, fi 
ef 


Maſters, of the Fong, and Quart Maſs 
W enctel, Kc. 2 2 = 


\ | 
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LztTERs of ADVICE to Young Ladies and 
Gentlemen, from Parents, Relatioffs; and 
Guardians, on the moſt important Sub - 
jects ; with Anſwers to many of them, 


„ rn 2 
To a young Gentleman, fo incline him to hat 805 
S N,. 55245 4 


I AM well perſuaded, that à wiſe man is as 
much ſuperior to an ignorant perſon, as a man'is ' 
above the level of a brute ; wherefore you'tannot do 
Petter than apply yourſelf ſeriouſly to the cultiya- 
tion of your mind; to which purpoſe nothing Will 
contribute more, than your reſeribio to yourſelt a re- 
8 gular method of ſtudy. The morning is undoubted- 
ly more proper for reading than any othet part of h 
| day; becauſe the mind is they. fte and ſengaged; 8 
* and unclouded by thoſe vapoutt which we generally. ß 
fad after a full meal. ""Neverthelch,- I Would net 
eftett to-read over a multitude of volumes, nor w 
J SA 8 
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read with greedineſs ; I would rather chuſe to read 


a little, and digeſt it well, Neither would I regard 


the number, ſo much as the choice of my books. 


4 remain Sir, your's, G. W. 


7 HE TTER II. 


To the Same, adviſin him to divide his Time be- 
twiæt Pleaſure and Buſineſs. | 


OUTH, Sir, may purſue both pleaſure and 

buſineſs ; but old age is neither capable of the 
one nor the other; and the bloom of life is as remark- 
able for the ſhortneſs of its duration, as it is for the 
charms which attend it, Wherefore our pleMures 
ought not to hinder us a moment in the 5 


kind loſe the enjoyment of the bleſſings they poſleſ;, 
for uncertain expectations; and deprive themſelves of 


. the moſt ſolid comforts of life, for. opinion and vain 


glory. | 
| 8 The voluptuous commonly att a contrary part, and 
1 of the preſent, to have any regard to 
the future; though they never think of death, yet 
- thev live to-day as if they were to die to-morrow ; 
nor once conſider this neceſſary maxim, that we 
. ought to fly thoſe ſhort enjoy ments which are attend- 
ed with a length of pain; and chuſe thoſe little en- 
. conveniences which are recompenſed with a length of 


; pleaſure, The greateſi Part of true wiſdom is con- 


tained 


* 
- 


uit of our 
- Fortunes, neither ſhould the care of our fortunes in- 
terfere with our pleaſures. ' The 22 part of man- 


BB Sw: eg . A % a A 


s 


— 
— 


— 


LETTERS OF ADVICE. 


tained in theſe words; and I congratulate the pro” 


happineſs of ſeeing you laſt. 
Jam Sir, — 


Your moſt humble Servant, J. R. 


d ö 

d 
8 

' 1 


N 


LETTER III. 
To the Same, againſt the Waſte of Time. 
Dear Sr, | 


ONVERSE often with yourſelf; and neither 
4 laviſh your timep nor ſuffer others to rob you 
of it, Many of our hours are ſtolen from us, and 
others paſs inſenſibly away; but of both theſe loſſes, 
the moſt ſhameful is, that which happens through ous 


W {hall find that one conſiderable part of our life is ſpent 
of in doing evil, and the other in doing nothing, or in 
in doing what we ſhould not do. We do not ſeem to 
know the value of time, nor how precious a day 18 3 
nor do we conſider, that every moment brings ug 
W nearer to our end, What deceives us, is our look= 
ing upon death to be always at a diſtance, even when 
he is at the door. Reflett upon this I entreat you, 

and keep a ſtritt account of your time. — 


nothing; it is the only good we poſſeſs; but then it 
is 3 and the l comer robs us of it. Men 


ing 


greſs you have made in this ſcience, ſince I had the * 


own neglect. If we take the trouble to obſerve, We 


tion is the moſt dangerous thing in life. Nothing is 
properly ours but the time preſent, and all the xeſt is 


are ſo weak that they think they oblige by [LIM 
row D 2 | 


d 9 
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ying of trifles, and yet reckon that time as nothing, 
for which the moſt grateful perſon in the world can 
never make amends. I am, 23268 
Sir, 13 
Your moſt obedient * 
| Humble Servant, W. P. 
* NEN 
To the Same. 7 15 
Not merely to live, but to live well is the Advantage. 


Dear Sir, | 
UR days and hours are always on the wing : 
infancy and youth paſs away like a dream; and 
when we come to old age we ſee before us the goal 
to which all men are, haſtening. The generality of F 
mankind look upon it as a rock, upon which they are 
to ſuffer ſhipwreck : but this is a miſtake}; it is ra- 
ther a port which we ſhould by no means defire to 
avoid ; and thoſe who arrive there loaded yy ears, 
have no more reaſon to complain than iner, who, 
after à long voyage, is juſt enterivg,the harbour. 
There are'calms at fea, which weary Vile : v de- 
tain and chere are violent winds which drive us 


I., is exact the fame with reſpett to life : ſome 
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as long as he can; and would conſider the goodneſs 
1 

Sir, 


Four fincere well wiſter, G. W. 


————— 


LETTER V. 


To the Same. 


Rasse les of Ingratitude ought not to hinder us 
| 5 9 of Good, 
Dear Sir, 


Yoo complain to me that you have met with an 
ungrateful perſon ; and if this is the firſt time, 
I think you are extremely obliged to your prudence 
or good fortune. But 1f you reſolve to do no fa- 
vours for che future, for fear of making more mon- 
ſters of the ſame kind, I muſt tell you, that your cau- 
tion is a vice; and that you ought not to neglect do- 
ing good, out of any e e that it will not be 
acknowledged, - ap | 
Believe me, Sir, it is better to meet with ingrati- 
tude than to encourage ill nature. Though we ſee a 
bad crop, yet we ſow the ground in its proper ſea- 
ER ſon; and the baggenneſs of one year is abundantly . 
reecompenſed by We fruitfulneſs of another. Belides, - 
there is ſo much ſatisfattion in meeting with a truly 
grateful perſon, that it is richly worth * hazard. 1 
call,” - N 


4 . = 
"> A 


. . : 
_ Mkt = 
. 2 = a , Y, h le $ 7 be; 
Four humble Servant 

> 4 Fs * N Ty 1 i} 
- We «7 oh. : \*. $4 * SI. AN \ 7 
* 1 9 : 4 | . o 1 p . 1 ? 
* D 3 a N TET - 1 
: by 1 A +, 
bo p - _ = OI " : 
2 | n 1 v3 1". Woo 
4 „ Ka +4 , N 
822 | 


| 2green, perhaps, firſt, and ſour, unpleaſant to the 
-. - *>afte, and not fit to be gathered, until ripened by due 


5 


| — them; how many excellent parts are often 


Karo 


till after a while they ſprout forth in a kind of ratio- 
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LETTER VI. 
To Mx. R ä 
On the Importance of a good Education. 


81 R, | 

S I walked the other day in a fine garden, and | 
obſerved the great variety of improvements in 

plants and flowers, beyond what they . r would 

| ag been, I was naturally led intoa reflection upon 
the advantages of education, or modern culture ; 
how many good qualities in the mind are loſt, for 
want of the like due care in nurſing and {kilfully ma- 
naging them; how many virtues are choaked, by 
the multitude of weeds which are ſuffered to grow 


and uſeleſs, by being planted in a wrong ſoil; 
and how very ſeldom do theſe moral ſeeds produce 
the noble fruits which might be expetted from them, 
by a neglect of proper manuring, neceſſary pruning, | 
and an artful management of aur tender inclinations, 
and firſt ſpring of life: thoſe obvious ſpeculations | 
made me at length conclude, that there is a ſort of 
vegetable principle in the mind of every man when WR 
he comes into the world. | f 

In infants, the ſeeds lie buried and undiſcovered, 


nal leaves, which are words; and in due ſeaſon the 

flowers begin to appear in variety of begutiful colours, 

and all tbe pay * of youthful fancy and imagi- 
ait 1 


nation; at e fruit knits and is formed, which is 


car 


+." 
" * 8 ; . 
. 1 % 3 2 


LETTERS OF ADVICE. 43 


care and application, it diſcovers itſelf in all the no- 
ble produttions of philoſophy, mathematics, cloſe 
reaſoning, and conviucing argument; and theſe fruits, 
when they arrive at maturity, and are of a good kind 
afford the molt vigorous nouriſhment to the minds of 
men. 

I reſlected farther on the intellectual leaves before 
mentioned, and found almoſt as great variety among 
them as in the vegetable world. I could eafily ob- 
ſerve the ſmooth ſhining Italian leaves; the nimble 
French Aſpen always in motion ; the Greek and La- 
tin Ever-greens ; the . aniji, Myrtle; the Engliſh 
Oak; the Scotch! Thiſtle; the Jriſi Shambrogue z 
the prickly German and Dutch Holly; the Polit 
and Ruftan Nettle ; beſides a vaſt number of exotics, 
imported from A,, Africa, and America. I faw 
ſeveral barren plants, which bore only leaves, with- 
out any hopes of flower or fruit; the leaves of ſome 
were fragrant and well-ſhaped, and others ill-ſcented 
and irregular. I wondered at a ſet of old whimſical 
botaniſts, who ſpent their whole lives in the contem- 
plation of ſome withered Egyptian, Coptic, Arme- 
man, or Chineſe leaves, while others make it their 
bulinels to collect in voluminous herbals, all the ſe- 
veral leaves of ſome one tree. 

The flowers afforded a moſt diverting entertain- 
ment, in a wonderful variety of figures, colours, and 
icents; however molt of them withered ſoon, or at 


beſt are but annuals. Some profelled floriſts make 


them their conſtant ſtudy and employment, and deſ- 
iſe all fruit ; and now and then a few fanciful peo- 


ple ſpend all their time in the cultivation of a ſingle 


zulip Or a carnation; but che moſt agreeable amuſe- 
| ment 
25 | 
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Marved and uſeleſs, by being planted in a wrong ſoil; 


till after a while they ſprout forth in a kind of ratio- 
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LETTER VI. 


To Mx. R ä 
On the Importance of a good Education. 
SIR, | 


| S I walked the other day in a fine garden, and 
A obſerved the great variety of improvements in 
lants and flowers, beyond what they otherwiſe would 
— been, I was naturally led into a reflection upon 
the advantages of education, or modern culture; 
how many good qualities in the mind are loſt, for 
want of the like due care in nurſing and {kilfully ma- 
naging them; how many virtues are choaked, by 
the multitude of weeds which are ſuffered to grow | 
among them; how many excellent parts are often 


and how very ſeldom do theſe moral ſeeds produce 
the noble fruits which might be expetted from them, 
by a neglect of proper manuring, neceſſary pruning, 
and an artful management of gur tender inclinations, 
and firſt fpring of life: thoſe obvious ſpeculations 
made me at length conclude, that there 1s a ſort of 
vegetable principle in the mind of eyery man when 
he comes into the world. | 

In infants, the ſeeds lie buried and undiſcovered, 


nal leaves, which are words; and in due ſeaſon the 
flowers begin to appear in variety of begutiful colours, 
and all tbe gay pittures of youthful fancy and imagi- 
nation; at fal 3 fruit knits and is formed, which is 
green, perhaps, firſt, and ſour, unpleaſant to the 
[itt and not fit to be gathered, until ripened by due 

. Lf : car? 


" 9 
1 1 * * F b . 1 a 
RA 2 4 
- 
., N 


7 T oc br aa 


LETTERS OF ADVICE, 43 


care and application, 1t diſcovers itſelf in all the no+ 
ble 3 of philoſophy, mathematics, cloſe 
reaſoning, and conviucing argument; and theſe fruits, 
when they arrive at maturity, and are of a good kind 
afford the molt vigorous nouriſhment to the minds of 
men. 

I refleted farther on the intellectual leaves before 
mentioned, and found almoſt as great variety among 
them as in the vegetable world. I could eaſily ob- 
ſerve the {ſmooth ſhining Italian leaves; the nimble 
French Aſpen always in motion; the Greek and La- 
tin Ever-greens ; the &,. ani Myrtle; the Englijh 
Oak; the Scotch Thiſtle; the Tri: Shambrogue; 
the prickly German and Dutch Holly ; the Pol: 
and Ruſian Nettle ; beſides a vaſt number of exotics, 
imported from %a, Africa, and America. I faw 
ſeveral barren plants, which bore only leaves, with- 
out any hopes of flower or fruit; the leaves of ſome 
were fragrant and well-ſhaped, and others ill-ſcented 
and irregular. I wondered at a ſet of old whimfical 
botaniſts, who ſpent their whole lives in the contem- 
plation of ſome withered Egyytian, Coptic, Arme- 
man, or Chinerye leaves, while others make it their 
buſineſs to collect in voluminous herbals, all the ſe- 
veral leaves of {ome one tree. 

The flowers afforded a molt diverting entertain- 
ment, in a wonderful variety of figures, colours, and 
{cents; however molt of them withered ſoon, or at 


beſt are but annuals. Some profeiled floriſts make 


them their conſtant ſtudy and employment, and deſ- 
piſe all fruit; and now and then à few fanciful peo- 


ple ſpend all their time in the cultivation of a ſingle 


zulip or a carnation ; but the moſl agreeable amule- 
ment 
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ment ſeems to be the well chooſing, mixing, and 
binding 5 theſe flowers, in leaking noſegays, to 
preſent to ladies. | 
The ſcent of Italian flowers is obſerved, like their 
other perfumes, to be too ſtrong, and to hurt the 
brain; that of the French with glaring, gaudy co- 
lours, yet faint and languid; German and Northern 
flowers have little or no ſmell, or ſometimes an un- 
leaſant one. The ancients had a ſecret to give a 
fading beauty, colour, and ſweetneſs to ſome of their 
choice flowers, which flouriſh to this day, and which 
few of the moderns can effect. Theſe are becoming 
enough, and agreeable in their ſeaſon; and do often 
band ſomely adorn an entertainment; but an over 
fondneſs of them ſeems to be a diſeaſe, 

It rarely happens to find a plant vigorous enough, 
to have (like an Orange tree) at once beautiful ſhin- 
ing leaves, fragrant flowers, and delicious nouriſh- 
ing fruit, I am, * 


u . 
5 WT, 2 
Yours, Sc. 
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LETTER VII. 
. * To Mx. W 0 ; 
The Neceſſity of being prepared for Death. 
Dear Ser, A _ | 
I Entirely agree with vou, that we ought no lon» 
1 * e , 8 


ger to deſire thoſe things we have been fond of; 

aud all my care at pteſent is to wean myſelf from my 
 — «palkons, To me all my days are compriſed in the 
en 3 for though I do not look upon it as my laſt, 


4 3 8 p 
i — p 9 X i p yet 

, {0 py * * 9 * ei 1 

1 p - s. ' n 4 L ” - 

: 1 n * ? 


LETTERS OF ADVICE. 45 


yet I conſider it as capable of being ſo ; and there- 
fore endeavour to be ready if death thould call. TI 
enjoy life, becauſe I am not anxious io leave it, and 
am only ſolicitaus to die well; and to die well, is to 
die without regret. "Ihat you and I may fo finiſh 
life, is the earneſt deſire of, 

Six, | Nos 

Your obedient humble Servant, W. P. 


| Irres vm, 
8 To Mz. D N 
On placing Afelliont on proper Objects. 
TAKE my advice, my dear friend, and let me 
1 bear yp more encomiums on Mrs. F © 
nt you cht ſhe is handſome, and of a good fami- 
* fortune; but then I have obſerved that ſhe ha- 
not the leaſt inclination in the world to love you, 
and that defett alone, ought, in your mind, to fully 
all her other perfections; for 6 ts ſhould yoh ſet a 
value on wealth and beauty, which mult. never be 
yours... I am very {@fible, my dear friend, that the 
Uuths which I tell you are by no means agreeable, 
but the friendſhip. [ have for you obliges me to ſpeaꝶ 
thus freely for your ſervice, 5 
You knoy very well that I am of a ſociable tem- 
per, that I love the world, and that I always thought 
the ladies the moſt agreeable part of it, Yet I never 
pay my court where my converſation is diſpleafing, 
and ſhould be very ſorry to find myſelf 'with'a wo- 
man, who. being prepoſſeſſed in favour oF/angther,, 
- could endure no vifits, but ſuch as had relation to her 
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ſon, In my opinion, your charmer is engaged 
tad therefore you cannot do better than to leave ber 
to herſelf. | 
In ſhort, my dear friend, it is 72 a very diſ- 


d agreeable part, to ſigh for a perſon, who thinks her- 
p ſelf perſecuted by your ſighs, and he will not ſo 
L much às vouchſafe a look to the complaifance we ſhew 
| for _ thing that concerns her. I wiſh, with all 
my heart, you would think of employing your time 
better, and that you would not make me loſe mine jn 
* adviſing you. It is true indeed, that a wit of m 
ac _—, gave this anſwer to a lady, who conſuls 
m: N | 
Why ſuperfluous advice 
5 Should I urge in vain y: you f 
your own reaſon won't ſuffice, 
2 will — * 


But do you make uſe of which you pleaſe; it 
will be ſufficient if you make uſe of either. The ef- 
feft will be the ſame, whether your reſolution pro- 
ceeds from me or yourſelf, Let me entreat you not 
to deceive my expectations, and believe me to be, 


Str - | 
"* Your fincere Friend and Well-wifher. 
E_——AAR_=_= ——_ 
rer R. 
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| To MR. N. ' * 
Dn the Folly of Aﬀettation in either Man or 
My td Woman, ” 


Dear Sir, b 5 
J Spent ſome time wich you the other day, and 
1 mult take the liberty of a friend, to tell you, 2 
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the unſufferable affettation you are guilty of in all 
vou ſay and do. When I gave you a hint of it, you 
' aſked me, whether a man is to be cold to what his 
friends think of him ? No, but praiſe is not to be'the 
entertainment of every 2 he that hopes for it, 
mult be able to ſuſpend che poſſęſſion of it, till pro- 
per periods of life, or death itſelf. _ . 
If you would rather be commended than be praiſe- 
worthy, contemn little merits, and allow no man to 
be ſo free with you as to praiſe you to your face. 
Your vanity by this means will want its food. At 
the. ſame time your paſſion for eſteem will be more 
fully gratified; men will praiſe you in their ans, 
and be aſſured where you now receive one compli- 
ment, you will then receive twenty civilities, I re- 


main, 7 we 
: ö ' 9 2 Sir, "IF SY C 
ay Your humble Servant. 
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On the Death of 4 Frienl. 2b A 


IA. | 1 | 
#2 worthy perſon for whom/you grieve, could > 7 
never be enough elleemed, and is truly deſerv- 4 
ing of your tears. But che greateſt and the beſt of 
men have died; and we ought to look upon all man- 9 
kind either as gone or going. Let us conſider abe 
preſent hour as our laſt, _ take this for gtated, 
that life is inſeperable from ſorrow.z we either. go 
leave Ne woild ourſelves, or ſubmit 40 ſee; others de 
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I ſo. : Wherefore it is certainly, boch folly and . 
| den to be fond of life, and at the ſame time unable 
= Wy to beat the-conveniences which attend it, 1 * 

| Sir * 

| | 5! ; Your 800 humble ee oe, 


* 

{ - . I” Ss 4 2 * 

. 4 * — 
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. LETTER XI 
CHE Toa Taper the ſame Subject. 
| Madam, 
1 had armed myſelf againſt mo of 
the accidents of life, yet I find myſelf fo little 
N ſe thoſe which befall You, that I think it 
Fee ou ſhould feel them in a more ſenſible 


bf "manner. {lock upon it as the greateſt - of misfor- | 
| | — tunes to give you a teſtimomy of my 0 on this 
- [ 

n 

g 

: 


melancholy occafion; and could almoſt reſolve to ſuf- 
er you to call it in queſtion. But occaſions are not 
of gur chooſing ; and all we can do, is, to let none 
paſs whether good or bad, without ſhewing thoſe 
we love, the patt we take in all that concerns them. 
Do me the ee to beſieve me ſincere, and do 


ot look upon it as a bare com W | J pro- 
bels . 2 : j * : 
POL. 2 K. 0 
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L E TT ER XII. 
of To M. 8 
On the Same. 


H I known of your loſs ſooner, I won ne not 
have failed teſtifying the part I take / in every 
hing which concerns you. kam very ſenſible, how 
Joes an impre ſſion it muſt make nl heart like y 
our ſorrowſis truly juſt,” and no N an ſuch 
n occaligp would b Ref en pe But then we 
0 705 bands te gu jef; for in/ [growing 28 
een timinal. Titde . will - be your beſt 

pic this misfortune; and your own. pru- 
| Lie the beſt remedy , Cena it, I Wa 
nd 5 5 me tobe, 


ir 
For ab 2255 Se: W. P. 
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LETTER XIII. 


rom Lady R to her Danghter, a Girl twelve 
Years a, * the Care of her Grandmother 
: in the Cas OBS I 
My dear "0 1 7524 . 4. 


[HOUGH 1 know you want no precepts, un- 
L der py mother's cares to inflrutt you in all mo- 
Wand religious duties, yet there are ſome things the © 
ay polhbly forget ty remind you of, Flach are high- 
F neceſſary for the forming your minq q as to make 
hat hgure in the world, I could wilh, o o do. * 
WE } I). 
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am certain you will be kept to your muſic, ſinging 
and dancing, by the beſt maſters the country affords ; 
and need not doubt, but you will very often be told, 
that 12 houſewifery is a moſt commendable quali- 
ty. I would have you indeed neglett none of theſe 
branches of education; but, my dear, I ſhould be 
grieved to hear you were ſo much attached to them, 
as not to be able to devote two hours, at leaſt, every 
day, to reading. My father left a collection of ve- 
ry excellent books in all languages behind him, which 
are yehin being; and as you are tolerably acquain- 
ted with the French and Italian, I would have you 
not be altogether a ſtranger to their authors. Poetry, 
if it be good, (as in that library you will find none 
that is not ſo) very much elevates the ideas, and har- 
monizes the ſoul ; and well-wrote novels are an amule- 
ment, in which ſometimes you may indulge yourſelf; | 
but hiſtory 1s what I waa chiefly recommend ;— 
without ſome knowledge of this, you will be account- 
ed at beſt but an agreeable triſler.— I would have you 
gay, lively and entertaining; but then I would have 
you able to improve, as well as to divert the company 
you may happen to fall into. 
But, my dear child, I muſt warn you to bear 
wuh what diſpoſition you fit down to read books ol by 
this nature ; 2 if you lightly ſkim them over, and 
merely to gratify your curioſity with the amazing 
events delivered in them, the rd will afford youſ 
little advantage: you muſt, therefore, conſider what 
ou read ; mark well the chain of accidents wiuch 
3 on any great cataſtrophe, and this will ſhev 
Jou that nothing happens by chance, but all is en- 
tirely governed by the directions of an is og 
Power in diſtinguiſhing the true cauſes of the ri: 
| ant 
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and fall of empires, and thoſe ſtrange revolutions that 
have happened in molt kingdoms of the world, you 
will admire Divine Juſtice, and be far from FE 
Providence of partiality, when you find, as frequent- 
ly you will, the good dethroned, all rites, both hu- 
man and Divine, facrilegiouſly trampled upon, a 
mock e eltabliſhed in the place of a real one, 
and lawleſs uſurpation proſper ; becauſe at the ſame 
time you will fee that this * not happen till a peo- 
le, grown bold in iniquity, and ripe pr deſtruttion, 
— rawn down upon themſelves the ſevereſt ven- 
geance of offended heaven, which is tyranny and op- 
reſſion; and though innocent individuals may ſuf- 
fer in the general calamity, yet it is ſor the good of 
the whole, in order to bring them to a juſt ſenſe of 
their tranſgreſſions, and turn them from their evil 
ways, — This the hiſtorical part of the Bible makes 
manifeſt in numberleſs inſtances; and this the cala- 
mities which at different times have befel every king» 
dom and commonwealth, evidently confirms. 

I am the more particular in giving you theſe cau- 
tions, becauſe, without obſerving them, you may be 
liable to imbibe prejudices which will pervert your 
judgment, and render you guilty of injuſtice, without 
WW knowing you are ſo. As you regard therefore my 

commands, which will always be Fo your improve- 
ment and emolument, never be temiſs in this point. 

Next to hiſtory, I ſhall be glad to ſee you have 
ſome ſmattering in natural philoſophy, You have 
already read ſeveral little treatiſes in that agreeable 
BB {cience, and, you may be furniſhed with more and 

i better where you are. The ſame perſon that brings 
you thoſe neceſſaries you deſired me 10 ſend, will alſo 


leliyer to.you glaſſes of various kinds, by the help 
I of 
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of which you may diſcover plainly the form of ma- 
ny inſects, which to the ned eye appear but ſo ma- 
ny moving motes. Believe me, child, the wide 


creation preſents nothing that afford not infinite mat- | 


ter for a delightfu} ſpeculation, and the more you ex- 
amine the works of nature, the more you will learn 
to love and adore the great God of nature, the foun- 
tain of all pleaſure, I expett your next will be fil- 
led with no enquiries on new — nor any di- 
rettions to your millener; nor ſhall I be better ſatis- 
hed with an account of your having begun, or finiſh- 
ed, ſuch or ſuch a piece of fine work: this may in- 
form you chat it is other kinds of learning I would 
have you verſed in.— ] flatter myſelf with ſeeing my 
commands obeyed, and that no part of what I have 
ſaid will be loft upon you, which a little more time 
and knowledge of the world will ſhew you the value 
of, and prove to you, more than any indulgence J 
could treat you with, how very much I am, 


Your affettonate Mother, S. M. 


—_ — 


LETT ER XIV. 


From a Young Lady, in anſwer to a Letter ſhe had 
received from her Mama, advifing her to perſe- 
vere in the Chriſtian Duties ſue had been inftrud- 


Moſt Honoured Madam, 
AM at a loſs for words to expreſs the joy I felt 


at the receipt of your letter; wherein you are plea- 


ſed to acquaint me, that no ever gave my dear 
mamma greater pleaſure and ſatisfattion, than the ac- 
cout 
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count I have given her of the conduRt I obſerve in 
my ſpiritual 7 ;- and, that I may ftill add to that 
comfort, (whigh ſhall ever be my ſtudy when an op- 

rtunity offers itſelf) I preſume to continue the in- 
ormation. 

When I have properly diſcharged my duty to that 
Divine Being to whom I am endebted for my exiſte 
ence, I repair to my toilette; but not with an intent 
to apparel my body (which I know muſt ſooner or 
later fall into corruption) with vain attire, but with 
ſuch as are decent and innocent; regarding fine robes 
as the badges of pride and vanity ; keeping thoſe ene- 
mies, to our fex in particular, at too great a diſlance, 
ever to dare an attempt upon my mind, 

When public prayers and breakfaſt are over, I a 
ply m thoughts to the duties of the ſchool ; and . 
vide the time appointed for them, as equally as poſ- 
fibly I can, between the ſeveral branches of education 
I am engaged in, both before and after dinner. 

When ſchool is finiſhed forthe day, I, accompa- 
nied by a young lady who is my bedfellow, and of a 
like diſpoſition retire to our room, where we improve 
ourſelves by letture. Books of piety are our moſt, _ 
common choice: theſe warm our wills, and enlight- 
en our underſtandings: they inſtruct us in the cauſe 
of our miſcondutt, and bar na to us a remedy : the 
neither flatter a dignified title, nor inſult the peaſant, 
that tills the ground ; but, like painted buſtoes, look 
upon o_ one alike, In fine, they refreſh the me- 
mory, enlarge the underſtanding, and inſlame the 
will; and, in a delightful manner, cultivate both 
virtue and wiſdom, 

Having hmſhed our reading, either of piety cr 
hiſtory, which we prefer next, (eſpecially ſuch as re- 
| E 3 lates 
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lates to our own country) and ſupper and prayers are 
over, I retire alone to my room, to take an impartial 
view of the aftions of the day. If my conſcience 
doth not accuſe me of having committed any thing 
criminal, I give glory to God ; and with bended knees, 
and an humble heart, return him my unfeigned thanks 
for protetting me againſt thoſe temptations which the 
enemy to mankind is ready to allure us with: for, [ 
am perſuaded, it was not my ſtrength of virtue that 
withſtood the temptations, but his aſſiſtant grace that 
enabled me to overcome them; and if I am conſcious 
to have done amiſs, I ſue for pardon, and lay not 
my body to reſt till I have procured peace to my ſou!, 
If at any time I am permitted to pay a viſit (which 
liberty your indulgence has owes , I take care to 
time it properly; for there are certain times when vi- 
fits become rather troubleſome than friendly: where- 
fore I avoid it when much company is expetted, or 
when I am certain that family aftairs will not admit of 
ſufficient leiſure to receive them: the former on m 
oven account; the latter on my friends: chat is Sek 
company aſſembled together, ſerves rather to confule 
our ideas, than to enliven chem: wherefore, when 
I am ſo unfortunate as to ill-time a viſit, I withdraw 
as ſoon as civility and ceremony will permit me; for, 
in my weak opinion, Madam, long converſations grow 
dull, as few of our ſex are furniſhed with a ſufficient 
fund of materials for long diſcourſes, unleſs it be to 
comment upon the frailties of the abſent, and turn 
their misforuines into a ſubject for the moſt cruel 
diverſion. 
This, Madam, is a vice you have often cautyayed 
4gainſt, and I ſhall be particularly careful to Si; 


eing both an Wehriſtian and diſingenuous printi- 
ple, ta feaſt our at anvther's expence, . 
PR This 


LETTERS OF ADVICE, 55 


This is all I have to offer at preſent ; and am, 

with great humility, 

Moft honoured Madam, | 
Your moſt dutiful Daughter, &c. 


LETTER XV. 
From a Young Lady to her Mamma, requeſting « 


Favour, © 
Dear Mamma, | 
E many inſtances you have given me of your 
aſſection, leave me no room to believe that the 
favour I preſume to aſk will be diſpleaſing: was I in 
the leaſt doubtful of it, I hope my dear Mamma hag 


too good an opinion of my conduct, to imagine I 


: would ever advance any thingthat might give her the 
r leaſt diſſatisfattion. 
f The holidays are nigh at hand, when all of ns 


young ladies are to pay our ſeveral perſonal reſpetts 
and duties to our parents, except one; whoſe friends 


0 (her parents being dead ) reſide at too remote a diſ- 
i tance for her to expect their indulgence in ſending for 
W her: beſides, were they to do, the expence at- 
8 tending her journey would be placed to her account, 
vw and dedutted out of the mall fortune leſt her by her 
nt parents, : 

to This young lady's affability, ſenſe, and good - na- 
irn ture, have gained her the friendſhip and eſteem of 
nel the whole ſchool: each of us contending to render 
a ber retirement {as I may juſtly call it) from her native 
ed home and friends, as comfortable aud agrecable as we 
a; poſſibly can. PI 
Ki- How happy ſhould I think myſelf above the reſtof 


dur young ladies, if you will give me leave to eng e 
| e er 
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her to ſpend the holidays with me at home! And 1 
doubt not but her addreſs and behaviour will attract 
your eſteem, among the reſt of thoſe the has already . 
acquired, ; 

Four compliance with this requeſt will greatly add 
to the happineſs I already enjoy from the repeated in- 
dulgencies and favours conferred on her, who will al- 
ways perſevere to merit a continuance of them, 

I am, with my duty to Papa, 
Dear Mamma, 
Your moſt dutiful Daughter. 


LET SER XYL 


To a Young Lady on her firſt going to London, 
containing proper Advice on that Occafuon, 


My dear Sally. 
A* 2 brother informs me ae are going to Lon- 


on, a place replete with every kind of vice, 
you muſt give me leave to offer you ſome inſtructions 
with regard to your condutt there; for there, my 
dear, you may expett many ſolicitations will be made, 
and ſnares artfully laid, to rob you of your innoceace 
and your virtue, 

As we have ſo many more-male than female wri- 
ters, it is no wonder that the vices and foibles of wo- 
men are moſt maliciouſly ſatirized, and placed in an 
unfavourable light, while litthe notice is taken of the 
villainous behaviour of our maſters the men, theſe 
lords of the creation, who trample innocence and juſ- 
nice under foot, and rejoice in the power that is gi- 
ven them, | 

In 
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In their tranſactions with each other, they are ob- 
liged to keep up an appearance of . while, with 
regard to us, every ſtratagem, every deceit is put in 
practice, to corrupt the innocent, and betray the un- 
wary. But why ſhould it be leſs a crime to deceive 
an innocent, unexperienced girl, whoſe age and ſitua- 
tion render it impoſſible ſhe ſhould know the world, 
than it would be to direct a blind man to the extremi- 
ty of a precipice. I am at a lols to imagine; yet cuſ- 
tom, that tyrant cuſtom, has taught us this and ma- 
ny more abſurdities. 

As example, however, is more prevalentthan pre- 
cept, I ſhall illuſtrate what I have faid by the follow- 
ing ory; which upon enquiry you will find true, and 
which I hope will have a proper effect on your mind, 
and in ſome meaſure influence your future condutt. 

Mrs * et * having lately loſt her father, that +» 
ſhe might not be a burthen to her mother, who had 
for her own ſupport but a ſmall annuity, determined 
to apply to a relation in London, for her aſſiſtance in 
getting her a genteel ſervice, In order to this, ſhe 
took a place in a ſtage- coach; the other paſſengers 
were an elderly gentlewoman and her ſon, a lad of 
about fifteen, and three gentlemen. The early hour 
of {etting out, and their being entire ſtrangers to each 
other, kept them almoſt ſilent for the firſt ien miles: 
by this time the young ſpark grew exceeding ſick, and 
the indulgent mother inlilleg on being ſet down at the 
firt town they came to, ſaying, her child's health 
was dearer to her than all the Londons tn the warld, 
They were now near the town where the coach uſu- 
ally puts up that the company might breakfaſt. They 
no ſooner arrived, than the young man and his mo- 
ther retired to a chamber, leaving our country- woman 


to 
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to purſue her journey without any of her own ſex to 
accompany her. The firſt day was paſt without any 
| more than the common civility of bearing her expen- 
ces, which were equally divided between the three 
men ; only now and then a ſmile of approbation, 
accompanied with a ſigh, ſeemed as it were to eſcape 
from the genteeleſt and beſt dreſs'd of them, when- 
ever ſhe by chance caſt her eyes on his. At ſupper 
he ſhewed the utmoſt aſſiduity to pleaſe her, inſiſted 
on her being lodged in the beſt room in the houſe, | 
and, in ſhort, ſpared neither pains or expence to ren- 
der himſelf agreeable. Thus they went on for the 
firft three days; but, on the fourth, which was to be 
the laſt of their being together, he appeared diſcon- 
certed and uneaſy. At noon, he entreated her to 
permit him to walk with her in the garden of the inn 
where they dined, for a few minutes: there he made 
the warmeſt profeſhons of love, mixed with the moſt 
ſolemn appeals to heaven, thathe had no other views 
than thoſe which were for her honour and intereſt; 
he told her, he muſt unavoidably be unhappy if ſhe 
\ refuſed to let him know where he might ſee her again. 
To all this ſhe replied, that providence had placed 
her in ſuch a ſituation, that it was impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould grant his requeſt, ſince ſhe did not know where 
ſhe ſhould be Auel as her buſineſs in town was on- 
ly to get a ſervice. A ſervice ! he returned with 
es emotion; no, no, that muſt never be the caſe, 
while I have an eſtate to maintain, or hands to work 
for you. I am at preſent poſſeſſed of upwards of 
400l. a year; and expect, by the death of an uncle, 
more than double my fortune. If, deareſt creature, 
I am ſo happy as not to be diſagreeable to you, conſeut 
to ſhare it with me, By this time the coachman cal- 
led, 


* 


2 
* 
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ed, which relieved Jenny from her embarraſſment, 
At length they arrived at their journey's end. She 
was met at the inn by her couſin, to whoſe houſe {he 
went for that night. As they were getting into a hack- 
ney-coach, ſhe obſerved her lover ſpeak to the coach- 
man, and look earneſtly at the coach-door, but ſhe 
knew not what this meant. Next day ſhe was ſur- 
iſed at hearing herſelf called by a voice ſhe knew to 
bo her fellow-traveller's. This interview was the fore- 
runner of many more; till at laſt, after a ſlriftenquiry 
into his charatter and circumſtances, ſhe conſented to 
be his wife; but as their marriage was to be kept pri- 
vate, he propoſed the Fleet as the moſt proper place 
for the performance of the ceremony. This, with 
ſome reluctance, the agreed to; when, as if recollett- 
ing himſelf, he cried, there can be no occaſion for 
our running the hazard of being ſeen, ſince a miniſ- 
ter will come to us, and it will be equally valid. This 
alſo, weak and unthipking, ſhe conſented to. The 
next day they went to a tavern, and he ordered a draw- 
er, whom he aſked for at the bar, to go for a clergy- 
man from the Fleet, This ſame drawer ſerved for 
both ſor father and clerk. The ſolemn ceremony be- 
ing over, he carried her to genteel lodgings at the 
court end of the town, where he behaved with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs for three months. — She was now 
with child, and he began to be leſs frequent in his 
viſits ; when one day, on her deſiring leave to ac- 
uaint her mother with her happineſs, he told her, 
that happineſs was hers no longer than {he kept it a 
ſecret, and immediately left her. She ſaw him no 
more for ſeveral days; and when he came home, he 
was in the height of ill- humour, and told her he was 
going out of town for a fortnight, She aſked —_ 
or 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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for ney for her ſupport, when flin ing her. a gui- 


nea, he flounced out of the room. Thus behaviour, 
ſo difterent from what ſhe had reaſon to expett, filled 
her heart with anguiſh, and her eyes with tears, But 
who can deſcribe the aſtoniſhment, the miſery, the 
torture of this poor creature, when the woman of the 
houſetold her, ſhe mult provide herſelf with other lod- 

ings; for the gentleman whom ſhe called her huſ- 
1 had paid her to that time, and told her, ſhe 


muſt expett no more from him ! She ran—ſhe flew , 


to the tavern where ſhe was married ; but, on enqui- 
, found the drawer had been diſcharged two months 
before : ſhe then aſked if any of the Panty knew the 
miniſter that was ſent for by Mr. *, but they all 
pretended ignorance. Thus artfully deprived of 
every reſource, to whom could ſhe apply for juſtice ! 
The wretch that betrayed her was flown ; her kinſ- 
woman refuſed her ſuccour, called her an infamous 
creature, and, to complete her miſery, told her, that 
ſhe had the week before received a letter, which gave 
an account of the death of her mother. Loaded with 
grief, ſhe returned to her lodgings : the woman had 
compaſſion enough to let her remain there that night, 
and the next morning ſhe was in a high fever. The 
expences of an apothecary and nurſe ſoon diſſipated 
her little lore, and the pity of her landlady lid not 
continue much longer. By this time the ſtrength of 
her conſlitution got the better of the diſtemper, and 
ſhe lives to feel more diſtreſs. 
1 Pray think of this, my dear, and believe me to 
e, | | 
Dear Sally, 


Your moſt aſfectionate humble Servant, Ec. 
| LET- 


* . 


«©. 


— 
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From an Aunt to her Niece, containing ſome In- 
ſtructions for Young Ladies to judge of propoſals 
of Marriage made to them. 


Dear Polly, | 
JE friendſhip I have for your dear mother, and 


the entire confidence ſhe always placed in me, 
will make me ever ſollicitous for the wellfare of her 
family ; you will therefore pardon, me, I hope, if in 
my letters I ſometimes preſume to offer you advice. 
I do not pretend to be wiſer than you, my dear; but 
yet I know ſome things that you have not had the 
opportunity of being acquainted with; and if what I 
have learned with pains and with expence, can be con- 
veyed to yon gratis, and without any trouble, you are 
ſure to be no loſer by the bargain. You are now, 
my dear, removed to London, where your perſonal 
charms, and endowments of mind, will attratt many 
admirers 3 and your fortune, which is large, will pro- 
bably engage many more. Your buſineſs, my dear 
Polly, is to diſtinguiſh the one from the other, and to 
make a due difference between him who makes love 
to your perſon, and hin whoſe affettion is centured 
lolely in your pocket, But this will be difficult for 
you to do without the advice and aſſiſtance of your 
friends and guardians 3 make them therefore your 
conhdents in this affair; and never lend your ear to 
impertinent go-betweens and infamous match-makers, 
who are bribed by the ſharpers and coxcombs about 
town to betray ladies of fortune into their hands: and 


dus, according to their general method, they will per- 
Þ 
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bogs attempt by repreſenting to 72 That ſome 


fine gentleman of great merit and fortune is deeply 
in love with you. | 

That he has ſeen you at ſome public place, and 
© 1s impatient to make to you a declaration of his 
6 paſſion,” * | 

That he would not willingly make any overtures 
to your guardian till he knows what reception he 
6 ſhall meet with from yourſelf. | 

That your guardian may probably raiſe ſuch ob- 
$ jettions as may be altogether — fry 

© That in caſe he has any daughters of his own, he 
c us poſhbly be inclined to ſee them diſpoſed of 
© hrt. ; 

That your fortune being in his hands, he may 
have occaſion to make uſe of it, and conſequently 
6 be unwilling to part with it. 

© That he may have private views in marrying yon 
* to ſome friend of his own, without conſulting your 
$ inclination or intereſt, 

That it would be improper, therefore, for your 
6 ovardian to be intruſted with the ſecret till you hive 

s Hog the party propoſed, 

That, after all, it lay in your own breaſt, either 
* to admit of, or decline his offer. 

That the propoſer, for her part, was altogether 
* difintereſted in the affair, and had no other view 
* than the bringing about a match that might prove 
* equally happy for both parties. 

That, in a word, there could be no harm in ac- 
5 cepting of a line from the gentleman, if an inter- 
6 view {ſhould be thought improper.” 

Diſcountenance with warmth and reſentment all 
fuch-ofhicious buſy-bodics, aud boldly aſſure WE: 

u 
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That you are determined to liſten to no propoſi- 
© tions, how ſeemingly advantageous ſoever, without 
© the approbation and conſent of your guardians, or 
© other judicious friends.” | 

For they, you may be aſſured, are the people who 
ſtudy your happineſs, 


Such a prudent conduttas this, my dear, will make 


your officious confidents, or interveners, { if they have 
any ſenſe of ſhame) deſiſt from their deſigns upon 
you; and hereby you will be convinced, that ſuch 
perſons are altogether undeſerving of your good opi- 
nion or acquaintance, By ſuch a condutt you will 
never loſe an humble ſervant that is in the leaſt wor- 
thy of your encouragement. For, if the perfon real- 
ly loves you, and is poſſeſſed of the fortune he pre- 
tends, he will readily apply to your guardians, and 
entertain a very favorable opinion of your prudence 
and diſcretion : and in caſe he declines his 25 you 
may juſtly conclude, that his intentions were baſely 
to betray you; and then you will have juſt reafon to 
rejoice, that you turned a deaf ear to all his artful 
inſinuations. 

But if, without the aſſiſtance of a go- between, a 
young fellow ſhould preſume to ſend you letters, 
without firſt making a regular application to your pa- 
rents or 2 you ſhould get ſome friend to 
write to him in the following manner ; but be ſure 
you do not write yourſelf, 

Fir, 

I am to inform you, that M/, Jones thinks her- 
ſelf obliged to every one who has a good opinion of 
her, But ſhe begs that you will not give yourſelf, or 
her, the trouble of any RO letters: for things are ſo 
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circumſtanced, that ſhe has neither inclination nor 
power to encourage your addreſſes. 
Jam, Sir, yours, &c.' 

But if a propoſal ſhould come in this manner, that 
you have reaſon to think is not unworthy ſome atten- 
tion, your buſines, my dear Polly, is to rebuke the 
attempt of a clandeſtine addreſs, which you may do 
by getting ſome friend to write in the following man- 
ner, or at leaſt to the ſame purport, 

Fir, | 

It may not be improper to acquaint Jos that Miſs 
Jones is ſo happy as to have a friend of experience 
and probity, in Mr. Williams of New Bond Street, 
who is her guardian, and wiSout whoſe advice ſhe 
undertakes nothing of conſequence ; you may there- 
fore reaſonably _— that the will not care toadmit 
of any propoſals o moment to her, that have not pall- 
ed his approbation. This ſhe hopes will ſave her and 
you the trouble of any further application, 

Jam, Sir, your humble Servant.“ 

Thus, my dear Polly, (emboldened by your 
friendſhip and good opinion of me) I have endeavour- 
ed to offer you ſome inſtruttions, which by and by 
you may find uſeful ; and I doubt not but you will 

ay a proper regard to what I have ſaid, ſince you 
4 it comes from the heart of one, who will be 
ever ſollicitous for your f v as her happineſs 
muſt in a great meaſure depend upon youts. 
Jam, my Dear, 


| Your ever faithful and affeftionate Aunt, 
LET- 
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LETTER XVIII. 


From a Mother to her Daughter, on Modeſty, and 
the Art of Pleaſing. 


My dear Daughter, 
N anſwer to your welcome letter, and the enqui- 
ries and doubts it contained, let me anſwer, wy 
you can never be happy but by virtue, and ſcarce 
ever unhappy but by ill- condutt. Whoever exa- 
mines a. foe ſtrictly, will find that they never had 
any grievous affliftion bur they occaſioned it them- 
ſelves, by ſome fault, or by being deficient in ſome 
duty. Anxiety alwaygſucceeds the loſs of innocence, 
but virtue is ever attended with an inward ſatisfaction 
that is a conſtant ſpring of felicity to all its votaries, 
Do not, however, imagine, that your only virtue 
| is modeſty : there areabundance of women that have 
no notion of any other; and fancy, that by pratti- 
ſing it they diſeharge all the duties of ſociety; they 
think they have a right to neglett all the reſt, and to 
be as proud and cenſorious as they pleaſe. Make 


1 a virtue that regards only yourſelf, and loſes its great- 
eſt luſtre, if it be not attended with the other virtues, 
l We ſhould be very tender in our modeſty ; inward 
n corruption hey by 
e occaſions looſe diſcourſe. The moſt violent paſſions 
have need of modeſty to ſhew themſelves in a ſeduc- 
ing form; it ſhould diſtinguiſh itſelf in all your ac- 
tions; it ſhould ſet off, — embelliſh your perſon. 
p. Let the chief part of your finery, then, be modeſty ; 
it has great advantages; it ſets off beauty, and ſerves 
asa veil to uglineſs : modeſly is the * of 


beauty, The great misfortune of uglinels is, that it 
F {mothers 


nobody pay for your chaſtity ; think rather that it is 


rom the heart to the mouth, and 
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{mothers and buries the merit of women. People do 
not go to look in a forbidding figure for the engaging 
qualities of the mind and heart; it is a very difficult 
affair, when merit muſt make its way, and ſhine 
through a diſagreeable ouiſide. 

You do not want graces to make you agreeable, 
but you are no beauty ; this obliges you to lay up a 
Rock of merit ; the world will compliment you with 
nothing. Beauty inſpires of Kang, ſentiment which 
prepoſleſſes peo le in its favour, If you have made 
no ſuch impreſſions you mult expett to be taken to 
pieces, Take care that there be nothing in your air, 
or manners, to make any body think that you do not 
know yourſelf. An air of conhdence 1n anordinary 
figure is ſhocking enough. Let nothing in your diſ- 
courſe or dreſslook like art; at leaſt, let it not be ea- 
ſy to find it out. That art is the moſt refined that 

never lets itſelf be ſeen. 

Lou are not to neglett the accompliſhments and 
ornaments proper to make you agreeable, for women 
are deſigned to pleaſe ; but you thould rather think 
of acquiring a ſolid merit, than of employing your- 
ſelf in trifling things. Nothing is ſhorter than the 
reign of beauty: nothing is more melancholy than the 
latter part of the lives of women, who never knew 
any thing but that they were handſome. If any bo- 
dy makes their court to you for the fake of your 
agreeable accompliſhments, make their regards center 
in friendſhip, and ſecure the continuance of that 
friendſhip by your merits. 

It is very difficult to lay down any ſure rules to 

leaſe. The graces without merit, cannot pleaſe 

| E and merit, without the graces, may command 
the eſteem of men, but can never move them. Wo- 
33 men, 
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men, therefore, muſt have an amiable merit, and join 
the graces to the virtues. I do not confine the me- 
rit of women merely to modeſty ; I give it a much 
larger extent. A valuable woman exerts the manly 
virtues of friend{hip, probity, and honour, in the 
punctual diſcharge of all her obligations. An ami- 
able woman ſhould not only have the exterior graces, 
but all the graces of the heart, and fine ſentiments of 
the mind, There is nothing ſo hard as to pleaſe, 
without being ſo intent *. . it, that it ſhall look a 
liule like coquetry. omen generally pleaſe the 
men of the world more by their faults than their good 
qualities. The men are for making their advantages 
of the weakneſles of amiable women; they would 
have nothing to do with their virtues 3 they do not 
care to eſteem them; they had much rather be amu- 
ſed by perſons of little or no merit, than be forced to 
admire ſuch as are virtuous. | 

In ſhort, my dear child, one muſt know human 
nature if one 1 to pleaſe: the men are much 
more affected with what is new, than what is excel- 
lent. To keep up this taſle of novelty, we muſt 
have a great many reſources, and various kinds of 
merit in ourſelves: we mull not ſtick only at the 
agreeable accompliſhments ; we mult ſtrike their fan- 
cy with a variety of graces and merits, to keep up 
their inclinations, and make the ſame object afforl 
them all the pleaſures, or fancied pleazures, of incon- 
ſtancy. | 

Wamen are born with a violent deſire to pleaſe, 


As they find themſelves barred from all the ways that 


lead to glory and authority, they take another road 


to arrive at them, and make t nemſelves amends by 
their agreeableneſs ; yet remember there is but a ve- 


ry ſmall gumber of years difference between a fine 


Woman 
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woman and one that is no longer ſo. Get over this 
exceſſive defire to pleaſe ; at leaſt keep from ſhewing 
it: but, I am ſenfible, my dear daughter, to a young 
woman of your diſcernment, I have faid enough on 
theſe heads; and fhall conclude, with fubſcribing 
myſelf. 

Your moſt affeflionate and tender Mother, 


Eur REMIX. 


LETT EN XIX. 
From the Same, on the Regulation of Pleaſure, 
My dear Daughter, 


Deſire you to be very cautious, now you are with 
your relations in London, on the article of plays, 
and the like public diyerſions. There is no dignity 
in ſhewing one's ſelf continually, nor is it an eaſy 
matter to preſerve a {tri modeſty in a conſtant hurry 
of diverſions. It is miſtaking one's intereſt to fre- 
ent them: if you have beauty vou muſt not wear 
out the taſte of the world, by ſhewing yourlelf con- 
«inually : you muſt be ſtil} more . if you want 
graces to ſet yourſelf of, Beſides, the conſtant uſe 
of diverſions leſſens the reliſh of them. | 
When all your life has been ſpent in pleaſures, 
and they come to leave you, either becauſe your talte 
for them is over, or becauſe your reaſon forbids you 
the enjoyment of them, your mind is itſelf in a very 
uncal 3 for want of employment. If you 
ſhould therefore have your pleaſures and amuſements 
laſt, uſe them only as * So zons to relieve you afier 
more ferious occupations. Entertain yourſelf with 


your own reaſon ; keep up that correſpondence, * 
| * 
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the abſence of pleaſures will not leave you any time 
upon your hands, nor any hankering after them. 
It behoves us, therefore, to huſband our taſtes : 

there 18 no reliſhing life without them, but innocence 
can only preſerve them in their integrity; irregulari- 
ty is ſure to deprave them. When we have a ſound 
heart, we make an advantage ofevery thing, and turn 
itinto a ſource of pleaſure. We come frequently to 
pleaſures with alick man's palate ; we fancy ourſelves 
nice, when we are only furfeited and out of taſte. 
When we have not ſpoiled our mind and heart by 
ſentiments that ſeduce the fancy, or by any flaming 
paſſion, it is eaſy to find wipe 28 health and inno- 
cence are the true fountains of joy. But when we 
have had the misfortune to habituate ourſelves to ve- 
hement pleaſures, we become inſenſible to moderate 
ones, We ſpoil our taſte by diverſions, and uſe our- 
ſelves ſo much to violent pleaſures, that we cannot 
take up with thoſe that are {imple and regular. 

We ſhould always dread ſuch great emotions of 
the ſoul, as leave us flat and out of forts. Young 
perſons have the greater reaſon to fear them, as the 
are leſs capable of reſiſting what flatters their ſenſes. 


— 


e Be temperate : temperance makes the health both of 

mind and body; wich it one has always a pleaſing and 
Sy an equal joy ; one has no need of diverſions bn, ex- 
te pence; reading, work, and converſation, afford 
UL a purer joy than all the train of the greateſt pleaſures, 
y In a word, innocent delights are of moſt advantage; 


they are always ready at hand; they are beneficient, 
ts ab are never purchaſed at too dear a rate, Other 
pleaſures flatter, but they do miſchief: they alter the 
conſtitution of the mind, and ſpoil it like that of the 
body, Adieu, my Amelia ! be regular in all your 


VIEWS, 
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views, and in all your actions, and you will not on- 
ly ſecure your own felicity, but greatly add to that 


of . 
Your moſt aſfectionate and tender Mother. 


EurREMuIA. 


—_—— —_— —— Het 2 ** 


LETTER XX. 


From an Elderly Lady ; with Rules for the Educa- 
| tion of a Young One. 
Madam, 


E cannot, methinks, have an eye too ſoon to 
the education of the little creature, Every 
age of hfe requires a particular attention; but it 15 in 
theſe firſt years eſpecially that the mind receives im- 
reſhons which are never after effaced ; and that the 
ideas of good and evil take their places in the imagina- 
tion, It is therefore of infinite importance not to 
diſturb their natural order, and to _ care to aſllign 
to the firſt thoughts the rank they are to occupy, 
Conſequently ſhe muſt be inſpired betimes with an 
awful idea of God and Religion. ©+ Theſe ſublime 
topics ought to be mentioned to her in a moving and 
affecting manner; for it is only by touching the heart 
that we can influence and _ upon the mind. Too 
happy, if in the ſequel of her life her ſentiments hare 
but the Deity for Te object! 
That education may have a proper effect, the [gs 
intruſted therewith muſt command reſpett, and give 


2 great idea of herſelf. We ought not to be too fa- 
miliar with children. It is proper to keep up a gra: 
vity, and carry ſomething of a ſevere hand ove- 
them, We mull likewiſe be upon our guard U 

then 
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their childiſh endearments, which they know how tg 
manage with 2 advantage to extort what they 
want of us. Theſe buddipg charms conceal a num- 
ber of defects, and we muſt not ſuffer ourſelves to be 
ſeduced by them, | | 

The greateſt enemy our ſex has to ſtruggle with is, 
ſelf love, or vanity, We cannot too ſoon labour to 
weaken it; and great caution ought to be uſed not to 
confirm it by praiſes ; for this is one of the great 
dangers of education, By this we ſwell the idea the 
little things have of themlelves ; we arm their pride, 
and ſet them above their equals ; they grow vain, 
difficult to be corrected, apt to take offence : and all 
this forms a very unamiable charatter. We muſt alſo 
beware of letting them ſee how dear they are to us, 
and what an intereſt we take in them. The contrary 
would bring them to fancy we ought always to be 
doating on them, and would conſequently ſtrengthen 
their vanity, Do but let them alone; whatever ap- 


plication you may uſe to deſtroy this Prone it 


will ſtill maintain its ground againſt you. ith 
modeſt and baſhful children, nr praiſes might 
be uſed to give them courage ; but our little one is 
full of vivacity, and doth not want this aſſurance, but 
rather to be checked, and held back, Not, again, 
that J am for entirely baniſhing praiſes, they are a 


help to education, and virtuous diſpoſitions ; but we 


muſt know how to place them properly, and not be- 
ſtow them as ſeduced by our affection, or the chil» 
dren's charms, but zeta reflettion, Beſides, they 
muſt never be commended on account of external 
beauties (for they may hence deceive themſelves fo 


far, as to think that they ſupply the place of every 


ing), but for their good athons only. 
Cs They 
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They. mult be inſpired with a great love for truth, 
and taught to practiſe it even at their own coſt, We 
muſt -nfll into them the opinion, that nothing is ſo 
great as to ſay ingennouſly, I am in the wrong and 
beware of puniſhing them for the faults they confeſs, 

Again, children mult be made to have a vaſt opi- 
nion of honour, and taught to look upon diſgrace as 
a thing above all others to be dreaded. We often 
amuſe them with frivolous tales, that awaken all the 


timorous paſſions : it would be more N to keep 
t 


up their apprehenſion for diſhonour, that they might 
look upon eſteem as the firſt of benefits, and con- 
tempt as the greateſt of evils. When once you have 
worked them up to a ſenſe of eſteem, and of the 
ſhame og faults, you have gained a. great 
point in their education, Shame will then ſerve for 
a puniſhment, and eſteem ſupply the place of re- 
wards, 

It is of infinite importance to perſuade them tho- 
roughly, that happineſs is attached only to laudable 
actions: and we ought to grant them their requeſts, 
not as recompences, but as the neceſſary conſequences 
of their good deeds. . hw bring themſelves er 
to fancy, that what they aſk is beſtowed on, and be- 
longs to worthy actions only. | 

If the little preſents you make them conſiſt of eat- 
. ables, you increaſe in them the love of pleaſure, 
which is only to be barely ſuffered ; if they are for 
dreſs, you ſtrengthen the notion they have of triſles, 
which they mult be taught to deſpiſe. Children 
take a ide in being treated like reaſonable folks. 
This kind of pride mult be kept up, and made ule of 
as means to lead them whither we pleaſe. Reproot 


_ muſt be adminiſtered with caution, and they be made 
. to 
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to believe, that they have rather been guilty of for- 
getſulneſs, than failing. 

It is neceſſary to break the wilfulneſs of children, 
to render them plan and ſupple, to make them bend 
to the authority of reaſon, and teach them not to 
give way to their deſires. They have ſometimes 
tears of obſtinacy, and, not being able to compaſs 
their will, they endeavour, by their whinings, to 
maintain the right they fancy they have to do what 
they pleaſe, We muſt beware yielding to theſe fits 
of obſlinacy. Diflinguiſh likewife their natural 
wants from mere whims of fancy, and allow them to 
aſk for nothing but real neceſlaries. What gives 
ſtrength to our defires is, the liberty we are indulged 
in of expreſſing them; and whoever allows himſelf 
to change his wiſhes into requeſts, is not far from 
fancying that people are obliged to grant him every 
thing he defires. Beſides, we can more eaſily bear 
a denial from ourlelves, than from other people. 
The perſon who is with young Miſs has a great deal 
of merit, and ought to ſupply the place of reaſon 
with her. When we are not accullomed in our 
* childhood to ſubmit our wills to the reaſon of others, 
we ſhall find it very difficult to liſten to, and follow 
the dictates of our own, in a more advanced age. 

Children's minds muſt be armed with courage; for 


-. — » - 
— . 


E 
- — - © * 1 
IE 
- * * 1 


= = — — 


3 


— 


— — — 


; 
F 
8 
8 
5 


——— —— 
— 


AA K 


6 4 
Fl 
* 
1 
3 
* 

4 * 
1 | 
| FRA 
; T 
. wal ; 

WY 
8 
. 
2 


© a hrmneſs, which conſiſts in a ſettled inſenhbility of 
* ſoul, is the beſt ſhield we can oppoſe to evils. It is 
57 the ſupport of virtue, and a rampart againſt the ap- 
= rar IM of vice, Senſibility of foul doth but 
+ engthen out and eternize misfortunes 3 and without 
71 ö courage it is next to impoſſihle to remain firm in our 
1 duty. Nothing is more uſeful alſo, than to make 
2 them ſuſceptible of friendſhip and gratitude. It is 


the heart that muſt be wrought upon; we have no 
ſure - 


% 
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ſure and laſting virtues but by its means. It is well 
al ſo to accuſtom them to a juſt mind, and an upright 
heart. Inſpire them with liberality, and a notion of 
dividing what they have with others. They mult be 
perſuaded that the giver 1s the beſt off, ſince he hath, 
for his ſhare, the gor and pleaſure of obliging. 

Children often de ght in mimicking others, and 
when they do it with a grace, we are apt to be divert- 
ed with them. But this is a dangerous talent. We 
do not ſeek to imitate what is good; that would not 
raiſe a laugh: it is the ludicrous we try to hit, Do 
not let them fancy any agreeableneſs in apery. No- 
thing is eaſter than to divert, at other people's coll, 
whillt we are helped and encouraged by the malig- 
nity of the hearers. It ever requires much more wit 
to pleaſe with good-nature than with malice. 

Beſides theſe general rules for all children, there 
are ſome peculiar to each temper, which it is an eaſy 
matter to find out with the leaſt application. Little 

miſs, for inſtance, is tractable and endearing. This 
is a qualification uſeful to thoſe that poſſefs it, but 
dangerous for others. It impoſes on ſuperficial peo- 
ple; and who is not ſo? Do we take the trouble to 
dive into the bottom of characters? No; we yield 
to outward appearances, which hide many defects. 
Thoſe who perceive how it ſerves their turn, are all 
talk and outfide in the common courſe of life, and 
_ depart from the virtues of ſociety and affection. Such 

only as do not deal in bare appearances, pay us with 
realities, and are under a neceſſity of being true and 
' Jolid, which others wholly depart from, 
I am afraid alſo that the little thing is inclined to 


|- - + *vanity and giddineſs. They are foes to modelly ; 


and what can be done with a woman that wants mo- 


deſty? 
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deſty? Timidity, or baſhfulneſs, ought to be the cha- 


ratteriſtic of women, for it ſecures their vittue; and 
baſhfulneſs and modeſty are twin-fiſters, and are ſo 
near alike, that they are often taken one for the other. 
I think it high time now to ſet about corretting her. 
She gets forward in years, and theſe little imperfec- 
tions, which may ſeem nothing to thoſe who love her, 


ate nevertheleſs the ſeeds of vices. You know bet- 


ter than me, Madam, how a philoſopher, meeting 
with a child, reproved him for ſome fault, and that, 
upon the lad's telling him he chid him for a meer 
trifle, he replied, No habitual defect can be a ps 

I am ſenſible, Madam, that what I here offer is 
very unperfett; but I was willing to leave you the 
pleaſure of improving it with your own thoughts, and 
the right of corretting mine, I am, Madam, 


Your, &c. 


— ern— —— 
— — — — 
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LETTER. XXI. 


From a Lady to her Niece, on the Subject of Dreſs. 
Dear Biddy, | 
AM much of your opinion, that the make of a 


woman's min greatly contributes to the orna- 


ment of her body. Behold Lady Vicars / ſhe has 


the largeſt ſhare of ſimplicity of manners, perhaps, in 


her whole ſex. This makes every thing look native 
about her; and her cloaths are ſo exactly fitted, that 
they appear, as it were, part of her perſon. Every 
one that ſees her, knows her to be of quality ; but 
her diſtinction is owing to her manner, and not to 
her habit, Her beauty is ſall of attraQtion, but not 


of allurement, There is ſuch a compoſure in her 
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looks, and propriety in her dreſs, that you would 
think it impoſhble ſhe ſhould change the garb you 
one day fee her in, for any thing ſo becoming, till 
you next day ſee her in another. There is no myſter 


in this, but that, however ſhe 1s apparelled, the is her- 


ſelf the ſame ; for there is ſo immediate a relation 
betwen our thoughts and geſtures, that a woman muſt 
think well to look well: This I have no doubt of 
your endeavouring to do, my dear; which will give 
the ume ſt ſatisfattion to 
Your aſfectionate and tender Aunt, 
LXTIT IA. 


LETTER XXII. 


From a Mother to her Daughter, who had expreſſed 
her Wonder that any Woman ſhould be baſe or 
Wicked. 


Dear Hebe, 

Hatever high ideas you may have entertained 

of the periettion 4 . ſex, the truth is. they, 
like the other, vary in their characters; and your 
diſcourſe laſt night brings to my mind a paſſage in 
one of the Tatlers : The ordinary claſs of the good 
* or the ill, have very little influence upon the ac- 
© tions of others; but the eminent in any kyyd are 
c thoſe who lead the world below them. Te l arc 
© employed in communicating Scandal aufarry, and 
s diſeaſe, like furies: the good diflweb -ncv0- 
© lence, friendſhip, and health, hke Angels: The 
„ill are damped with pain and%as ll} ac the ſiglu 
© of all that is laudable, lovely, or happy. The vir- 
uus are touched with commileratigh toward the 
| Ng 0 . 2 * 6 guil., 
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e guilty, the diſagreeable, and the wretched. There 


are thoſe who betray the innocent of their own ſex, 
and ſolicit the lewd of ours. There are thoſe who 
have abandoned the very memory, not only of in- 
© nocence, but ſhame. There are thoſe who never 
© forgave, nor could ever bear being forgiven. There 
© are alſo thoſe who viſit the beds of the ſick, lull the 
cares of the ſorrowful, and double the joys of the 
« joyful. Such is the deſtroying fiend, ſuch the 
guardian Angel, woman.“ 

You, child, whom it has been the ſtudy of my 
life to adorn with every valuable principle, I make 
vo doubt, will be an honour to your ſex, and a per- 

) , p< 
tual ſource of comfort to 
Your moſt affeftionate and tender Mother, 
Mary CAKkEFUL. 


— 


— — — 


LETT ER AAR 


To a Young Lady, cautioning her againſt keeping 
company with a Gentleman of a bad Charatter. 


Dear Niece, | | | 
HE fincere love and affeftion which I now have 

for your indulgent father, and ever had for 

your virtuous mother, not long ſince deceaſed, toge- 
ther with the tender regard 1 have for your future 
happineſs and welfare, have prevailed on me to in- 
form you, rather by letter than by word of mouth, 
that the town rings of your unguarded condutt, and 
the too great freedoms that you take with Mr. Free- 
love, You have been ſeen with him (if fame lies not) 
in the ſide-boxes at both Theatres ; in St. Fames's 
Park on Sunday night, == afterwards at a certain 


3 | | Tavern, 
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Tavern, not a mile from thence, which is a houſe (a; 
I have been credibly informed) of no good repute. 
Do not imagine, Niece, that I am in the leaſt 
rejudiced, or ſpeak out of any private pique ; bit 
* me tell you, your familiarity with him gives me 
no ſmall concern, as his character is none of the beſt, 
and as he has atted in the moſt ungenerous manner 
by two or three very virtuous young ladies of my ac- 
quaintance, who entertained too favourable an opi- 
nion of his honqur. It is poſſible, as you have ng 
great expettancies from your relations, and he has an 
annuity, as it is reported, of 200l. a year left him 
by his uncle, that you may be tempted to imagine 
his addreſs an offer to your advantage: it is much 
to be queſtioned, however, whether Ps intentions are 
fincere ; for notwithſtanding all the fair promiſes he 
may poſſibly make you, I have heard it whiſpered, 
that C is privately engaged to a rich, old, doating 
lady not far from Hackney. Beſides, admitting it 
to be true, that he is really entitled to the annuity 
above-mentioned, yet it is too well known that he i; 
deep in debt; that he lives beyond his income, and 
has very little, if any regard for his reputation. In 
Mort, not to mince the matter, he is a perfect liber. 
tine, and is ever boalling of favours from our wea;; 
ſex, whoſe fondneſs and frailty are the conſtant to- 
Pics of his raillery and ridicule, 
All things therefore duly conſidered, let me pre- 
| Fail on you, dear Niece, to avoid his company as 
you would a. madman ; for notwithſtanding I (li! 
think you ſtrictly virtuous, yet your good name may 
be irreparably [of by ſuch open atts of1mprudence. 
As I have no other motive, but an unaffetted zeal 
er your interel} and welfare, J flatter mylelt you 
Wil 
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will put a favourable conſtruttion on the liberty here 
taken by, 
Your fincere friend and affectionate Aunt. 


= == 
LE0--I4 XN AIV. 


From a Young Woman juſt gone to Service, to her 
" Mother at Home. f 

Dear Mother, 
IT is a fortnight, this very day, that I have been 
at Mr. 7Joknfon's; and I thank Gad, I begin 
to find my ſelf a little ealier than J have been : but, 
indeed, I have ſuffered a great deal fince I parted 
from you, and all the reſt of our friends. At our 
firſt coming hither, I thought every thing looked ſo 
flrange about me: and when John got upon his horſe, 
2nd rode out of the vard, methought every thing look- 
ed ranger and itranger ; ſo I go up to the window, 
and looked aſter him till he turned into the London 
Road, (for you know we live a quarter of a mile on 
the further {ide of it) and then I ſat down and cried; 
and that always gives me ſome relief. Many a time 
have I cried ſince; but I do my beſt to dry up my 
tears, and to appear as chearful as I can. | 
Deareſt, mother, I return you a thoufand thanks 
for all the Kind advice you were ſo good as to give 
me at parting: and I think it over often and often: 
but yet, methinks, it would be better if I had it in 
writing ; that would be what I value above all things : 
but I am afraid to aſk for what will give you ſo much 
trouble, So, with my duty to you bo my father, 
and kind love to all friends, I remain ever *' 
a Tour moſt dutiful Daughter, + 

I 


— 
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LETTER XXV. 
The Mother's Anſwer, 


My dear Child, f 
I AM very ſorry that you have ſuffered ſo much 

ſince we parted : but 1t 1s always fo at firſt, and 
will wear away in time. I have had my ſhare too, 
but I bear it now pretty well ; and hope you will 
endeavour to follow my example in this, as you uſed 
to ſay you loved to 3 in every thing. You muſt 
conſider, that we never ſhould have parted with you, 
had it not been for your good. If you continue vir- 
tuous and obliging, all the family will love and eſ— 
teem you. You will get new friends there; and 1 
think I can aſſure you, that you will loſe no love 
here: for we all talk of you every evening; and eve- 
ry body ſpeaks of E as fondly, or rather more fond- 
ly than ever they did. In the mean time keep your- 
Nl employed as much as you can, which is the beſt 
way of wearing off any concern. Do all the buſi- 
vir of your place; and be always ready to aſſiſt your 
fellow-ſervants where you can in their bulineſz. Tus 
will both fill up your time, and help to endear you to 
them : and then you will ſoon have as many friends 

about you there, as you uſed to have here. 

I do not caution you againſt ſpeaking ill of any 
body living, for 1 know you never uſed to do it: 
but if you hear a bad ſtory of any body, try to fof- 
ten it al you can; and never tell it again, but rather 
let it ſlip out of your own mind as Gon as poſſible, 

I am in great hopes that all the family are Lind to 

you already, from the good chatacter I have * 

+ — 6. | N 4 
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of them; but I ſhould be glad to ſee it confirmed by 


our next, and the more particular you are in it the 
bent If you have any time to ſpare from your 
bulineſs, I hope you will give a good ſhare of it to 
your devotions ; that is an exerciſe which gives com- 
fort and ſpirits without tiring one, My prayers you 
have daily, I might have ſaid hourly : * thete is 
nothing that I pray for with more earneſtneſs, than 
that my deareſt child may do well, 

You did not mention any thing of your health in 
your laſt; but I had the pleaſure of hearing you were 
well, by Mr. Yates's young man, who ſaid he call- 
ed upon you in his way from London, and that you 
looked as freſh as a . and as bonny as a blarkbird. 
—You know James's way of talking.— However, 
J was glad to hear you was well; and deſite you 
would not forget to mention your health yourſelf in 
your next letter, Your father deſires his bleſhng, 
and your brothers their kind love to you. Heaven 
bleſs you, my dear child! and continue you to be a 
comfort to us all, and more particularly to, 

Your aſfeclionate Mother. 


— — 
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LETTER XXYL 


The Daugliter to her Mother, 

Dear Mother, 
HOUGH we begin to have ſuch cold weather, 
1 1am gotup into my chamber to write to you. 
God be thanked, I am grown almolt. quite eaſy, 
which 1s owngto my following your good advice, 
and the kindneſs that is already ſhewn mie in the fa- 
mily. Betty and 1 are bed-fellows; and ſhe, and 
Be | Robin 


g 
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Robin, and Thomas, are all ſo kind to me, that ! 
can ſcarce ſay which is the kindeſt. My maſter is 
ſixty-five years of age next April; but by his looks 
you would hardly take him to be fifty. He has al- 
ways an eaſy, ſmiling look; and is very good to all 
his ſervants. When he has happened to paſs by me, 
as I have been duſting out the chambers, or in the 
paſſage, he generally ſays ſomething to encourage me ; 
and that EO one's work' go on the more pleaſantly, 
My. miſtreſs is as thin as my maſter is plump; not 
much ſhort of him in age; and more apt to be a lu- 
tle peeviſh. Indeed that may eaſily be; for I have 
never yet heard my maſter ſay a ſingle word to any 
one of us, but what was kind and encouraging. 
My maſter, they ſay, is vaſtly rich; for he is a 
rudent man, and laid up a great deal of money while 
e was in buſineſs, with which he purchaſed this cl- 
tate here, and another in Sufex, ſome time before 
he left off. And they have, I find, a very good 
houſe in London, as well as this here; but my maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs both love the country beſt, and fo 
they ſometimes ſlay here for a whole winter, and all 
the ſummer always ; of which I am very glad, be- 
cauſe I am ſo much the nearer you : and I have 
heard ſo much of the wickedneſs of London, that I 
do not at all deſire to go there. As to my fellow- 
ſervants, it is thought that Betty (who is very gond- 
natured, and as merry as the day is long) is to be 
married to the jovial landlord over the way; aud, to 
ſay the truth, 1 am apt to believe, that they are 
actually promiſed to one another. | 
Our coachman, Thomas, ſeems to be a very good, 
worthy man; you may ſee by his eyes, that it does 
his heart good whenever he can do a kind thing for 


any 
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any of the neighbours, He was born in the pariſh, 
and his father has a good farm of his own in it, and 
rents another, Robin, the footman, is good-natured 
too; he is always merry, and loves to laugh as much 
as he loves to eat; and I am ſure he has a good fto- 
mach. But I need not talk of that, for now mine 1s 
come again, I eat almoſt as hearty as he does. With 
ſuch fellow-ſervants, and ſuch a maſler, I think it 
would be my own fault if I am not happy. Well in 
health, I aſſure you, I am, and begin to be prett 
well in ſpirits ; only my heart will heave a little ſtill 
every time I look toward the road that goes to your 
houſe, Heaven bleſs you all there! and make me 
a deſerving daughter of ſo good a mother, 
M. S. 


* 


— — — — — — 


E 
The Mother's Anſwer and Advice. 


Dear Child, | 
HE next piece of advice that I gave you, was, 
Jo think often, how much a life of virtue 1s 
to be preferred to a life of pleaſure ; and how much 
* better, and more laſting, a good name 1s than beau- 
* Oo 
If we call things by their right names, there is no- 
thing that deſerves the name of pleaſure ſo truly as 
virtue: but one muſt talk as eople are uſed to talk; 
and, I think, by a life of Len ach they generally 
mean a life of gaiety. 
Now our gaieties, God knows, are at beſt ver 
trifling, always unſatisfattory, often attended wit 
dilliculties in the procuring them, and fatigue in their 


very 


— OT 


. th. 
—— 


< — 


0G 
"vs 
1 

4 q 

„ 

+ v 

« 4 

| 

: 

* 1 
1 
5 
J f 
(4 


** 
N 
7 
( 
£5 
* 
FE 
; » 
— 


— 
—— — v nt — 


” * 
* - 
————— ᷑ͥ— — — — . — — 


$4 LETTERS OF ADVICE, 


very enjoyment, and too often followed by regret and 


elf-condemnation. What they call a life of pleaſure 


among the great, muſt be a very laborious life: they 
ſpend the greateſt part of the night in balls and aſ- 
ſemblies, and fling away the greateſt part of their 
days in fleep : their life is too much oppoſed to na- 
ture to be capable of happineſs: it is af a hurry of 
vilits, twenty or thirty perhaps in a day, to perſons 
of whom there are not above two or three that they 
have any real friendſhip or eſteem for (ſuppoſing them 
to be capable of either); a perpetual ſeeking after 
what they call diverſions ; an inſipidity, and want of 
taſte, when they are engaged in them; and a certain 
languiſhiny oF reſtleſlneſs when they are without 
them. This is not living, but a conſtant endeavour 
to cheat themſelves out of the little tune they have to 
live; for they generally inhabit a bad conſtitution, 
make it worſe by their abſurd way of life, and deli- 
ver a ſtill weaker and weaker thread down to their 
children, I do not know any one thing more ridicu- 
lous, than the ſeeing their wrinkled fallow faces all 
ſet off with diamonds. Poor miſtaken gentlewomen ; 
they ſhould endeavour to avoid people's eyes as much 
as pollible, and not to attract them; for they are 
N a quite deplorable ſight, and their very faces 
are a ſtanding leffon againſt the ſtrange lives they 


| lead. 


People in a lower life, it is true, do not act ſo ridi- 
euloully as thoſe in a higher; but even among them 
too there is a vaſt difference between the people that 
hve well, and the people that live ill; the people that 
are more healthy, in better ſpirits, fitter for buſinels, 
and more attentive to it ; the latter are more negligent, 
more uneaſy, more contemptible, and more 1. 

| n 
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In truth, either in high or in low life, virtue is 
only another name for happineſs, and debauchery is 
the high road to miſery; and this, to me, appears 
juit as true and evident, as that moderation is always 
good for us, and excels always hurtful. 

But is it not a charming thing to have youth and 
beauty,—to be followed and 1 have pre- 
ſents offered from all ſides to one, —to be invited to 
all diverſions, and to be diſtinguiſhed by the men from 
all the reſt of the company ?— Yes, my dear child! 
All chis would be charming, if we had nothing to do 
but to dance, and receive preſents, and if this diflinc= 
tion of you was to laſt always: but the miſchiefs of 
it is, that theſe things cannot be enjoyed without in- 


* creaſing your vanity every time you enjoy them, and 


ſwelling up a paſſion in you, that muſt ſoon be baulk- 
ed and diſappointed, How long 1s this beauty to 
laſt? There are but few faces that can keep it to the 
other ſide of hve and twemy ; and how would you 
bear it, after having been uſed to be thus diflinguiſh= 
ed and admired for ſome time, to {ink out of the no- 
tice of people, and to be neglected, and perhaps af- 
fronted, by the very perſons who uſed to pay the 
greateſt adoration to you ? | 

Do you remember the gentleman that was with us 
laſt autumn, and his preſenting you with that prett 
flower one day, on his coming out of the es} 
I do not know whether you underſtood him or not 


but I could read it in his looks, that he meant it for 


a leſſon to you, It is true, the flower was quite a 
2 one; but though you pu it in water, you know 
it faded and grew diſagreeable in four or five days; 
and had it not been cropped, but ſuffered to grow on 
in the garden, it would have done the ſame in nine 
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or ten. Now a year is to a beauty, what a day was 
to that flower; and who would value themſelves much 
on the poſſeſſion of a thing which they are ſure to 
loſe in fo ſhort a time? 

Nine or ten years is what one may call the natu- 
ral term of life for beauty in a young woman : but 
by accidents, or miſbehaviour, it may die long be- 
fore its time. The pr part of what people call 
beauty in your face, for inſtance, is owing to that air 
of innocence and modeſty, that is in it; if once you 
ſhould ſuffer yourſelf to be ruined by any baſe man, 
all that would ſoon vaniſh, and aſſurance and ugli- 
neſs would come in the room of it. 

And if other bad conſequences ſhould follow (for 
other bad ones there are, of more ſorts than one) you 
would loſe your bloom too, and then all is gone ! But 
keep your reputation, as you have hitherto kept it, 
and that will be a beauty which ſhall laſt to the end 
of your days; for it will be only the more confirmed 
and brightened by time: that will ſecure you eſteem, 
when all the preſent form of your face is vaniſhed 
away, and will be always mellowing into greater and 

reater charms. Theſe my ſentiments you will take 
as a bleſſing, and remember they come from the heart 
of a tender and aftethonate mother. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


From a Young Woman of Family, who had left her 
Relation ; to her Mother, 


Honoured Madam, 
| I AM ſenſible that it has been great uneaſineſs to 


you not to have heard of me in the time I _ 
on 
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been abſent; and indeed it has been as great a con- 
cern to me that I could not write to you, knowin 
what muſt be your fears and your grief about me. i 
thank Providence I can now write ſo as to give you 
comfort: and I was determined, that whatever I ſuf- 
fered, or whatever I even ſuppoſed you felt for me, 
I would not write any thing till it was in my power 
to do ſo. I have a ſlrange ſtory to tell you, but I 
{hall be brief in the relating it. | 

You cannot have been inſenſible, Madam, of Sir 
George's civilitiesto me, Indeed I have often thought 
that they made you ſecretly unealy, although you 
could not convemently ſpeak of it. To me the 
have been a continual torment 3; and had there been 


. no danger of my reputation, I would have fled to 
4 avoid the perſecution, I have not, Madam, been bred 
| under your inſtruttions to ſo bad a purpoſe, as not to 
4 fear diſhonour more than death, I therefore was not 
1 in danger with reſpett to virtue; but, Madam, to one 


who is truly virtuous, it is a pain beyond bearing to 
J be ſolicited. I knew your dependence upon this 
4 bad man, and therefore I never complained to you, 
K ſince I would not give you uneaſineſs where you could 
ret have no remedy ; but long before I left you I had 
determined to eſcape from him, | 
The evening that you was with his lady, and onl 
the maid at home with me, he made excuſes to ſend 
her out of the way, and was inſolent to a degree 
that I tremble now to think of: I pretended an apo- 
logy for a minute, and I went out, determined ne- 
ver to return again. This, Madam, is the true ſto- 
Ty of my leaving you. Be pleaſed to conſider that 
I could not run into the way of dangers ſo great as 
that I left behind, The waggon was to go out the 
H 2 
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next morning; and I went with it for London. It is 
now eleven days that I have been here. The little 
money I had has more than ſerved me for the time ; 
and I am now—I almoſt dread to tell you; yet what 
ſhould it ſignify for me to depend ſolely upon you, 
an e. e and a burthen * ou live, and deſti- 
tute afterwards, ſhould it pleaſe God for me to out- 
live you — I am, at this time, in the ſervice of the 
Lady Sherwin, the beſt woman in the world; and [1 
am as happy as if I wereone of her children. 

You know very well, Madam, that the ladies now 
keep nothing above a chambermaid : the place of 
companions and waiting- women is quite net voxel 
I do not therefore pretend to ſet my condition at all 
better than it is; but indeed, Madam, it is a very 
happy one, I have great content, and very little 
trouble. My lady is very kind, and I have the reſ- 
pett of other perſons. There are two things diſagree- 
' able, the name ofa ſervant, and the fitting down to 

eat with ſervants. But, for the firſt, it is falle pride, 
that teaches thoſe who have not wherewithal to ſup- 
port a higher title, to bluſh at it; and as for the other, 
all the time I ſpend among them is juſt while dining, 
for my lady is better pleaſed to have me near her, than 
below ſtairs amongſt the others, 

I do not put on this appearance of ſatisfaction, 
Madam, to deceive you, | feel jullhy what I express; 
to be ſure there 1s ſomething cutting to one born your 
daughter, and bred to plenty, and affluence, and re- 
ſpect, to link into a ſervant ; but this is all, and the 
pain that it gives, fo truly is my ſpirit humbled to my 
condition, is nothing to the ſatisfaction that attends 
it, The being freed from the importunities of a mat 
whom I hated, but dared not offend; the being " 
SR Ta ble 
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ſible that I am no longer burthenſome to you, whole 
income. 1s full little enough for yourſelf: ; and the 
peace of mind I enjoy, are all together a purchaſe ve- 
ry worthy this price, though it be a great one. 
I ſhall tell you, Madam, how I met with this good 
fortune. Although I did not come ſo entire a ſtran- 
ger to London, as ſome unhappy perſons do, yet it 
was the ſame thing to me, for T could apply to none 
that I knew on ſuch an occaſion, I had been told 
of the difficulty of getting good places; and I had 
been warned of the danger of falling into bad hands, 
I went to an office of regiſtering, and I deſired to 
to ſee the maſter of it. I told him all that happened 
to me : I informed him of what family I was, and 
what had made me leave my relations. He ſpoke to 
me with great friendſhip and reſpett: he promiſed 
me a place fit for ſo virtuous and well-born a perſon, 
and he has kept his word ; for it was he that recom- 
mended me to this, I have told you all, Madam; 
you will forgive me, and not be offended at the ſlep 
I have taken, ſince there wants nothing but your for- 
iT: ve ke m d nothing but your ap- 
giveneſs to make me eaſy, and nothing but y þ 
ng probation to make me the happieſt perſon in the 


le, 


185 world. 
4 J am, honoured Madam, 
| Your obedient Daughter, 
on, 
els; — 
7 OUT 
I re- LEI 3-15 KEENE 
| the The Mother's, Anſwer, 
, * Dear Daughter, | "ext 
ends | . 
nat OUR letter has been the greateſt comfort to 
** me. I knew not what to gueſs was become of 
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you, and indeed I feared th& worſt, I taxed Sir 
George with knowing of your leaving me, but I found 
be knew nothing of it; and he ſeemed fo concerned 
at it, that I was terrified with” the thought that you 
had reſented-ſometHhing from him by laying ideas 
hands upon yourſelf, God be praiſed it is no worſe 
it is. I do not pretend to be quite eaſy under 
Mhought of your preſent ſituation. I little believed 
once that any child of mine would come to wait 
upon another : and your Tajner would not reſt in his 
grave to think his own wat of care Had. been. the oc- 
caſion of it. But it is in vain to talk of that, You 
write ſo reaſonably, that I cannot contraditt any thing 
you ſay, God, that has given you underſtanding 
to diſlmguiſh ſo properly, give you ſtrength Fee 0 
tinue to bear what may be diſagreeable in youPnew 
ſtation. I will not atk you to leave it, although it 
rieves me to think you ſhould aeſcendtoit. However, 
my deareſt child, nothing is ſhamefuf that is honeſt, 
Comfort yourſelf with that thoygly it ſhall be my 
greatghh comfort too. I Thall pray that you may not 
repent of what you have done; and I defire you of- 
ten to write to me. My dear, farewel; it will eaſe 
Sir George's mind, though he ſcarce deſerves it, to 
tell him that you are fafe ; but he ſhall ger know 
wheres My dear child, Hrewel. 


ih; 
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LETTERS relating to Love, CourTsnire, 


MARRIAGE, and the Conduct of a Mar- 
ried Life. 8 
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M LETTER xxx. 


Letter from a Lady, encouraging her Lover to a 
farther Declaration, 
SIX, 


AM very little in love with the faſhionable me- 
chods of couriſhip: ſincerity with me is pre ferab e 
to compliments: yet 1 ſce no reaſon why common 
decency ſhoule diſcarded. There is {omething fo 
odd in your fttle, that when Iko whether you are 
in jeſt or earneſt, I ſhall be leſs at a loſs to anſwer 
you. Mean time, as there is abundant room for-ri- 
ling, rather than ſinking, in your complatianee, you 
may poſſibly have choſen wilely ta begin firſt at the 
lower end. If this be the caſe, 4, know not what 
your ſucceeding addreſſes may produce: but I tell you 
fairly, that your preſent makewno great impreſſion, 
yet perhaps, as much as you intend, on Aly. 


* 
* WP 
— 


Tur humble Servant, 
a p LET- A 
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LETTER XXXL \ 
The Lady's Anſwer to his Reply, which pg 


has farther Declaration, putting the Mativr on a 
fu den ue. 4 l 
SIX, . 


XMS ve are boch ſo well inclined to avoid unneceſſa 
ry trouble, as well as unneceſſary compliments, 
I think proper to acquaint you, that Mr. Dunford, of 
Wincheſter, has the management of all my affairs; 
and is a man of ſuch probity and honour, that I do 
nothing in any matters of conſequence without him, 
I have no diſlike to your perſon ; and if you approve 
of what Mr. Dunford can acquaint you with 1n re- 
lation to me, and I approve of his report in your fa- 
Y vour; 1 {hall be far from ſhewing any gentleman that 
I have either an infolent or a ſordid ſpirit, -e ſpecial- 
ly to ſuch as do me the honour of their good opinion. 

220 Sir, | p 

| Your humble Servant. 
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LETTER XXXII. 


ung Lady to her Mother, on her having 
received a Propoſal of Marriage. 
Del nd honoured Madam, | | 
ty and affebtion both 6blige me to inform 
„that fince I have been 5 L have re- 
eral viſits from one Mr. Goles, an ironmon- 
. gerof this place, ho profeſſes to have entertained 
à ſincere affection for-me, His perſon is not Sy 
; * "= > a 
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able, and my aunt gives him an extraordinary cha- 
ratter: ſhe tells me, that he has been ſet up for him- 
ſelf theſe three or four years, and has a conſiderable 
trade; that he began with a capital of a thouſand 


pounds, and bids fair for being a wealthy tradeſman : 


ſhe alſo ſays, that ſhe has known him from his infan- 
cy, and that he was always remarkable for the excell- 
ence of his temper. But, notwithſtanding this fa- 
vourable deſcription, I hope, you will ak me ſin- 
cere, when I aſſure you, that he has not yet made 
the leaſt impre ſſion on my heart. It was contrary to 
my inclinations that he was ever brought into my 
company, or allowed to profeſs a paſſion that want- 
ed your approbation; but as my aunt has conſider- 
able dealings with him, ſhe was unwilling to diſoblige 
him, by refuſing to let him ſee and ſpeak to me. I 
have, however, ventured to tell him, that as he has 
negle&ed writing to you, I have reſolved to do it 
myſelf, and that I inſiſt upon his not paying me ano» 
ther, viſit, till I have received your anſwer, The re- 
membrance of your indulgence and affect on would 
have fade me reproach myſelf for ever, nad I not 
now taken the firſt opportunity to inform you and my 
Papa of this affair, ad to beg your advice, While 1 
am in à condition to take it. "at with my hum- 
ble duß) io you and my dear Papa, honoured Madam, 
ry Four dutiful and obedient Daugliter, 


"4 
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LETTER xxxIII. 


The Mother's Anſwer, on a Suppoſition that ſhe 
does not entirely diſapprove of the young Man's 
Addreſſes. 


Dear Ln CY, | 


- 


dre 1 tather and I are equally pleaſed with the 
inſlance you have given us of our duty and 
diſcretion. Our tender affection will induce us to 
take the. firſt opportunity to enquire into Mr. Coles's 
character; and if it be anſwerable to our hopes, we 
ſhall gladly conſent to an union that affords you an 
agreeable proſpet} of happineſs. However, it is ne- 
ceſſary that you ſhould fil keep yourſelf on your 
guard, Elis profeſſions may be nothing more than 
the idle unmeaning flattery of a perſon who has no 
other view, but that of trifling away a leiſure hour: 
his deſigns may be even moſt diſhonourable; he may 
ſeek your rum, only for the gratification of his own 
looſe deſires : and even ſuppoſing all you have heard 
of him be true, he may have private vices that may 
tarniſh all his good qualities, Do not think, my 
dear, that theſe ſuppoſitions are a proof of an un- 
charitable ſpirit: his not acquainting your father or 
me with his intentions gives but too much ground for 
ſuch injurious ſuſpicions ; and the importance of an 
event, on which our happineſs or miſery mult depend, 
calls for the utmoſt caution. Keep him, therefore, 
at a diſtance. Deſire your aunt to intimate to hun, 
(if ſhe or you have not done it already) that you are 
not at your own diſpoſal, But if you find you have 
an averhon to his perſon, or if any part of his beha- 
viour is ſo diſagrecable, as to make it ĩmpoſſible for 

5 bim 
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him to gain your aſſettion, I would not have your aunt 
give him any hopes that my e will be of 
any advantage to him; for let him be ever ſo worthy 
of your eſteem, we ſhall never deſire you to marry 
the man you cannot love. I ſhall endeavour to ob- 
tain as perfett a knowledge of him as poſſible ; and if 
your father and I have reaſon to think him worthy of 
our child, and you are diſpoſed to favour his — * , 
we {hall rejoice in A. all in our power to 
your felicity, Your father ſends you his bleſſing 
with mine, I am, my dear Lucy, 


Your tender Mother, &c. 


» 


LETTER XXXIV. 


From a Maid Servant to her Mother in the Coun— 
try, to aſk her Advice whether ſhe ſhould marry 
her Maſter's Apprentice. 

Honoured Mother, 
* DON is certainly the beſt place in the world 
for thoſe who are to maintain themſelves b 
their own labour, provided they have good funk 
enough to withiand the temptations and ſnares they 
are daily ſubjett to, and which they cannot be too 
much guarded againſt, I have a very good place, 

and am well reſpetted by my maſter and millrelb. 1 

therefore return you my thanks in the moſt dutiful 

manner, for perſuading me, though contrary to my 
inclinations, to come to town, 4 — 
But the particular reaſon of my writing. at this time 

is to inform you, that a young man, who is an 1* 

e to my maſter, preſſes me to marry him; 

has good friends, and has ſerved five years; but as 

my maſter or miſtreſs might be diſpleaſed with him, 
| | were 


E - - SeKeeping ſervants of your own; but let me ze 
> * that by marry ing an 1,60 you would take a moſt 
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were they to know it, I have concealed it from them, 
though I thought it my duty to write to you to know 
whether you approve of it. I am, 


Your dutiful Daughter, 


— = = —— 
LETTER XXXV. 


The Mother's Anſwer. 


Dear Child, 
I AM very glad to hear you are in a good place, 
and that you are ſo happy as to pleaſe your miſ- 
treſs. I am ſure you have reaſon to believe, that I 
always gave you the beſt advice in my power, and 
you have in more than one inſtance, when it has 
croſſed your inclinations, found it of great advantage; 
I therefore deſire you to pay a rig regard to what 
I am going to ſay. I do not doubt but-you are plea- 
.&d with the thought of being miſtreſs of a ſhop, and 
| 


you, 


unlikely method of abtaining that happineſs. You 
tell me, the young man has ſerved five years: he 
has then two to ſerve ; but what difhculties would he 
labour under, and how uncomfortable would thoſe 
two years be to you? I almoſt tremble at the very 
thoughts of what you would ſuffer, In this time, 
you probably would have, one child, and be far gone 
with another; while your huſband had no honelt 
means of ſupporting his increaſing expences, The 
difficulties he would labour under, and the knowledge 
of this imprudent ſtep, would deſtroy his credit ; and 
if his friends ſhould at laſt forgive him, and furniſh 


him with money to open a ſhop of his own, you _ 
| ot 
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boch begin the world under the greateſt di ſadvantages, 
under great eKpences, and a ——— tredit; but if 
they ſhould/never forgive him, he would be obliged 
io become a journey man, and, at the ſame time, be 
burdened not only with a family, but with a load of 
debt, which he would never be able to pay. In ei- 
ther of theſe caſes, can you imagine, that the conti- 
nual uneaſineſs of his mind, and the flights he receiv- 
ed from all his friends, and even from thoſe whom 
he now looks upon as his inferiors, would not ſour 
his temper, and make you ſtill more wretched by 
his ill-humour? He will reflect, with anguiſh of 
heart, on what he might have been, had he never 
known you ; and what quarrels, what diſtreſs, what 
miſery, would then be your portion ! 

Let me, therefore, my dear child, adviſe you by 
all means, and as you have a regard for your own - 
happineſs, not to marry him till he is out of his time; 
and not even then, till he has obtained the conſent 
of his friends, Mean while, be careful of allowing 
him even innocent liber ies; and, if poſſible, never 
give him an opportunity of being with you alone: 
If you cannot do this where you are, let no conſider- 
ations. of preſent e © prevent your leaving 
your place. God grant that you may follow this 
advice; and with my earneſt prayers that you may, 


I cemain, | 
| Your tender, and fearful Mother. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


From a Mother to à Gentleman, who had aſked 
Permijjion to addreſs her Daughter. 


SIR, 


HE letter which you have done me the honour 

| 7 to write to me, ſpeaks you to be a gentleman, 

1 and a man of ſenſe. I am ſorry to acquaint you, 
that after ſuch a prepoſſeſſion in your favour, 18 

for mote than one reaſon deſirous to decline the of- 7 

fer you are pleaſed to make toward an alliance in my 

family. My daughter is very dear to me; and [ 

think ſhe has caſt an eye elſewhete: I with ſhe may J 


have employed her attention as worthily, The man- 


ner alſo of your application does not quite pleaſe me: par 

I think there is ſomething indelicate and improper in ma 
this wild manner of engaging in an attachment, and opi 
in pleading in favour of it. I wiſh you had known Ref 
my daughter more before you ſpoke ſo much, and I fon 
had met with me among our acquaintance to have 1 
mentioned it. I am convinced, Sir, that I do not ne; 
think more of you than I may with juſtice, when 1 MO x 
*- confeſs to you that I believe you would be more than vert 
an equal match for my daughter; for though ſhe has Y 


6 fond ſuffer me, Sir, although I am her mother, to ae 1 
ay it) great merit, her forthe, though not quite in- this 1 
conſiderable, is not great, You will ſee, Sir, that 
I waver in my opinion this ſubject ; but you mult 
attribute it to the true cauſe ; and believe that every 
thing which bas, be it ever ſo remote, a tendency 
to my daughter's welfare, will make me very camti- 
ous of determining. To give you my final 5 


4 1 | 


o 
, 5 i 
* 


(at leaſt what is final to me at preſent) I have not a 
thought of aſking who it is that has thus favoured us, 
nor would adviſe my daughter to remember it. I 
thank you, Sir, in her name, as well as my own, 
for the honour you intended us, and am, 
| S 1 R, 
Your moſt obedient Servant. 


4 — 4 " a 


L'ETTER:.XXXVII. 


The Anſwer of a Lady to a Gentleman's Letter, in 
which he profeſſes his Tenderneſs for her. 


STR, 2d 4 
I modeſty be the greateſt glory in our ſex, ſurely 
it cannot be blame worthy in yours, For my own 
part, I muſt think it the moſt amiable quality either 
man or woman can poſſeſs. Nor can there be, in any 
opinion, a true reſpect where there is not a diffidence 
of one's on merit, and an high opinlon of the per- 

ſon's we eſteem, | 
To ſay more, on this occaſion, would little become 
me: ta ſay læſe, would look as if I knew not how 
to pay that regard to modeſt merit, which modeſt 

n nexit only deſerves. » 3 

You, Sir, beſt know your own heart; and if you 
80 you ought 


o ie ſincere and generous, will receive 


n- Ibis fianknefs from 3 
lat ? | Your lumble 58 eruant. 
” .4 i 7 N . 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


A facetious Young Lady to her Aunt, ridiculing 
her fertous Lover. 


Dear Aunt, a 
1 AM much obliged to you for the kindneſs you 


intended me, in recommending Mr. Richards 

to me for a huſband : but I muſt be ſo free to tell 

you, he is a man no ways ſuited to my inclination, 

deſpiſe, it is true, the idle rants of romance; bu 

I am inclinable to think there may be an extreme on 
the other {ide of the queſtion. 

The firſt time the honeſt man came to ſee me, in 
the way you was pleaſed to put into his head, was 
one Sunday after 3 time. He began wich tel- 
ling me, what I found at my fingers ends, that it 
was very cold; and politely blowed upon Ki. I 
immediately 8 that his paſſion for me could 
not keep him warm; and in complaiſance to your 
recommendation, conducted him to the fire- hide. At- 
ter he had pretty well rubbed heat into his hands, he 
ſtood up with his back to the fire, and, with his 
hands behind him, held up his coat, that he might 
be warm all over; and, looking about him, aſked, 
with the tranquility of a man a twelve-months mai- 
ried, and juſt come oft a journey, how all friends 
did in the country : I ſaid, I hoped = well: but 
would be glad to warm my fingers. Cry mercy 
Madam! And then he ſhuffled a little farther 

from the fire; and after two or three hems, and 


lon 5 auſe 


ave heard, ſaid he, a moſt excellent ſermon ju 
now 


* 
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now: Dr. Thomas is a fine man truly: did you ever 
hear him, Madam ? No, Sir, I generally go to my 
own pariſh-church. That is right, Madam, to be 
ſure : what was your ſubjett to-day ? The 3 
and the Publican, Sir. A very good one truly: Dr. 
Thomas would have made fire work upon that ſub- 
jett. His text to-day was Evi, communication cor- 
rupt good Manners. A good ſubject, Sir; I doubt 
not the Doctor made a fine diſcourſe upon it. O ay, 
Madam, he cannot make a bad one on any ſubjeQ, 
I rung for the tea-kettle ; for, thought I, we ſhall 
have all the heads of the ſermon immediately. 

At tea he gave me an account of all the religious 
ſocieties, unaſked ; and how many boys they had 
put out apprentices, and girls they nad taught to knit, 
and ſing plalms. To all which I gave a nod of a 

robation, and was juſt able to ſay (for I began to G 
E in the vapours) it was a very excellent cha- 
rity. O ay, Madam, ſaid he again, (for that is his 
word, I find) a very excellent one truly; it is ſnatch- 
ing ſo many brands out of the fire. You are a con- 
aur vir, I doubt not, O ay, Madam, to be 
ſure ; every good man would contribute to ſuch a 
worthy charity, to be ſure. No doubt, Sir, a bleſ- 
{ing attends upon all who promote ſo worthy a deſign, 
O ay, Madam, no doubt, as you fay : I am ſure 
I have found it; bleſſed be God: and then he twang- 
ed his noſe, and lifted up his eyes, as if in an ejacu- 
lation. 1 

O, my good aunt, what a man is here for a huſ- 
band! At laſt came the happy moment of his taking 
leave; for I would not aſk him to ſtay ſupper : and, 
moreover, he talked of going to a lecture at St. He- 


len'ss And then ( though L had an opportunity of 
13 | ſay ing 
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ſaying little more than yes, and no, all the time; for 
he took the vapours he had put me into, for devotion 
or gravity ; at leaſt, I believe ſo) he preſſed my hand, 
looked frightfully kind, and gave me to underſtand, 
as a mark of his favour, that if, upon further conver- 
ſation and enquiry into my e he ſhould hap- 
pen to like me as well as he did from my behaviour 
and perſon, Why, truly, I need not fear, in time, 
being bleſled with him for my huſband! 

This, my good aunt, may be a mighty ſafe way 
of travelling towards the land of matrimony, as far 
as I know ; but I cannot help withing for a little more 
entertainment on our journey. I am willing to be- 
lieve Mr. Richards an honeſt man; but am, at the 
ſame time, afraid his religious turn of temper, how- 

ever in itſelf commendable, would better {uit with a 
woman who centers all deſert in a folemn appear- 
ance, than with, dear aunt, | 


Your greatly obliged Kinſwoman, 


—y 
— — * 
—— — 


LIEFERN XXXIX. 
Her Aunt's Anſwer, reproving her ludricious Turn 


of Mind, 

Coufen Jenny, 
1 AM forry you think Mr, Richards fo unſuitable 
a lover. Ile is a ſerious, ſober, good man: and 
ſurely when ſeriouſneſs and ſobriety make a necella- 
ry part of the duty of a good huſband, a good fa- 
ther, and a good maſter of family, thole charac- 
ters ſhould not be the ſubject of ridicule, in perſons 
of our ſex eſpecially, who would reap the greatelt 
| advantage 
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advantage from them, But he talks of the weather 
when he firſt ſees you, it ſeems ; and would you have 
him directly fall upon the ſubjeft of Love, the mo- 
ment he beheld you ? | 

He vilited you juſt afier the ſermon, on a Sunday; 
and was it ſo unſuitable for him to let you ſee, that the 
2 the day had made proper impreſſions upon 
him 

His turn for promoting the religious ſacieties, 
which you ſpeak ſo flightly of, deſerves more regard 
from every good perſon ; for that ſame turn is a kind 
of ſecurity to a woman, that he who had a benevo- 
lent and religious heart, could not make à bad man, 
or a bad huſband. To put out r boys to appren- 
tice, to be: girls to 8 e be Ea ve- 
ry few a ſubjett for ridicule ; for he that was ſo wil- 
king to provide for the children of others, would take 
{lll greater care of hzs own. 

He gave you to underſtand, that if he liked your 
character on enquiry, as well as your perſon and be- 
haviour, he ſhould think himſelf very happy in ſuch 
a wife ; for that, I dare ſay, was more like his lan- 
guage, than what you put in his mouth: and, let 
me tell you, it would have been a much ſtranger 
ſpeech, had ſo cautious and ſerious a man ſaid, with= 
out a thorough knowledge of your character, that at 
the firſt ſight he was over head and ears in love wich 
vou. | 
I think, allowing for the ridiculous turn your airy 
wit gives to this firſt viſit, that, by your own account, 
he atted like a prudent, ſerious, and worthy man, as 
he is, and like one who thought flaſhy compliments 
beneath him, in fo ſeriou an affair as this. 

I think, Couſin Jenny, s not only a * 

oy 
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ſafe way, as you call it, of travelling towards che 
land of matrimony, but to the land of happineſs, 
with reſpett as well to the next world as this. And 
it is to be hoped, that the better entertainment you 
Jo much wiſh for on your journey, may not lead you 
too much out of your way, and divert your mind 
from the principal view which you ought to have to 
your journey's end. 

In ſhort, I could rather have wiſhed, that you could 
bring your mind nearer to his ſtandard, than that he 
ſhould bring down his to your level. And you would 
have found more ſatisfattion in it than you imagine, 
could you have brought yourſelf to a little more of 
that ſolemn appearance, which you treat ſo lightly, 
and which, I think, in lim is much more than meer 
appearance. 

Upon the whole, Couin Jenny, I am ſorry, that 
a woman of virtue and morals, as you are, ſhould 
treat ſo ludriciouſly a ſerious and pious frame of mind, 
in an age wherein good examples are ſo rare, and ſo 
much wanted ; though, at- the ſame time, I am far 
from offering to preſcribe to you in ſo arduous an af- 
fair as a huſband; and wiſh you, and My. Richards 
too, ſince you are ſo differently diſpoſed, matched 
more ſuitably to each other's mind than you are like- 
ly to be together: for I am - 

Your truly afßectionate Aunt, 


——_— — — — — — 
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L ETTC EN XL. 


From a Young Lady to her Father, acquainting 
him with a Propoſal of Marriage made to her. 


Honoured Sir, 

'N S young Mr. Lovewell, whoſe father, I am 
ſenſible, is one of your intimate acquaintance, 

has, during vour abſence in the country, made an 
open declaration of his paſſion for me, and preſſed 
me cloſely to comply with his overtures of marriage, 
I thought it my duty to decline all offers of that na- 
ture, however advantageous they might ſeem to be, 
till I had your thoughts on ſo important au affair; 
and I am abſolutely determined either to diſcourage 
his addreſſes, or to keep him at leaſt in ſuſpence, tl 
your return, as I ſhall be dire Sed by your ſuperior 
judgment. I beg leave, however, with due ſubmiſ- 
ſion, to acquaint you of the idea I have entertained 
of him, and hope I am not too blind, or partial in 
his favour, He ſeems to me 10 be perfettly honour- 
able in his intentions, and to be no ways inferior to 
any gentleman of my acquaintance hitherto, in re- 
- gard to good ſenſe, or good manners. II frankly 
own, Sir, I could admit of his addrefles with pleaſure, 
were they attended with your conſent and approba- 
tion: be aſſured, however, that I am not ſo far en- 
gaged, as to act with precipitation, or comply with 
any offers inconſiſtent with klial duty, which, in gra— 
titude to your paternal indulgence, I ſhall ever owe 
you. Your ſpeedy inſtruttion therefore in ſo mo- 
mentous an article, will prove the greatelt ſatisfaction 
imaginable to, Honoured Sir, | 

Your moſt dutiful Daughter, 
LET - 
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r I. 
From a Daughter to a Mother upon the ſame Oc- 


cajuon, 


Honoured Madam, 


8 after I had left you and my friends in the 
| country, I happily engaged with one Mrs. Pru- 
dence, a governeſs of a noted young ladies boarding- 
ichool at the court end of the town, to att as her 
aſliſtant. She has treated me, ever fince I have 
been with her, with the utmoſt good nature and con- 
deſcenfion, and has all along endeavoured to make 
my ſervice more eaſy and advantageous to me than 
I could reafonably expect. On the other hand, as 
a grateful acknowledgment of her favoms, I have 
made her intereſt my whole ſtudy and delight. My 
courteous deportment towards the young ladies, and 
my conſtant care to oblige my governeſs, have not 
only gained me the love and eſteem of the whole 
houſe, but young Mr. Byron, the dancing maſter 
who attends our ſchool weekly, has caſt a favour- 
able eye upon me ſome time, and has lately made 
me ſuch overtures of marriage, as are, in my own 
opinion, worthy of my attention. However, not- 
withſtanding he is a great favourite of Mr. Prudence, 
a man of unblemiſhed character, and very extenſive 
buſineſs, I thought it would be an att of the higheſt 
ingratitude to fo indulgent a parent as you have 5488 
to me, to conceal from you an affair whereon m 
future happineſs, or miſery, muſt ſo greatly * 8x f 
As to his perſon, age, and temper, I mult own, 
Madam, with a bluſh: that they are all perfetily 


agreeable ; 
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agreeable; and I ſhould think myſelf very happy, 
ſhould you countenance his addreſs. I es mylelf, 
however, that I have ſo much command of my own 
paſſions, as in duty to be directed in ſo momentous 
an affair by ſuperior judgment, Your ſpeedy anſwer 
therefore will be looked upon as an additional att of 


indulgence ſhewn io 
Your moſt dutiful Daughter, 
S rr 
„ 


The Mother's Anfwer to the foregoing. 


Dear Daughter, 

Received yours in regard to the overtures of mar- 
riage made * by Mr. Byron, and as that is a 
very weighty affair, I ſhall return to London as ſoon 
as poſſible, in order to make all due enquiries. And 
in caſe I find no juſt grounds for exception to the 
man, I have none to his occupation, fince it is ſuit- 
able enough to that ſlate of life for which you ſeem 
to have a peculiar taſte. However, though I ſhould 
rejoice to ſee you ſettled to your ſatisfattion and ad- 
vantage, and though you ſeem to entertain a very fa- 
vourable opinion of his honour, and abilities to main- 
tain you in a very decent manner, yet L would have 
you weigh well the momentous matter in debate: do 
not be too haſty, my dear ; conſider, all is not gold 
that glitters : men are too often falſe and perhdivus ; 
promiſe fair, and yet, at the ſame time, aim at no- 
thing more 1han the gratification of their unruly de- 
fires, I do not ſay that Mr. Byron has any ſuch 
diſhonourable intentions, and I hope he has not ; for 


which reaſon I would only have you act with diſcre- 
tion, 


I 


* 
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tion and reſerve ; give him neither too great hopes 
of ſucceſs, or an abſolute denial to put him in def- 
pair. All that you have to ſay till you ſee me is 
this, that you have no averſion to his perſon ; but 
that you are determined to be wholly directed by your 
mother in an aflair of ſo ſerious a concern. This will 
= induce him to make his application to me 
on my firſt arrival; and you may ee upon it, 
no care ſhall be wanting on my fide to promote your 
Future happineſs and advantage. I am, 

Dear Daughter, 


Your truly affectionate Mother. 


— ——————_ — — — . 


LETTER XL). 


From a Young 1.ady to her Father, expoſtulating 
againſt a Propofal of Marriage made to her. 


Honoured Str, . | 
1 Never till now thought it could be a pain to me 
to anſwer any letter that came from my dear 
Papa; but this laſt of your's diſlreſſes me to the 
greateſt degree, as I know not how to ſend an an- 
{wer that is conſiſtent with the duty I owe, and the 
afteftion I bear, to the beſt of parents, without at Fs 
the ſame time offering up my ſincerity, and making 
a ſacrifice of my peace and happineſs. —Ah ! dear 
Sir, reflect, do reflect on the real worth and uſe of - 
riches . do they purchaſe health? Do they purchoe 
peace ? Do they purchaſe happineſs? No, — Then 
why am I to barter health, and peace, and happinels ? 1 
for riches ?—The man you propoſe to me I know tion 
ou would never have thought on but for his im- e 


- menſe wealth, for he has nothing elſe to 2 
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him. And 1, who can live upon a little; I, who 
at preſent have no canker in my heart, and am hap- 
py in the company of my dear Papa and Mamma, 
can never think of giving up this peace and tranqui- 


ſelf at the mercy of a brute, 


lity, and of throwing my 
that I deteſt, for the ſake of being thought worth a 


large ſum of money that I do not want, and can, 
wake no uſe of, Theſe are truths that I am afraid 
will be diſagreeable to you, and therefore it is with 
pain I write them; but, my dear Papa, what pain, 
would it give you to ſee me made for ever miſerable! 
I know, what would ſhorten my days, would-put an 
end to yours, ſo great is your affettion for me. The 
ſenſe of that affection, and my own love and gra- 
titude to you, the belt of 8 will make me fab 
mit to any thing. Do by me as you pleaſe, but 
pray think of the conſequences; and believe me to 
© | | 
Honoured Sir, your moſt dutiſul, 
affettionate, and obedient Daughter, 


— — __—— — — — 
o— — — a 
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From a Daughter to a Father, wherein ſhe dutiful- 


ly eæpoſtulates ; am oh Match he had propojed 
to her, with a Gentleman much older than fer- 


fa. 


Honoured Sir, 


13 your injunctions ſhould prove dia- 
1 metrically oppoſite to my own ſecret inclina- 
tions, yet I am not inſenſible, that the duty which I 


eve you binds me to * wich them. Beſides, 
I ſhould; 
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I ſhould be very ungrateful, ſhould I preſume, in 


any point whatever, conſidering your numberleſs acts 
of parental indulgence towards me, to conteſt your 
will and pleaſure, Though the conſequences there- 
of ſhould prove never ſo fatal, Il am determined to 
be all dee: in caſe what J have to offer in my 
own defence ſhould have no influence over you, or 
be thought an inſufficient plea for my d br to a 
match, which, unhappily for me, you ſeem to ap- 
prove of. It is very poſſible, Sir, the gentleman 
you recommended to my choice, may be poſſe ſſed 
of all that ſubſtance, and all thoſe good qualities, 
that bias you ſo ſtrongly in his favour ; but be not 
angry, dear Sir, 3 remind you, that there is 
a vait diſproportion in our years. A lady of more 
experience, and of a more advanced age, ſhould, in 
my humble opinion, be a much fitter help-mate for 
him. To be ingenuons, (permit me, good Sir, to 
ſpeak the ſentiments of my heart without reſerve for 
once) a man, almoſt in his grand climattenick, can 
never be an agreeable companion for uus, nor can 
the natural gaiety of my temper, which has hitherio 
been indulged by yourſelf in every iuocent amulc- 
ment, be over agreeable to him. Though his fond- 4 
neſs at firſt may connive at the liule freedoms I ſhall 
be apt to take; yet as ſoon as the edge of his appetite 
Mall be abated, he will grow jealous, and for ever 
torment me without a cauſe, I ſhall be debarred of 
every diverſion ſuitable to my years, though never ſo 
harmleſs and inoffenſive; permitted to fee no com- 
pany 3 hurried down perhaps to fome melancholy ru- 
ral receſs; and there, like my Lady Grace in the 
Play, fit penſive and alone, under a green tree. 
Your long-experienced goodneſs, and that tender re- 


gard whic you have always expreſſed for my eaſe 


and 
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and ſatisfattion, encourage me thus freely to expoſ- 
tulate with you on an affair of ſo great an importance. 
If, however, after all, you ſhall judge the inequality 
of our age an inſufficient plea in my favour, and that 
want of affection for a huſband is but a trifle, where 
there is a large fortune and a coach and fix to throw 
into the ſcale; if, in ſhort, you ſhall lay your pe- 
remptory commands. upon me to relign up all my 
real happineſs and peace of wind for the vanity of 
living in youp and grandeur, I am ready to ſubmit 
to your {upenor judgment. Give me leave, how- 
ever, to obſerve, that it is impoſſible for me ever to 
love the man into whole arms I am to be thrown ; 
and that my compliance with ſo detelted a propoſi- 
tion, is nothing more than the reſult of the moſt in- 
violable duty to a father, who never made the leaſt 
attempt before to thwart the inclinations of 
| His ever obedient Daughter. 


— — 
— — 
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From a Young Lady to a Gentleman that courted 
her, whom ſhe could not like, but was forced by 
her Parents to receive his Viſits, and think” of 
none elſe for her Huſband, 


SIR, | | : 
T is a very ill return which I make to the reſpe& 


you have for me, when I acknowledge to you, 
that though the day of our marriage is appointed, I 
am incapable of loving you. You may have obſerved, 
in the long converſation we have had at thoſe times 
that we were left together, that ſome ſecret hung 


82 upon 
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upon my mind, I was obliged to an ambiguous be- 
haviour, and durſt not reveal myſelf further, becauſe 
my mother, from a cloſet near the place where we 
ſat, could both hear and ſee our converſation, I 
Have ſtritt commands from both my parents to receive 
by and am undone for ever, except you will be ſo 

ind and generous as to refuſe me. Conſider, Sir, 
the miſery of beſtowing yourſelf upon one who can 
Have no proſpett of happineſs but from your death. 
This is a confeſhon made perhaps with an offenſive 
uncerity; but that condutt is much to be preferred 
to a ſecret diſlike, which could not but ball all the 
ſweets of life, by impoſing on you a companion that 
doats and languiſhes for another. I will not go fo 
far as to ſay my paſſion for the gentleman, whoſe 
wife I am by pon, would lead me to any thing 
criminal againſt your honour. I know it is dreadfil 
enough to a man of your ſenſe to expect nothing but 
forced - civilities in return for the tendereſt endear- 
ments, and cold eſteem for undeſerved love. If 

ou svill on this occaſion let reaſon take place of 
paſſion, I doubt not but fate has in ſtore for you 
- Jome worthier object of your afjettion, in recom- 

penſe of your goodneſs to the only woman that cculd 
be inſenſible of your merit, I am, 


Sir, your moſt humble Servant, E. R. 
LETTER XLVI. 
From a Young Lady, to a Gentleman who courts 
ker, and whom ſie ſuſbects of Infidelity, 
SIR, | | 


A freedom and ſincerity with which I have 


at all times laid open my heart to you, oug it 
10 


* 


* 


S * 
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to have ſome weight in my claim, to a retrirn of the 
ſame confidence: but I have reaſon to fear, that the 
beſt men do not always att as they ought. I write 
to you what it would be impoſſible to ſpeak ; but, 
before I ſee you, I deſire you will either explain 
your condutt laſt night, or confeſs. that you have uſed 
me notas I have deſerved of you, 

It is in vain todeny that you took pains to recom- 
mend yourſelf to Miſs Peacock ; your earneſtneſs 
of diſcourſe alſo ſhewed me that you were no ſtran- 
ger to her, I deſire to know, Sir, what ſort of ac- 
quaintance you can wiſh to have with another perſon 
of character, after making me believe that you wiſh 
to be married to me. I write very plainly to you, 
becauſe I expett a plain anſwer. I am not apt to be 
ſuſpicious, but this was too particular; and I muſt 
be either blind or indifferent to overlook it. Sir, I 
am neither; though perhaps it would be better for 
me if I were one or the other. 1 am, 


Yours, Sc. 


— 
— 

_ — 
* 


„ 
Lydia to Harriot, a Lady newly married, 
My dear Harriot, 


= F thou art ſhe, but oh, how fallen, how changed, 
what an apoſtate ! how loſt to all that is gay and 
agreeable!. to be married, i find, is to be buried 

rls alive; I cannot conceive it more diſmal to be ſhut 
up in a vault to converſe with the ſhades of my an- 

ceſtors, than to be carried down to an old manor- 

ave MW houſe in the country, and confined to the conxetſa- 


K 3 tion 
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tion of a ſober huſband and an aukward chamber. 
maid. For' variety, I ſuppoſe, you may entertain 
yourſelf with Madamin her grogram'gown, the ſpouſs 
of your pariſh vicar, who has by this time, I am ſure, 
well furniſhed you with receipts for making ſalves 
and poſſets, diſtilling cordial waters, making ſyrups, 
and applying poultices. | 
Blefled ſollitude! I wiſh thee joy, my dear, of 
thy loved retirement, which indeed you would per- 
ſuade me is very agreeable, and different enough 
Jrom what I have here deſcribed : but, child, I am 
afraid thy brains are a httle diſordered with romances 
and novels. After ſix- months marriage, to hear thee 
talk of love, and paint the country ſcenes fo ſofily, 
is a little extravagant; one would think you lived the 
hives of the Sylvan deities, or roved among the walks 
of Paradiſe, like the firſt happy pair. But pray 
thee leave theſe whimſies, and come to town, in or— 
der to live and talk like other mortals. However, as 
Jam extremely intereſted in your reputation, I would 
willingly give you a little good advice, at your ft 
appearance under the charatter of a married woman: 
It is a little inſolent in me, perhaps, to adviſe a ma- 
tron; but I am ſo afraid you will make ſo filly a f- 
gure as a fond wife, that I cannot help warning you 
not to appear in any public place with your huſband, 
and never to ſaunter about St, Zames's Park toge- 
ther. If you preſume to enter the Ring in Hyde 
Park together, you are ruined for ever; nor muſt 
ou take the leaſt notice of one another at the Play- 
CG” or Opera, unleſs you would be laughed at for 
a very loviny couple moſt happily paired in the yoke 
of wedlock. I would recommend the example of an 
acquaintance of ours to your imitation; ſhie is a 
| mo 
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moſt negligent and faſhionable wife in the world; 
ſhe is hardly ever ſeen in the ſame place with her 
hnſband, and if they happen to meet, you would 
think them perfect ſtrangers. She never was heard 
to name him in his abſence, and takes care he ſhall 
not be the ſubjett of any diſconrle that ſhe has a 
ſhare in. I hope youwill propoſe this lady as a pattern, 
though I am very much afraid you will be ſo fill 

to think Porcia, Sabine, &c. Roman wives, — 6 
brighter examples. I wiſh it may never come into 
your head to imitate thoſe antiquated creatures fo far, 
| as to come into public inthe habit, as well as air, of 
| a Roman matron, You make already the entertain- 
ment of Mrs. Mod:ji's tea-table ; the ſays, ſhe al- 
. ways thought you a diſcreet perſon, and qualified to 
J manage a family with admirable prudence. She dies 
to fee what demure and ſerious airs wedlock has 
given to you; but the ſays ſhe {hall never forgive your 
choice of fo gallant a man as Bella mour, io transform 
him to a mere ſober huſband ; it was unpardonable: 
you ſce, my dear, we all envy your happineſs, and 
uo perſon more than 
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Your humble Servant, 
LyD1a. 


* — — — 
— * — — - — 


I. ET TER FLY, 

Harriot's Anſwer to the above. 
E not in pain, good Madam, for my appearance 
LI in town; I ſhall frequent no public places, or 
make any viſits where the character of a modeſt wife 
is ridiculous. As for your wild raillery on matrimo- 
PYs it is all hypocriſy ; you, and all the handſome 
27 1 young 
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young women of your acquaintance, ſhew themſelvey 
to no other purpoſe, than to gain a conqueſt over 
ſome man of worth, in order to bellow your charms 
and fortune on him. There is no indecency in the 
confeſſion; the deſign is modeſt and honourable, and 

all your affectation cannot diſguiſe it. 
I am married, and have no other concern but to 
leaſe the man I love; he is the end of every care 1 
. if I dreſs, it is for him; if I read a poem or 
play, it is to 1 myſelf for a converſation agree- 
able to his taſte: he is almoſf the end of my devo- 
tion; half my prayers are for his happineſ—I love 
to talk of him, and never hear him named but with 
leaſure and emotion. I am your friend, and wiſh 
you happineſs; but am ſorry to ſee by the air of 
your letter, that there are a ſet of woman who are 
got into the common place raillery of every thing 
that is ſober, decent, and proper. Matrimony and 
the clergy are the topics of people of little wit and no 
underſtanding. 1 own to you, I have learned of the 
vicar's wife all you tax me with: ſhe 1s a diſcreet, 
ingenious, plealant, pious woman; I wiſh the had 
the handling of you and Mrs. Modi; you wou'd 
find, if you were too free wich her, ine would make 
you bluth as much as if you had never been fine la- 
dies. The vicar, Madam, is ſa kind as to viſit my 
huſband, and his agreeable converſation has brought 
him to enjoy many ſober hours when even 1 am 
ſhut out, and my dear huſband is entertained only 
with his own thoughts. Theſe things, dear Ma- 
dam, will be laſting ſatisfactions, when the {ine la- 
dies and the coxcombs by whom they form them- 
(elves, 


ſhort deſcription of my perſon, which is ta 
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ſelves, are irreparably ridiculous, ridiculous even in 
old-age, Jam, Madam 


Your moſt humble Servaut 
HARRIOT, 


— k. 4 


LETTER XLIX. 
4 he ſollowing Letter is from an unknown = to 


a Young Gentleman, on whom fhe had unfortu- 
nately fixed her Aﬀettions ; but as ſhe never had 
it in her Power to mate any proper Impreſſions 
on him, or a better Opportunity of having her 
Inclinations ſgniſted to him, ſhe wrote as follows, 


SIX, 


1 Rely on your goodneſs to redreſs and conceal the 
misfortunes I now labour under; but oh! with 
what words {hall I declare a paſſion which I bluſh to 
own! It is now a year and a half ſince I firſt ſaw, 
and ( muſt I fay ) loved you, and ſo long 1 have 
ſtrove to forget you; but frequent fights of what I 
could not but admire, have made my endeavours 
prove vain. I dare not ſubſcribe to this letter, leſt 
it ſhould fall into hands that may poſlibly expoſe it; 
but if you, Sir, have any curioſity or deſire to know 
who 1 am, I {hall be in the Park to-morrow exactly 
at two o'clock, I cannot but be under apprehenſions, 
left you ihould come more ont of curioſiqy than com- 
palhon; but, however, that you may have ſome 
notion of me, if you do come, I will give you a 

N and 
lender, my eyes and hair dark; perhaps you will 
think me vain, when I tell you that my perſon alto- 


gether 
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gether is what the flattering world calls handſome ; þ 

and as to my fortune, I believe you will have no rea- 
* ſon to find fault with it. I doubt you will think 

ſuch a declaration as this, from a woman, ridiculons ; c 

but, if you will conſider, it is cuſtom, not nature, Q 

that makes it fo, My hand trembles ſo, while J f 

write, chat I believe you can hardly read it. 


— — —— — — — 
— — — — — — 


ET 


The Gentleman did not give himſelf the Trouble to 
meet the Lady, but took great pains to expoſe and 
ridicule her Letter, though reproved for it by 
his Acquaintance ; which coming to the Lady's 
Fnowledge, fhe ſent him the following, 


SIR, 
7 OU will the more eaſy pardon this ſecond trou- 


ble from a flighted correſpondent, when I a\- 
ſure you it ſhall be the laſt, 

A palhon like mine, violent enough to break 
through cuſtomary decorums, cannot be ſuppoſed to 
grow calm at once; but I hope I ſhall undergo no 
ſeverer trials, or cenſures, than what I have done by 
taking this opportumty of diſcharging the remains of 
a tenderneſs, which I have ſo unfortunately aud im- 
prudently indulged. I would not complain of your 
unkindneſs and want of generolity in expoſing my 
letter, becauſe the man that is ſo unworthy of a wo- 
man's love, is too inconſiderable for her reſentment ; 
but I cannot forbear aſking you, what could induce 
you to publiſh my letter, and ſo cruelly to ſport with 
the miſery of a peclou whom you know nothing oye 
worle 
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worſe of, than that ſhe had entertained too good, too 
fond an opinion of you ? 

For your own fake, I am loth to ſpeak it, but ſuch 
condutt cannot be accounted for, but from cruelty 
of mind, a vanuy of temper, and an incurable de- 
felt of 3 : but whatſoever be the reaſon, 
amidſt all my diſappointments, I cannot but think 
myſelf happy in not ſubſcribing my name ; for you 
might perhaps have thought my name a fine throphy 
to grace your triumph after the conqueſt : and how 
great my confuſion muit have been, to he m_——_ 
the ſcorn, or at leaſt to the pity of the world, I may 
oueſs from the mortifications I now feel from ſeeing 
my declarations and profe ſſions returned without 
ſucceſs, and in being convinced by the raſh experi- 
ment I have made, that my aſtettions have . 

laced without diſcretion. How unge nerous your be- 
ee hath been, I had rather you were told by the 
gentlemen (who I hear unverially condemn it) than 
torce myſelf to ſay any thing ſevere; but although 
their kind ſenſe of the affair mult yield me ſome ſa- 
tid faction under my preſent uncaſineſs, yet it furniſhes 
me with a freſh evidence of my own weaknels in 
laviſhing my eſteem upon the perſon that leaſt deſerv- 
ed it. 

I hope the event will give me reaſon not only to 
forgive, but to thank you far this ill uſage. That 
pretty face, which I have ſo often viewed with a 
mitaken admiration, I believe I ſhall be able to look 
on with an abſolute indifference; and time, I am 
ſenſible, will abundantly. convince me, that your 
ſeatures are all the poor amends which nature hath 
made you for your want of underſtandin g, and teach 

| me 
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me to conſider them only as a decent cover for the 
emptineſs and deformity within, To cut off alt 
hopes of your diſcovery who I am, if you do not 
yet know, I have taken care to convey this by a 
different hand from the formerletter, for which I am 
obliged to a frieud, on whoſe goodnels and fidelity 
I can ſafely rely. And it is my laſt requeſt, that you 
would make this letter as puplic as you have done 
the former: if you do not, there are other copies 
ready to be diſperſed ; for though I utterly deſpair 
of ever ſhewing it to yourſelf, yet I am ſure of mak- 
ing it plain to every one elſe, that you are a cox- 
comb. Adieu. 


I —— 


LET T.E-K II. 


A Letter to a Young Lady, on her going to be mar- 
ried to a rich Old Man. 


Dear Cleora, 


OU tell me that you are like to be teized by 
your friends into a match with Avarus, who 
has been hitherto your averſion. Conſider, all your 
happineſs is at flake upon this important point. Will 
ou then be iufluenced by perſuaſion, or the falſe 

glare of outward ſhow, to ſacrifice all the ſubſtantial 
enjoyments of life? Romantic notions of love are 
what you and I have diſclaimed: yet there ſhould be a 
ſufhcient flock of the belle paſſion to balance all thoſe 
Iutle anxieties which naturally ariſe in that ſtate : 
your good-ſenſe will never ſuffer your affections to 
run counter to your judgment: virtue and honour, 
and all the manly qualihcations only will attratt your 

| heart, 
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heart, Suppoſe Avarus diveſted of all his riches, 


would you debate a moment whether you would ac- 
cept of him for a huſband? It is plain then, that 
from his wealth you propoſe your happineſs ; but can 
a gay equipage, or ſplendid apartments compenſate 
the want of good ſenſe or good-nature ? O Cleora } 
you are not to be told, that inward peace of mind is 
the true and only ſource of happineſs : the good 
things of this world may improve and extend it, but 
are too weak to lay the foundation of it, This is 
ſuppoſing varus would make you miſtreſs of all his 
fortune; but a-man of his turn, and in the decline 
of life, will be afraid of furniſhing you with arms 
againſt himſelf. 

Let us conſider this affair in another light, and 
ſee whether it is not a fort, of proſtitution to marry 
the man you diſapprove, for the fake of his fortunes 
I know you ſtartle at the word; but how is ſhe, Who, 
to ſupport herſelf in preſſing want, gives up her per- 
ſon to the firit that will pay for it, more criminal 
than ſhe, who with an ealſy fortune gives herſelf up to 
the man ſhe ſecretly detells, for the fake of enjoy- 
ing more than the wants? You will not find it the 
leaſt of your uneaſineſs to quit the diverſions of life 
ior the company of one ſo diſproporuonate to you in 
age and temper, who neither knows nor can reliſh 
half your merit. Further, Avarus will carry you 
to his houſe as his purchaſe ; for he mult be fenlible 
he can have no property in you but what he has paid 
for, 

Study well your man, Where there is love, the 
duties of a wife are eaſy ; where intereſt is the only 
motive, they are little better than ſlavery. The in- 
lirmities of old-age increaſe with years: tenderneſs, . 

obedience, 
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obedience, and obſervancy are eſpecially required 
of an old man's wife, and frequently attended with 
jealouſy. 

Arm yourſelf then againſt all perſuaſions to a 
match that has nothing to arm race it, but that in 

oint of fortune it is more than you could expect. 
— doubt but you will live to be happy in a man 
who ſhall have good- ſenſe to know your worth, ge- 
neroſity to reward it, and a fortune and inclination 
to make you perfectly eaſy. 

The woman who has a competency of her own, 
makes but an ill compliment to herſelf, when ſhe 
changes her condition for ſuperfluities, if ſhe has not 
ſuperior or ſtronger motives. It is neither juſt nor 


honeſt to marry where there can be no love. Iam 
Your faithful Friend 
ESTIPHANIA, 
— * — = — 


L'E-1-:T-E RL. 


From an Aunt to her Niece, who lived uniahpily 
with her Huſband. 


Dear Sally, 

OUR father called on me yeſterday, and with 
tears gave me an account of the miſunderltand- 

ing that ſtill ſubſiſts between your huſband and you; 
which indeed I have heard before, from ſeveral of 
your neighbours, who. wich well to you both, and 
would be glad to promote your happineſs. You, I 
find, to excuſe yourſelf, rail againſt your huſband, 
which, inſtead of healing the difference, only makes 
the breach wider, and is a ſort of behaviour that I 
did not expect from your prudence ; for prudence, I 


think, 
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think, will induce a good wife to bear a little with 
her huſband's faults without railing, eſpecially if ſhe 
conſiders that both her. duty and intereſt require it. 
You ſay he is obſtinate, peeviſh and petulant. I am 
afraid he 1s, and your poor father tells me you are 
ſo too. If that be tbe caſe, and you are back deter- 
mined in the purſuit, there is an end of all happineſs, 
and it is to no purpoſe to lend you either advice or 
allftance, The beſt tempers indeed are ſometimes 
diſcompoſed, and the moſt affectionate people may 
have words; but how eaſily are thoſe things ſet to 
rights by means of a little prudence II will tell you 
a ſtory, my dear, and I beg you would tell it to your 
| huſband ; for I think it may be of ſervice to you 
both. N 
Archbiſhop Cranmer had a niece, whom he mar- 
ried to a gentleman every way her equal in point of 
family. The wedding day was ſolemnized with great 
pomp and ſplendor, after which, 5 cuſtom, 
the new married couple were left alone. Next morn- 
ly ing the good archbiſhop went into their chamber, and 
enquiring after their health, told them he had a pre- 
ſent to make them. They were impatient to know 
g what it was; but he perſiſted in concealing it till they 
in boch promiſed him never to wear it at the ſame time; 
1d- and having extorted from them that ſolemn promiſe, 
he preſented them with a foo!'s cap. 
Now, my dear. when you fee your huſband is 
l inclined to wear the cap, I would have you be pa- 
„ ient, meek and mild, give him only good words, 
nd he will throw it off again preſently ; when, if 
ou pleaſe, you may put it on, provided he will pro- 
ſ mſe you to behave in that manner. But the leſs 


ou wear it the better, and if I was you, I would not 
2 learn 


1 
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learn a bad thing even of my huſband. If you 
manage well, your prudence in time will get the bet- 
ter of his pa :{\hon, and he will acknowledge) vour ſu- 
periority of underſtanding, and be adviſed by you in 
every thing. I wiſh you happy, my dear, and am, 


Moft aſtectionately your's, J. B. 


— — 
— — 


LETT UN LI. 
From a Lady on the Point of Marriage. 
Dear Madam, 
K me ey ou know) if there can be great- 


er pleaſure Rl an that which reſults from the 
reflection of pleaſing a perſon dearer, infinitely dear- 
er to us, than ourſelves. The grateful look, the kind- 
ling glance, the expreſſive glow of tender fondneſs, 
ſilently ſhot from the thankful eye—O can there be 
a greater reward, to ſoften the 3 toll, if that 
can be called a toil, that will gladden the heart we 
love ? For this J wi read and ſtudy to enrich my 
mind, for this I will dreſs, for this 4 will plot new 
arts to pleaſe, while virtue, innocence and truth ſhall 
lead the way, and mark my path to laſting bhifs, 
What delight the diſtant proſpect beams upon my 
foul ! My Lucius my huſbaud ! my friend |! dear 
epithets . enchanting ſounds! — ſounds ſwelling 
with every thrilling joy !—O all gracious Being! 
may my abilities be Eq ual to the ardour of my ſoul! 
may the wife be lolt in the friend; the ſofi, the ten- 

der, the generous friend! 
The pleaſure I may be ſuppoſed to receive from 
thele reſolutions isextremely damped by abundance of 
intruding 
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intruding fears that daſh my joy with a mixture of 
bitternels; I tremble leſt, in the unguarded moments 
of my life, I ſhould drop the guard I reſolve to keep 
over my temper ; left 1 ſhould forget to pleaſe, or 
Joſe the power of doing it. Thoughts that are al- 
ways attended with pain. . 

You ſee what a ond unfaſhionable creature I am 

own; but as your ladyſhip has given me ſome rea- 
* to believe that you are not le, weak than your- 
ſelf, I boldly brave your ſatire; ſo that if you 
make merry with me on this occaſion, I ſhall freely 
Join 1n the 1 

My happineſs is now ſo great, that there ſeems 
nothing wanting but the conſideration of its bein 
perpetual, to render it complete: nor does my ilter's 
appear leſs exquiſite than mine; we are ſurrounded 
with every laughing _ every ſocial endearment, 
The Ae ce of our friends, the care ſſes of 


- onr 8 the tenderneſs of our lovers, and the 


pleaſing iympathy in each other's felicity, all con- 
tribute to heighten our joy; while Fe itſelf grows 
more pleaſing, by ſettling into a ſerene and moſt 
charming tranquility, Every thing is preparing for 
the ceremony that is to unite us for ever to the dear- 
eſt perſons on earth; and next 7hurjday my ſiſter 
and 1 are hailed under the title of brides, and initi- 
ated into the dignified ſtate of venerable matrons, 
And between you and I, Madam, we both heartily 
with theſe ſolemn doings over, for really they have 
ſomething terrible in them that frights at a diſtance. 
1 am your Ladyfhip's moſt ſincere Friend. 
FELICIA, 
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From a Lady, on the Pleaſures of even a Winter 
Retirement, 

Madam, 

F 15 now, indeed, the time when the town di- 

verſions ſummon the gay part of the world to quit 
their rural ſeats, and ſhine 1n the circle of the B-au 
Monde. Plays, balls, maſquerades, and operas, arc 
already begun. The country 1s almoſt as deſolate of 
inhabitants, as the trees in my forell are of leaves. 
All my acquaintance. in theſe parts, have left me 
for what they call delights more agreeable to the ſea- 
ſon ; yet I am flill here, — and what ſeems moſt 
ſtrange to you, am here by my own choice; and 
think it not the lealt of thoſe many obligations I owe 
to the love and complaiſance of my dear lord, that 
he conſenis to be a litile longer than is uſual, abſent 
from the grand council of the nation, rather than 
remove me from the felicities this receſs affords. But 
you wonder I am not eaten up with ſp:&n, or dy- 
ing with vapours, and cannot conceive how I am 
able to ſupport ſo long a deprivation of thoſe plea- 
ſures, which, though far from being an enemy to, 
I cannot help thinking you greatly over- rate; and 
charming as you paint them, and really agreeable as 
I confeſs ſome of them are, you mult pardon me, 
when | lay, they cannot, in my opinion, come in 
any competition with thoſe of retirement. Here l 
am. free from, and difincumbered with, the infincere 
civilities, —the vain ceremony, —the fantaſtic pomp, 
Which the trobleſome rank I hold in life obliges ine 
6 | iQ 


. 
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to partake of, What company, — what amuſements 
can I want, when the wide creation is ſpread out 
before me ; when the court of heaven, with all its 
glories,, opens to my view, and an uninterrupted 
tranquility aſſiſts contemplation to lift me above this 
dull earth, to travel in idea through the ztherial re- 
ions, and anticipate tlie priviledge of immortality ! 

hether the ſun appears in all his radiance, or the 

ale moon ſhines in her borrowed hght ;—whether I 
Fei the dawn, or pay my compliments to the even- 
ing Heſherus ;—whether my impatient eye wanders 
among the unnumbered ſtars, or loſes itſelf amidſt 
that galaxy of ſplendor which forms the milky way, 
my ſoul ſeems all diſſolved and looſened from its clay; 
feel myſelf, methinks, already a gueſt in the 
celeſtial abodes, and joining chorus, wuh the bleſt 
inhabuants, in praiſe and adoration of the eternal 
ſource of love, of light, and joy. 

But theſe ate raptures which I cannot at all times 
indulge, nor indeed ought I to be ſo entirely abſorbed 
in them, as to forget, that during the time appoint- 
ed for my ſtay on earth, I have duties to diſcharge 
which cannot be diſpenſed with. As I am a wife, I 
am bound to make it my ſtudy to pleate him to hom 
by love, law, and the m ſt tender obligations, 1 am 
united ; and as I am a mother, to omit nothing in 
my power to form the minds of thoſe to whom I have 
given birth, in ſuch a manner as to render them in- 
capable of doing any thing hereafter unworthy the 
dignity of a reaſonable betng. Above all things, I 
take care to inculcate into their moſl carly years, the 
knowledge that they are born for eternity ; and while 
I amuſe them with the fludy of natural philoſophy, 
turn their reflections on the ſupreme author of all 


the 
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the various and amazing produttions they behold with 
ſo much pleaſure, —1 endeavour, as much as poſſible, 
to make them leſs in love with Art than Nature, 
and to contemn all the handy- works of man, in com- 
Pariſon with thoſe of Him who made man,—to look 
on the glare of finery and equipage as the meaneſt of 
all trifles, and to conſider even beauty (though the 
giſt of heaven) as a good, which can no way coun- 
terbalance for any defett in the mind. — As the pre- 
cepts I lay down are delivered with a familiarity 
which has nothing of the air of leſſon, J have the ſa- 
tisfathon to perceive they liſten io them with more 
delight than to any thing they can hear in the nuyſery, 
This gives me cauſe to hope, that the impreſſrons 
thus early made on their hearts will not be eaſily 
eraſed. 

Thus, Madam, have I given you a faithful ac- 
count of the duties I am employed in, during my 
retirement from the great world, which, I believe, 
you will allow are ſuch as leave no time heavy on 
my hands ; and when 1 affure you, as I can do, 
with the greateſt ſincerity, that theſe fiudies make 
the ſupreme pleaſure of my fe, you will alſo ceeſc 
to wonder, that I am in no hafle to vifit a city, 
where 1t 15 utterly impolhble for mz to purſue them 
with the ſame freedom I do here, I mutt, notwith- 


flanding, ſubmit to my huſband's will, which, I am- 


juſt now informed, has fixed Tucfday next for my 
departure from this feene of true content, I bear it, 
however, with the leſs regret, as I ſhall have the ho- 
nour of congratulating Sir Thomas on the reward of 
his long faithful paſſion for the virtuous and beautiful 
Clarinda; | beg, in the mean time, you will make 


* 


we. 
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my compliments acceptable to both, and aſſure them, 
that they ſhare, with their ſiſter, in the ſincere friend- 
ſhip and eſteem of, Madam, 

Your moſt humble Servant, 


MIRA. 


EEE TL. 
To a Lady who had loſt her Beauty by the Small 


0A » 


My dear Ophelia, 

Received yours, and rejoice too much in your 

recovery, to be able to condole with you on any 
alteration your late illneſs has made in you; and, 
indeed, how great ſoever it may be, am far from 
thinking it 75; arm to be mentioned with chat con- 
cern youexpreſs.—Y ou have encountered death, and 
foiled him at one of his ſharpeſt weapons ; and if you 
received ſome ſcars, ought to look upon them rather 
as trophies of victory, than blemiſhes. —W hat if 
your complexion has loſt ſome part of its fair enamel, 
and your features are not altogether ſo delicate; the 
leſs charms your glaſs preſents you with, the more 
you will find in your cloſet ; and, e of vain 
pleaſure in contemplating the graces of your out ward 
form, you will have the greater leiſure to 1mprove 
and embelliſh thoſe which are not ſo eaſily impaired. 

Let us pretend what we will, it is the ambition of 
attratting admirers, that rer.ders beauty of ſo much 
value to all the young and gay; but, if we conſider 
ſerioully, we ſhall find that it is virtue, good-lenfe, 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and complaiſance, of which 
the girdle of Cytherza ſhould be compoſed, * 

| ne 
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- fineſt face inthe world, without them, will not ſong 


maintain its empire over the heart of a man of un- 
derllanding, as the Poet truly fays, 


* Beauty ſoon grows familiar to the eye ; 
6 Virtue alone has charms that never die.“ 


Do not think, however, that I am glad to find 
you are more on a level, than before this accident, 
with the greateſt part of our ſex : I confeſs the beau- 


ties of the perſon greatly contribute to ſet off and ren- 


der thoſe of the nd conſpicuous, and for that rea- 
fon ſhould lament extremely any defect in the one, 
if I were not certain you had enough of the other to 
ingrofs the whole attention of as many as know you; 
and that they may every day increaſe in the luſtre of 
true dignity, 1s the fincere wiſh of, my dear Ophelia, 
Yours, &c. 


=== r —— 
Dan LVL 


To a Lady on her Marriage, 


Dear Madam, 
nn could give me ſuch a ſincere delight as 


your aſt letter, wherein you acquaint me you 


are joined, by the moſt facred bands, to the accom- 


pliſhed, the tender Pfilario. May all your days be 
propitious ? May blooming joys, ever opening with 
new delight, perpetuate your felicity ! May your 
ſpouſe's aſſettion, inſtead of decreaſing with time, ri- 

n into that ſoft efleem, that tender complacency, 
which are the natural attendants of love and merit, 


and the. higheſt ſummit of all ſublunary feind la 


ſhort, may you be bound to him with all that digni- 


iy 
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ey of paſſion which is neceſſary to render him ever as 
dear to you as now; While love ſhall have the energy 
of religion, and inclination the force ofevery ſacred 
dictate! 

Do not be ſhocked at being counted a fond wife; 
you have, I am ſure, too much good-lenſe to be 
aſhamed of what muſt now not == be the eſſence 
of your happineſs, but your higheſt glory. It is your 
duty to love your huſband with unalterable affettion; 


and what is your duty, the many fine accompliſh- 


ments and the worth of Phhilario will render always 


plealing to you. Your increaſing felicity will ever. 


lenſibly promote that of, my dear Madam, 
Your affectionate and ſincere Friend, A. Gy 
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LETTERS on various Subjects of IupoR- 
TANCE and AMUSEMENT, 02z. 
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From Wives to their Huſbands, in many Si- 
tuations; From Siſters to their Brothers ; 
On Death ; On the Pleaſures of the Coun- 
try, and the Joys of the Town; Female 
CEconomy ; Hiring and Management of 
Servants; Dreſs, Balls, Aſſemblies, &c. 
&c. and of Compliment and Civility. 
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From a Lady to her Huſband, who was zealous of 
| lier. 


My dear Huſband, 
RS. V. , who kindly wrote toyou by my 
deſire, has done me the friend{hip and juſtice 
to ſend me your letter, and direfted me to make an 
apology to you in her behalf for the ſtep ſhe has ta- 
ken; but J am fo terrified, ſo amazed at che contents, 
that I know not what I do.— Speak to you, I can- 
not, but I can tell the truth in writing: and the 
truth, my dear, is this; I never {werved from my 
duty to you, in any reſpect; I never had a thought 
to your diſadvantage, nor ever did any ching wich 
deſiga 
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deſign to make you uneaſy, If my gay deportment 
diſpleaſed you, or any part of my condutt gave you 
pain, you hould have told me ſo—indeed you {ſhould 
and have prevented me from going on id a daily 
courſe of diſobliging you. Had you given me the 
leaſt hint of your uncaſineſs (and ſure it would have 
come better from you, and with leſs pain to me, than 
from any other) I ſhould have immediately changed 
my condutt; for a more reſtrained behaviour will te 
as ealy to me as this. I can judge what you fech, 
from the pain any apprehenſion of the kind would 
have given me; and I am truly unhappy in having 
been the cauſe of making you ſo. 1 12 not blame 
you, my dear, for this groundleſs ſuſpicion, (though 
it refletts on my charatter) becauſe I believe, it pro- 
ceeds from the affection you bear me; but leſt any 
mutual friends, who are often mutual enemies, ſhould 
have done me this kindneſs, I beg for your ſake, as 
well as my own, that my condutt may be brought 
to liritt and ſevere ſcrutiny ; and that you will do me 
the juilice and kindneſs, to write down every thing 
that you have heard or feen amifs in me, that I may 
have an opportunity of clearing up every doubt that 
may be fixed in your mind; for till that is done, it 
will be 1mpoſhble for us to be perfectly happy. I 
am, and ever ſhall be, 


Your farthful and truly affeftionate Wife. 


— 


„ 
To a Huſband. fr amt dying Wife, 
EFORE this can reach the beſt of huſbands and 
| the fondeſt lover, thoſe tender names will be 
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of no more concern to me. The indiſpoſition in 
which you, to obey the dictates of your honour and 
duty, left me, has increaſed upon me? and I am 
acquainted by my phyſicians I cannot live a week 
longer. At this time my ſpirits fail me; and it is 
the ardent love I have for you that carries me beyond 
my ſtrength, and enables me tell you, the molt pain- 
ful thing in the pcoſpett of death is, that I muſt part 
with you; but let at be a comfort to you, I have no 
guilt hangs upon me, nounrepented folly that retards 
me; but I paſs away my laſt hours in retlettions 
upon the happineſs we have lived in together, and in 
ſorrow that it ts ſo ſoon to have an end. This is a 
Frailty, which, I hope, is fo far from being criminal, 
that methinks there 1s a kind of piety in being ſo un- 
williug to be ſeparated from a 3 which is the in- 
{licution'of heaven, and in which we have lived ac. 
cording to its laws. As we know no more of the 
next life, but that it will be an happy one to the 
good, and miſerable to the wicked ; why may we 
not pleaſe ourſelves at leaſt to alleviate the difficulty 
of reſigning this Being, in imagining that we ſhall 
have a ſenſe of what paſſes below, and may pollibly 
be employed 1n guiding the ſteps of thoſe with whom 
we walked withinnocence when mortal? Why may 


I not hope to goon in my uſual work. and. thougn 
P 8 ) 7 7 = 


unknown to you, be aſſiſtant in all the conflicts of 


your mind? Give me leave to ſay to you, O dell of 


men! that I cannot figure to mylelt a greater hap- 

ineſs than in fuch an employment ; to be preſent 
at all the adventures to which human life is expoſed ; 
to adminiſier flumber to thy eye · lids in the agonies of 
a fever; to cover thy beloved face in the day of 
battle ; to go with thee a guardian angel, incapable 
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of wound or pain, where I have longed to attend 
thee, when a weak, a fearful woman.. Theſe, my 
dear, are the thoughts with which I warm my poor 
languid heart ; but indeed I am not capable, under 
my preſent weakneſs, of bearing the ſtrong agonies 
of mind I fall into, when I form to myſelf the grief 

ou muſl be in upon your firſt hearing of my depar- 
ture. I will not dwell upon this, becauſe your kind 
and generous heart will be but the more afflicted, the 
more the perſon for whom you lament offers you con- 


ſolation. My laſt breath will, if I am myſelf, ex- 


pire in a * pod for you. I ſhall never fee thy face 


again. arewel for ever. 


— — — . 
— — — —  — 


LEITER LIX. 
From one Sifter to another. 
Dear Siſter, 

VER fince you went to London your favourite 
acquaintance Mrs. Friendly, and myſelf, have 
thought our rural amuſements dull and inſipid, not- 
withſtanding we have the players in town, and an 
alfembly once a week. At your departure, if you 
remember, you paſſed your word to returninamonth's: 
time, but inſtead of that, it is now almoſt a quarter 
ofa year. How can you ſerve us ſo? In ſhort, if 
you keep us in ſuſpence much longer, we are deter- 
mined to follow you, and find you out, let the ex- 
pence and length of the journey be what it will. We 
hve in hopes, however, that upon the receipt of this 
notice, you will return without any farther delay, 
and prevent our taking ſuch an unmerciful' jannt. 
Your compliance with this our joint requelt will high- 
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ly oblige, not only your moſt fincere and affectionate 
triends, but 
Your ever-loving Siſter. 


— 
—— 


EN, . 

In anſwer to the foregoing. 

Dear Siſter, / di 
1 Received your ſummons, and can aſſure Mrs. 
Friendly, as well as yourlelf, that my long ſtay 
in town, notwithſtanding all the good company I 
have met with, and all the diverſions with which 1 
have been indulged, has been quite contrary to my 
*anclinations 3 and nothing but my Lady "Townly's 
abſolute commands not to leave her, ſhould have 
revented my return to you within the time propoſed. 
ou are ſenſible I have infinite obligations to her, 
and it would be ingratitude to the laſt degree not to 
comply with her injunctions. In order, however, 
to make you both ample amends for chat unealinels 
which my long abſence has given you, I ſhall uſe 
my utmoit endeavour to prevail with her lady ſhip to 
join with me in a vilit to you both in the ſpring, and 
to ſlay with you for a monch, which I hope will ef- 
face all the uneaſineſs our ſeparation has occakou- 


ed, particularly to 
Your moſt affettronate Siſter. 
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LEH. FER LAI 
Laura to Aurelia. 
3 your importunity have prevailed with 
my brother o have left me in London, you 
5 ke EY had 
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had been free from the vexation that I ſhall certain- 
ly give you, by making you the confident of all my. 
country adventures; and I hope you will relieve 
my chagrin, by telling me what the dear, bewitch- 
ing, buſy world is doing, while I am idly ſaunter- 
ing away my time in rural ſhades. How hap y are 
you, my dear Aurelia How I envy you the en- 
joy ment of dult, of crowds, and noiſe, with all the 
polite hurry of the Beau Monde 

My brother brought me hither to ſee a country 
ſeat he has lately purchaſed ; he would fain perſuade 
me it is finely ſituated, but I ſhould think it more 
knely ſituated in the Mat, or even in Cheapfede, 
than here. Indecd I hardly know where we arey 
only that it is at a dreadtul dillance from the theatre- 
royal, from the opera, from the maſquerade,” and 
every thing in this world that is worth living for, I can 
ſcarce tell you whither to direct your letters; we are 
certainly at che end of the earth, on the borders of 
the continent, the limits of the habitable globe, un- 
der the polar ſtar, among wild people and ſavages, 
L thought we ſhould never have come to the end of 
our pilgrimage 3 nor could I forbcar aſking my bro- 
ther, if we were to travel by dry land to the Antz- 
$odes ; not a mile but ſeemed ten, that carried me 
from London, the center of all my joys. The coun- 
try is my averſion: I hate trees and hedges, ſtee 
hills, and ſileut valkes : the faurilts may laugh, bug 
to me 
6 Green fields, and ſhady groves, and cryſtal ſprings, 
And larks, and niglitingales are odious things,” 

I had rather hear London cries, with the rattle of 
coaches, than ſit lillcning to the melancholy mur- 

.M 3 mur 
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mur of purling brooks, or all the wild muſic of the 
woods; the ſmell of violets gives me the hy ſterics; 
freſh air murders me; my conſlitution is not robuſt 
enough to bear it; the cooling zephyrs will fan me 
into a catarrh, if I ſtay here much longer. If theſe 
are the ſeats of the muſes, let them unenvied enjoy 
their ghttering whimftes, and converſe with the vi- 
fionary beings of their own forming. I have no 
fancy for dryads and fairies, nor the leaſt prejudice 
to human ſociety : a mere earthly beau, with an em- 
broidered coat, ſuits my taſte better than an airy lo- 
ver with his ſhining trefles and rainbow wings. 

The ſober twilight, which has employed fo man 
ſoft deſcriptions, is with me & very dull period; nor 
does the moon, (on which the poets doat ) with a} 
her ſtarry train, delight me half fo much as an aſ- 
ſembly-room iliuminate@ with wax-canclzs: this is 
what I ſhould pre fer to the glaring ſun in his meridian 
ſplendor : day-light makes me fick ; it has ſomething 
in it fo common and vulgar, that it ſcems fitter for 

eaſants to make hay in, or country lafles to ſpin 
by, than for the ufc of people of diltinction, You 
pity me, I know, dear Aurelia, in this deplorable 
tate; the whole creation is a blank to me, it is all 
joyleſs and delolate. In whatever gay images the 
mules have drefl:d theſe rultic abodes, I have not 
penetration enough to diſcover them: not the flowery 
held,. nor ſpangled ſky, the roly morn, or balmy 
evening, can recreate my thoughis: 1 am neither a 
religious nor pottcal enthuſiaſt; and without either 
of theſe Jan phe what ſhould J do in ſilent re- 
treats and penſive ſhades ? I find my ſelf little at cate 
in this abſence of the noiſy diverſions of the town; 
it is hard for me to keep up my ſpirits in leifure and 
evi reuirement 
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retirement; it makes me anxiouſly inquiſitive wha, 
will become of me when my breath flies away: death 
that ghaltly phantom, perpetually intrudes on my 
Solitade,: and ſome doleful knell from a neighbour- 
ing ſteeple, often calls upon me to ruminate on cof- 
fins and funtrals, graves and gloomy ſepulchres. As 
theſe diſmal fabje&s put me in the vapours, and make 
me ſt irt at my own ſhadow, the ſooner I come to 
town the better; and I with, my dear Aurelia, you 
would oblige me ſo far as to lay a ſcheme for my 
&Slcape. Adieu. | 


_— 


— 
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Ilie three following Letters were wrote by a young 
Lady of a good family, and v- ry genteely red, 
(but afterwards reduced ) to a Gentleman going 
abroad, under whoſe Care and Protection ſhe 
was deſirous of retiring, in the Capacity of a 


Horwfe-keeper, from tue Frowns of the World. 


LETTER LEN: 
$1 R. 


NO circumſlance is more ſhookins than that of 

being obliged to Rrangers for relief; and how- 
ever conſcious I may be of my own innocence and 
well-meaning, the preſumption of addreſling a gen- 
tleman in this manner, may be a ſufficient reaſon to 
prevent my receiving ſuch a ſhare of credit, as, were 
1 known to you, I might with jullice pretend to. I 
have had the misfortune to receive an education great- 
ly above the rank that heaven has allotted me; and 
I now, too ſoon, at the age of eighteen, have ſtrug- 
gled chrougk more diſficulties than you would chule 


{lo 


* 
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to be acquainted with; and it would but ill become 


me, to ſhock the man to whom I wiſh to be obliged. 
It is now ſome time ſince I formed the deſign to 
leave England, and withdraw myſelf from the ac- 

iaintance of thoſe that have known-me in a higher 
ſtate. I can be content in a decent retirement, and 
ſhall endeavour to do my duty 1n the ſtation I pretend 
to. Chance has diretted me to you, and it is with- 
out a bluſt (and ſurely no one ſhould be aſhamed 
of ſo innocent a boldneſs) that. I offer myſelf to at- 
tend you abroad in the quality. of a houſekeeper : my 
character and ſtory you ſhall be acquainted with ; the 
firſt will be n6 difcredit to me, and the latter may 
perhaps raiſe a WG} 4 in you, that may be ſer- 
viceable io me. If you approve my deſign, or have 
any curioſity to hear more, I would beg the favour 
of you to advertiſe. that the letter directed to Tom's 
was received, and I will then venture to trouble you 


again 


„ — 3 1 
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EBT TE EA. 
STR, 
Have ſo few obligations to the world, that I an. 
at times ſurpriſed at my ſelf to find that the ideu 
of gratitude ſhould be known to me; and yet I fee! 
a Pankfolnefs in me, for the notice you have taken 


of my (perhaps indiſcreet) application. A thouſand 
diſtracung thoughts have got the better of my judg- 
ment; and though Þ know where you live, and am 
fully convinced wat you would ſcorn to mean me an 
injury, yet a cextain prejudice of education forbids 
me to purſue what I deſigned; and L fall now ſoli- 
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eit nothing more from you than a pardon for having 
raiſed your 'expeRQation, and engaged your curioſity 
to be acquainted with a ſtory, that a womaniſh pride 
will perhaps for ever prevent being known. I Gflat- 
tered myſelf, when I wrote before, that I had been 
miſtreſs of more reſolution 3 but my fears ſtartle me, 
and I am ſo convinced ofihe ill method I have taken 
to be acquainted with you, (and ꝓour knowledge of 
the world muſt-neceuily encourage fuck {ſuſpicions 
of me) that no temptatian can now be ſuſhcient. to 
make me diſcover myſelf. I am aſhamed of what 
has happened, and ſeel a reſentment to myſelf, for 
having dared to alarm your good- nature with fears 
For an unfortunate young woman. I will flatter my- 
ſelf you feel for me; and the tenderneſs and huma- 


ity that I believe * maſter of, ſhall at leaſt be thus 


far ſatished, that 1 will heraafier, if fortune has any 
Favours to beſtow on me, give you the ſatisfaction 
.of knowing who I am, and by what accident 1 
thought of applying to you. Adieu! Te me flatte 
que te bon Dieu aura pitie de mon mnocence.; car 
Jenar jamais beaucoup fait de mat. 


— — = _——_—R—_— 
— = == 
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LET TEN LMV. 


SIX, 


| ERE V in the leaft inclined to diſcover my- 
ſelf, ſo immediate an anſwer to your alver- 

tiſement might with juſtice be eſteemed a forwardneſs ; 
but as my reſolution is fixed, it will bear a better 
interpretation, and ought to be looked on. as a de- 
cent regard for the perſon that ſeems to bear a [hare 


in my misfortunes. You may with great reaſon re- 
proach me for having drawn you into ſo idle a cor- 


reſpondence z 
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reſpondence; and the perſuaſion I have of your good - 
neſs and humanity, are to me flrong teſtimonials that 

our enquiry is not the effett of a giddy or ill-mean- 
ing curiofity, but proceeds from true principles of 
virtue, and from a defron of giving me all the aſſiſt- 
ance I can wiſh. I muſt on that neceflity firſt 
wg rn me to apply, and though 1 am determined 
to ſtop ſhort, and give a check to my. ill-judged 
ſcheme, yet I will: for. ever encourage myſelf in a 
thankfulneſs to you, and compliment my own judg- 
ment for having ſo cafily. diſcovered the perfection: 
of ſo amiable a character. My pen ſeems pleaſed 
wich the office of writing to you, and I am now pre- 
pared to run greater lengths than patience might ex- 
euſe. We are all fond of doing what is moſt plea- 
ſing to us, and it is a-flattering of my vanity in the 
ſuppolition of my having engaged your good wiſhes, 
My ſtory, which is full of a variety of ſhocking cir- 
cumſtanees and diflreſs, added to a too ſenſible feel- 
ing, has ſo furmſhed. me with expreſhons, that I 
ſhould conceive a hatred to myſelf, were I capable 
of a farther attempt to make any impreſlions on you. 
Adieu! I ſhall for ever love and honour your gene- 
rous defign, and will always have this ſhare of merit 
with you, that no aecellity. nor other unfortunate 
circumſtance ſhall again force me to give an alarm 


| Fa <p 
to your humanity, or expoſe me to my ſelf for having 


dared to raiſe your curioſity to the knowledge of that, 
which charity for every well-meaning perſon com- 


mands me to conceal, 
Vous allez VErs la reputation, Vers le credit * FE 


moi, j en revis. 
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LETT ER: ENV. 
To Cleora, on the Pleaſure of Retirement. 


Madam, 


TT is certainly better for yourſelf, and more for 
the ſecurity of mankind, that you ſhould hve in 
{ome rural abade, 'than appear in the world ; ſuch 
perſons as you are fatal to the public tran viliry, and 
do miſchief without ever deſigning it: Put I muſt 
own, when belles and beaux retire to country ſhades 


for the ſake of heavenly contemplation, the world 


will be reformed. ' A hermit's life might be tolera- 
5 e. while che ſerious hours are divided between 
{yde Park and the Qpera.; but à more diſtant re- 
_ in the full pride ef your charms and youth, 
would be very extraordinary. To be convinced by 
{0 early experience, that mankind are amuſed only 
with dreams and famailic appearances, mult pro- 
ceed from a ſuperior degree of virtue and good ſenſe. 
After a thouland conv ictions of the vanity of their 
purſuits, how few know the emphaſis of theſe few 
lines! 
« Sweet folrtude ! when bife's guy ROUT'S 6 are paſt, 
C Howe' er we range, in thee we fix at la 
* Tofs'd thro? tempeſt uous feas {the voyage o'er), 
* Pale we look back, and ble the friendly ſhores 
Our own ſtrict judges, our paſt life we ſcan, 
And at if virtue has enlarg'd the ſpan : 
* If bright the proſpedt, we the grave defy, 
$ 47 uft Fature ages, and contented die.“ 
TickELL, 


Nothing 
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Nothing, perhaps, is more terrible to the imagi- 
nation than an abſolute folitude ; yet F- muſt o]. 


ſuch a retreat, as diſengages the mind from thoſe 
intereſts and paſſions which mankind generally pur- 
ſue, appears to-me the moſt certain way of happi- 
neſs : quietly to-withdraw from the croud, and leave 
the gay and ambitions to divide the honours and plea- 
ſures of the world, without being a rival or com- 
Fe in any of theſe advantages, mull leave a per- 
cn in perfect and unenvicd repoſe, 
Without any apology, I am going to talk to my. 


ſelf; and what follows, may be properly called à. 


digte ſſion. 
Let me loſe the remembrance of this buſy world, 
and hear no more of its diſtracting tumults! Ye 
vain, grandeurs of the earth ! ye periſhing riches 
and fantaſtic pleaſures! what are your proudeſt 
| boaſts? Can you yield undecaying delights, joys 
becoming-the dignuy of reaſon, and the capacities 
of an immortal mind ? Alk the happy ſpirits above, 
at what price they value their enjoyments ; aſk 
them, if the whole creation ſhould purchaſe one 
moment's interval of their blils? No ;——one 


R W Q/ Y N &S9 6 SA „ 


on all the beauty this world can boaſt.” 

This is talking in buſkins, you will think; and, 
indeed, I may reſign crowns and ſceptres, and give 
up the grandeurs of che world, with as much imagi— 
nary triumph, as a hero might fight battles, and con- 
quer armies, in à dream. mY 

In the height of this romantic inſult, I am, 


Madam, 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant. 


LET- 


beam of ce leſtial light obſcures, and cails a reproach: 
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L'EI1-1-S:K LXVI. 


To Mrs. Rowe, on the Vanity of all ſublunary en- 
Joyments. 


EOPLE ſeem at preſent more buſily employed 

in preparing for the king's birth- day, than for 

their own laſt ; and appear to be in greater anxiety 

for a ſeat in the dancing-room, than for a ſeat in 
Paradiſe, | 

I was laſt night with ; a barge of muſic fol- 
lowed us; but in the midſt of this gaiety your let- 
ter was not the only thing that put me in mind of 
mortality : I had ſuch a violent pain in my head, 
that neither the wit of the company, the ſoftneſs of 
the muſic, nor the beauty of the evening, could 
give me any ſincere delight. If pleaſure be the 
lot of man, it muſt be in ſomething beyond the 
grave; for on this ſide, conſtant experience tells us, 
all is vanity. 

But this confeſſion has hardly any influence on 
human condutt ; for people in a high rank muſt of- 
ten att againſt their reaſon, to avoid being thought 
unfaſhionable; and for fear of being thought mad 
by the modiſh world, moll att in a manner which 
they, are ſenſible is being truly ſo, to be in vogue 
with their polite cotemporaries, | 

I cannot forbear thinking with myſelf, that if a 
Being, endued with reaſon and a capacity of judging, 
(an iuhabitant of another planet, and and an utter 
ltranger to our nature) could take a view of our 
actions, he would be at a lols what to imagine we 

| N \ were; 
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were; and had he no informer, but to judge by our 
condutt, he would certainly either imagine that we 
were a ſpecies who were infared always to live in the 
world we now inhabit; or elſe, that after enjoying 
ourſelves here as long as we could, we were to be 
inſenlible for ever, without the leaſt expectation of a 
Future judgment, puniſhment, or reward. 

You would hardly make an apology for deſiring 
me to write to you, if you knew how much pleaſure 
the injunction gives to | 

Yours unalterably, 
E. N. 


. ü wm — 
en. 


From a Lady to her Friend, on growing old. 


My dear Clio, OG 
HAVE been thinking that human underflanding 
is no leſs liable to be unhinged, than the, mecha- 

niſm of the human frame. The leaſt jar of a ſar- 
prize puis it out of tune, and one cannot preſently 

ct it into order again, We have certainly patlions 
of the mind, as well as diſeaſes of the body, which 
we arc not aware of, till ſome ſudden accident calls 
them forth; and the one are no leſs capable of ſn{- 
pending the faculties of reaſon fer a time, than the 
other are of obſtruttiug that animal fluid, to the pro- 
per circulation of which we owe our health and vi- 
gour. 


I was led into this reflection by catching myſelf 


i a folly, which I ſhall not be much aſhamed of 
7 eonſcling, fince,. on coutemplaüng ſome paſlages 
74 | £7 m 
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my obſervation ſupplies me with, I find the foible 
inherent, in a more or leſs degree, to the whole ſpe- 
cies of human kind, though few are ingenuous enough 
to acknowledge it. 

I was fitting yeſterday in my parlour window, 
looking careleſsly on the people as they paſſed ; when 
all at once a fellow abrupily preſented himſelf be- 
fore me, and cried in a hoarſe voice, “ ſpetlacles, 
Madam, fine ſpeCtacles,” and at the ſame time thruſt 
a pair of theſe noſe ſaddles within the ſaſh : you can- 
not imagine, dear Clio, how I was ſhocked; I gave 
the man a ſhort anſwer, and immediately drew down 
the window, —Good God h ſaid I to myſelf, do I 
look old enough to be ſuppoſed to want ſpettacles P 
not conſidering that it was the fellow's trade to offer 
them to every adv, and that many people younger 
than myſelf were obliged to make uſe of them. ——L 
ran however to my glaſs, and fancied I perceived 
what they call the crow's feet appearing at the cor- 
ner of my eyes.—l looked an ole! again, and 
the more I did ſo, the more I thought theſe cruel 
marks of time were viſible; and now recollettin 
that my laſt birth-day brought me into my one *. 
thirtieth year, and that a very few more of them 
would rank me among the number of the aged, I 
fell into ſuch a fit of the vapours as I had never be- 
fore known. Is not this unaccountable p. Where 
now was my underitanding ?—where my reaſon ? 
'The little {hare I have is ſuſhcient to make me know, 
that whoever lives a great while in this world mult 
grow old, and few of us there are who delire to die 
young; why was not this knowledge at hand to make 
me eaſy under the common courſe of nature ? 
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I do aſſure you I had grown two or three hours 
older, before I could bring myſelf to be reconciled 
with the apprehenſions that every moment brought 
me nearer to that ſo-much-dreaded ſtage of life; but, 
thank Heaven, I got the better of it at laſt, and 
laughed at the fooliſh part my imagination had been 
acting. 

That we all, however, have a natural averſion to 
grey hairs and wrinkles, cannot be denied; and that 
to overcome the uneaſineſs their approach inflicis, 
requires the utmoſt exertion of our reaſon; yet is not 
this an inconſiſtency, a kind of abſurdity in our ha- 
bit of thinking ?—We ridicule a thouſand leſſer fol- 
lies of mankind, yet paſs over that which more than 
all deſerves cenſure, the being aſhamed or afraid of 
attaining what all the worldas well as ourſelves would 
wilh to arrive at.—But we would hve for ever if we 
could, and yet be alway young; we would annthi- 
late the depredations of time from fificen to ſixty ; 
and even then not be content perhaps to be thought 
in our decline. 

Were old age terrible to us merely as it is the fore- 
runner of death, or as it is generally attended with 
infirmities which render life a burden, I ſhould not 
be ſo much ſurprized; but, alas! we ſee death and 
diſeaſes ſeize on youth and ſtreugth; no time of life 
is a {ecurity againſt either. Nor is it altogether the 
apprehenſions of being deprived of what ſhare of 

beauty Nature may have beſtowed upon us, thatren- 
ders it ſo alarming, ſince that alſo may be loſt by 
the ſmall-pox, and a thouſand other accidents, No, 
it is only the name, not the effects, we ſo much 
dread ; 
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dread; and I believe moſl people would rather chuſe 
deformity with youth, than comelineſs with old 
age, 

This and ſome other propenſities of the mind, 
in my 8 are ſufficient to convince any think= 
ing perſon of the impotence of human underſtanding, 
and oblige us all to own with the poet, that 


« Reaſon in man is but a twinkling lamp 
Of wand' ring life, that wakes and winks by turns; 
« Fooling the follower 'twixt ſhade and ſhining.” 


You will imagine by my being io ſerious, that I 
have not yet got over the fright the man put me into, 
and indeed I am not ſure whether I have or not; 
but, be that as it will, I have refoluton enongh to 
wiſh from the very bottom of my heart, that you and 
I may grow old in friendſhip, and that, whatever 
effect time may have upon our perſons, our minds 
may remain as now united; which will be a balence 
agaimiſt the mortiſications in the power of the old 
gentleman with the hour-glaſs, to, 


My dear Clio, 
Yours, with the moſt perfet Amity, 
| OUISA, 


LETTER LXVIIL 


Melancholy Tale of two Lovers : from Mr. Cay 
_ to Mr, E— . | 


Stanton Harcourt, Aug. 9, 1718, 
412 only news that you can expettto have from 
we here, is news from Heaven, for I am quite 
N 3 out 
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out of the world; and there is ſcarce any thing that 
can reach me except the noiſe of thunder, which 
undoubtedly you have heard too. We have read 
in old authors of high towers levelled by it to the 
ground, while the humble vallies have leaped : the 
only thing that is proof againſt it is the laurel, which, 
however, I take to be no great ſecurity to the brains 
of modern authors. But to let you ſee that the con- 

trary to this often happens, I muſt acquaint you, 
that the higheſt and molt extravagant heap of towers 
in the umverſe, which is in this neighbourhood, fland 
ſtill undefaced, while a cock of barley in our next 
held has been conſumed to aſhes, Would to God 
that this heap of bartey had been all that had periſh- 
ed ! for unhappily beneath this little ſhelter fat two 
much more conſtant lovers than ever were found in 
romance under the ſhade of a beech-tree. 70 
Hewet was a well- ſet man, of about five and twenty : 
Sarah Drew might be rather” called comely than 
beautiful, and was about the ſame age. They had 
paſſed through the various labours of the year toge- 
ther with the greateſt fatisfattion. If ſhe milked, it 
was his morning and evening care to bring the cows 
to her hand. It was but laſt fair that he bought her 
a preſent of green ſilk for her ſtraw-bat, and the poſy 
on her filver ring was of his chooling. Their Toon 
was the talk of the whole neighbourhood ; for ſcan- 
2 never aflirmed that he had any other views than 
the lawful poſſeſſion of her in marriage. It was that 
very morning that he had obtained the conſent of 
her parents, and it was but till the next week that 
they were to wait to be happy. Perhaps in the in- 
tervals of their work they were now talking of the 
"3479 5 * wedding- 
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wedding-cloaths, and 7o/n was ſuiting ſeveral ſorts 
of poppies and field flowers to her complexion, to 
chuſe her a knot for her wedding-day. hile they 
were thus buſted (it was on the laſt of July, between 
two and three in the afternoon) the clouds grew black, 
and ſuch a ftorm of lightning and thunder enſued, 
that all the labourers made the beſt of their way to 
what ſhelter the trees and hedges afforded. 
Sarah was frighted, and fell down in a ſwoon on 
a heap of barley. John, who never ſeperated from 
her, fat down by her fide, having raked together 
two or three heaps, the better to ſecure her from the 
- ftorm. Immediately there was heard fo loud a crack, 
as if Heaven had ſplit aſunder; every one was now 
ſollicitous for the ſafety of his neighbour, and called 
to one another throughout the held : no anſwer be- 
ing returned to thoſe who called to our lovers, they 
ſept to the place where they lay; they 8 
the barſey all in a ſmoke, and they eſpied this faith- 
ful pair, John with one arm about Sara/'s neck, 
and the other held over, as to ſcreen her from the 
lightning. They were {truck dead and ſtiffened in 
this 4 poſture. Sarah's left eye-brow was fin- 
ged, and there appeared a black ſpot on her breaſt; 
| her lover was all over black, but not the leaſt ſigns 
of life were found in either. Attended by their me- 
lancholy companions they were conveyed to the town, 
and the next day were interred in Stanton Harcourt 
church- yard. My Lord Harcourt, at Mr, Pope's 
and my regueſt, has cauſed a ſtone to be placed over 
them, upon condition that we furniſhed the epitaph, 
which is as follows: 
len 
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Ven Eaſtern lovers feed the fun'ral fire, 
On the ſame pile the faithful pair expure : 
Here pitying Heaven that virtue mutual found, 
And blaſted voththat it might neither wound. 

© Hearts fo fincere th' Almighty ſaw well pleas'd, 
* Sent his own light ning, and the victims ſeiz'd. 


@ . v9 


But my Lord is apprehenſive the count ople 
will not toad — and Mr. Pope "ul E 
make one with ſomething of ſcripture in it, and with 
as little of poetry as Hopkins and Sternhold, 

Yours, &c, 
The Epitaph was, 
Near this place lie the bodies of 
John Hewet and Sarah Drew, 
an induſtrious young man 
and virtuous maiden of this pariſh, 
who being at harveſt-work 
(with ſeveral others) 
were in one inſtant killed by lightning 
the laſt of Zuly, 1718. 


* — — 


LET FER EXAIX. 
From a Lady, on tlie proper Manner of conferring 


Favours. | 

My dear Niece, . 
Was tranſported with joy at the account Ma- 
tilda gave me of your generons benefattion to the 
worthy and unfortunate Mrs, R—; but my fatis- 
faction had yet been more compleat, had I received 
it fromany other mouth than that of one who had it 
{rom yourſelf.— The bountics we bellow do honour 
o 


t 
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to ourſelves, and therefore ſhould never be reported 
by ourſelves.—Nay, it behoves us to ſilence, as much 
as in our power, the gratitude of the receiver; for 
which reaſon I ſhould chuſe to convey my donations 
by an unknown hand, eſpecially if the objett of my 
compaſhon had been born and bred in a ſituation ſu- 
perior to obligations of that nature, —lt requires the 
utmolt caution and delicacy of behaviour, when we 
appear in ſuch a caſe, to avoid giving greater pain 
than pleaſure to the perſon we ſhould ſerve. An 
ungracious manner of conferring a favour deſtroys 
great part of its merit, and mingles a certain gall, 
which poiſons all the comforts it is intended to beſtow. 
An ungracious manner in offering relief to an unhap- 
py perſon of tolerable education, ſinks him in his 
own opinion, and makes him ſuſpett that he is con- 
n in the eyes of his benefactor; though ne- 
ceſlity tempts him to accept the gift, yet he is ſen- 
ſible chat there is no true compaſſion in the giver, 
and is ſhocked at being thus obliged. Indeed, fa- 
vours conferred in this manner ſcem to flow rather 
from oltentauon than charity, This is, my dear, a 
meanneſs of ſpirit which I am ſo far from ſuſpecting 
in you, that I know you utterly incapable of it: L 
am certain you endeavoured to diſſipate the confu- 
hon ſhe mult neceſſarily be involved in, by expreſ- 
ſions altogether obliging and polite; and that your 
very looks, as well as words, were fo turned, as to 
convince her that you were doing yourſelf the great- 
eſt pleaſure: all this I make not the leaſt doubt of, 
yet am a little concerned for your ſake, that you 
mentioned any thing of the aftair to Matilda, —She 
told it me ;—the may tell it to others allo, they may 

repeat 
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repeat it till it comes round to Mrs. R— herſelf; 
and then how greatly will the value of the obligation 
you have conferred, he diminiſhed !—This, indeed, 
may not happen, and hope it will not: but in things 
of this kind, where the peace of mind in a perſon 
whom we wiſh well is liable to be affetted, we ſhould 
leave nothing to chance: we are ſure of the ſecret 
while in our own boſoms, but cannot be ſo when in- 
truſted to a another; I therefore take the liberty 
which friendſhip, conſanguinity, and the experience 
of more years, entitle me to, of reminding you, that 
true generoſity requires we ſhould be ſo far from tak- 
ing any notice of the favours we confer, that we 
ought to loſe the memory of them ourſelves. There 
is nothing more common, than to hear people inveigh 
againſt the ingratitude of thoſe they have ſome way 
or other obliged ; but if we examine into the motives 
which induced them to do the good offices they ſo 
much boaſt of, perhaps we ſhould not find they had 
fo much reaſon to complain. There are man 

inſtances in which the donor deſerves little thanks 
from the receiver; but I ſhall take notice of only 
two ;—the one where we expect an implicit and eter- 
nal fubmiſhon in requital for the favours beſtowed 
and look on the perſons we have obliged as ſlaves 
purchaſed with our money ;—the other, where what 
is done, is done merely with the view of magnify ing 
ourſelves in the eyes of the world. I never hear 
of accuſations of this nature, without being put 1n 
mind of that genteel, but ſevere reprimand, Henry 
IV. of France gave to one of his generals, who 
had ſpoke too largely of the ſervices hehad render- 
ed him; which was this, | 
« Vous 
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© Vous ſauvez mes etat, j'aime a le publier : 
Mais quand je m'en ſouviens, vous devez Uoublicr.? 


I find, my dear, whoever has any other proſpett 
in the beſlowing a favour, than that of ſerving the 
perſon on whom it is beſtowed, does no favayr at all 
that demands much gratitude from the ſeceiver.— 
The att ought to be pure and ſimple, unmixed with 
any conſiderations of ſelf-gratification, farther than 
that of the pleaſure which flows in a generons ſoul on 
having the power of being ſerviceable to our fellow- 
Creatures. 

That you may always be bleſt with that power and 
inclination, 1s the wiſh and hope of, my dear mece, 
| Your truly affefttonate Aunt, 

MIRA. 


UI0=I — 


L ET T. EN LXX. 


From Mrs. Rowe to the Counteſs of Hertford. 
Written the Day before her Death. 
Madam, | | 
IT IIS is the laſt letter you will ever receive from 
me, the laſt aſſurance I ſhail give you, on 
earth, of a ſincere and ſtead faſt friendſhip; but when 
we meet again, I hope it will be in the heights of 
nmorial love and ecltacy, Mine perhaps may be 
the glad ſpirit to congratulate your ſafe arrival to the 
happy ſhores. Heaven cen witneſs how fincere my 
concern for your happineſs is: thither I have ſent 
my araent withes, that you may be ſecured from the 
flattering delufions of the world ; and, after your 
pious example has been long a bleſhng to mankind, 
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may calmly reſign your breath, and enter the con- 
fines of unmoleſted joy.— I am now taking my fare- 
wel of you here, but it is a ſhort adieu, with full 
perſuaſion that we ſhall ſoon meet again. — But oh! 
in what elevation of happineſs -In what enlarge- 
ment of mind, and what perfection of every faculiy ! 
— W hat tranſporting reflettions ſhall we make on 
the advantages of which we ſhall be eternally poſſeſ- 
ſed! — To him that loved us in his blood ſhall we 
aſcribe 1mmortal glory, dominion, and praiſe for 
ever: this is all my ſalvation, all my hope. That 
name in whom the Gentiles truſt, in whom all the 
families of the Earth are bleſſed, is now my glorious, 
my unfailing confidence. In his worth alone I ex+ 
pett to ſtand juſtified before infinite purity and juſtice. 
— How poor are my hopes, if I depended on thoſe 
works, which my vanity, or the partiality of men 
have called good ; and which, if examined by divine 
urity, would prove, perhaps, but ſpecious fins ! 
he bal actions of my life would be found defethive, 
if brought to the teſt of that unblemiſhed holineſs, in 
whoſe ſig ht zhe Heavens are not clean. Where were 
my hopes, but for a redeemer's merit and atonement? — 
How deſperate, how undone my condition !— 
With the utmoſt advantages I could boaſt, I ſhould 
ſtep back and tremble at , thoughts of appearing 
before the unblemilhed Majelly ! — Oh Fefus / 
What harmony dwells in thy name! Celeſtial joy 
and immortal life are in the ſound :—Let Angels ſet 
thee to their golden harps, let the ranſomed nations 
for ever magnify thee, What a dream 1s mortal 
life! What e are all che objects of mortal ſenſe! 
All the glories of mortality (my much beloved friend) 


Will be nothing in your view at the awful hour of 


death, 
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death, when you muſt be ſeperated from this lower 
creation, and enter on the borders of the immortal 
world. 

Something perſuades me this will be the laſt fare- 
wel in this world; Heaven forbid it ſhould be an 
everlaſting parting : may that Divine protettion, 
whoſe care | implore, keep you ſtedfaſt in the faith 
of chriſtianity, and guide your ſteps in the firifteſt 
paths of virtue. Adieu, my molt dear friend, until 
we meet in the paradiſe of God. 


tha 


LETTER LXXI. 


From Miſs Middleton to Miſs: Pemberton, giving 
her the melancholy Account of her Siſter's Death, 


Dear Mi, Pemberton, 
UST as I was ſetting out for Worcefterſhire, 


in order to follow my filter, who, you know, 
has been ſome time there, I received a Les from 
my aunt, acquainting me that ſhe was taken ill laſt 
Friday, and died in two days after.— Ves, that 
lately ſo much admired, that ſplendid beauty is now 
reduced to a cold lump of clay for ever cloſed aro 
thoſe once ſparkling eyes ;—huſhed 1s that voice that 
gave ſo much delight ;—thoſe limbs, which art has 
ranſacked to adorn, have now no other covering than 
a imple ſhroud, and in a few days will be conhned 
within the narrow compaſs of a tomb—Ah ! what 
is hife !—what all the gaudy pride of youth, of pomp, 
of grandeur !—what the vain adoration of a Hatter- 
ing world !—Deluſive pleaſures, —tleeting nothings, 
how unworthy are you of the attention of a mal 
| able 
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able being !—You know the gay manner in which 
we have always lived, and will, no doubt, be ſurpriſ- 
ed to find expreſſions of this kind fall from my pen 
but, my So Pemberton, hitherto my life has 
been a dream; but I am now, thank Heaven, awake: 
My ſiſter's fate has rouzed me from my lethargy of 
mind, made me ſee the ends for which I was created, 
and refle&t that there is no time to be loſt for their 
accompliſhment, —Who can aſſure me, that in an 
hour, a moment, I may not be as ſhe is !—Andif 
ſo, oh! how unkt, how unprepared to make my 
audit at the great tribunal !—In what a ſtrange ſlu- 
pidity have Aer fourteen or fifteen years] (for 
thoſe of my childhood are not to be reckoned.)—I 
always knew that death was the portion of mortality, 
vet never took the leaſt care to arm againſt the ter- 
rors of it. Whenever I went a little journey, I 
rovided my ſelf with all things neceſlary ; yet have 
Fs nothing ready for that long, laſt voyage I mult 
one day take into another world :—-What an infatu- 
tion to be anxious for the minuteſt requiſites for caſe 
and pleaſure, ia a dwelling where I propoſed to ſtay 
a few weeks or months, perhaps, yet wholly regard- 
leſs of what was wauting for making my felicity in 
an eternal ſituation! Reaſon, juſt kindled, ſhudders 
at the recollection of that endleſs train of follies I 
have been guilty of :—Well might the poor Berin- 
thia feel all their force ;—vain, gay unthinking as 
myſelf, I tremble at the bare imagination of thoſe 
ideas, which her laſt moments muſt inſpire, for I 
now faithfully believe with Mr. Waller, that, 
Leaving the old, both worlds at once they view, 
« Who ſtand upon the threſhold of the new. 
g | Whether 
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Whether it was the ſuddenneſs of her fate, or 4 
letter ſhe wrote to me not two hours before her death» 
I know not, that has made this alteration in me; but 
of this I am certain, that I can never enough ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs of that Divine Power, with- 
out whole aſhſ{tance it could not have been brought 
about. | 

I ſhall make no apology for this melancholy epiſ- 
tle, becauſe I am very ſenſible that whatever concern 
you may feel for my filler, it will be greatly allevia- 
ted, by finding I am becomeat laſt a reaſonable crea- 
ture. I encloſe you the letter ſhe ſent, to the end 
you may judge with what kind of ſentiments ſhe left 
this world. —Heaven has, I hope, accepted her con- 
trition, and will enable me, as you will find ſhe de- 
fires, to be more early in mine, 

Jam, dear Mis, 
| Your moſt afflicted humble Servant, 


MivDLETON. 


——_———_ 


— _— 


TER LXXII. 
Encloſed in the foregoing, 


Miſs Middleton's Letter to her Sifter, wrote a few 
Hours before her Death, advijing her not to de- 
fer making the neceſſary Preparations for Futu- 
rity, 

My dear Siſter, 

1 this can poſſibly reach you, the un- 

changing fiat will be paſſed upon me, and I 
mall be either happy or miterable for ever, None 
| 2 about 
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about me pretend to flatter me with the hopes of ſee- 
ing another morning.—Short ſpace to accompliſh 
the mighty work of eternal ſalvation I- Vet I can- 
not leave the world, without admoniſhing, —without 
conjuring you to be more early in preparing for that 
dreadful hour you are ſure not to eſcape, and know 
not how ſhorily may arrive: We have had the ſame 
ſort of education, have hved in the ſame manner, 
and though accounted very like, have reſembled each 
other more in our follies than our faces. Oh! what 
a waſte of time have we not both been guilty of ! To 
dreſs well has been our ſtudy.—Parade, equpage, 
and admiration our ambition—pleaſure our avocation, 
and the mode our God. — How often, alas! have L 
profaned, in idle chat, that ſacred name, by whoſe 
merits alone I have hopes to be forgiven! How of- 
ten have I ſat and heard his miracles and ſufferin 

ridiculed by the falſe wits of the age, without feeling 
the leaſt emotion at the blaſphemy !—Nay, how of- 
ten have I myſelt, becauſe J heard others do ſo, call- 
ed in queſtion that futurity I now go to prove, and 
am already convinced off One moment, methinks, 
I ſee the bliſsful ſeats of Paradiſe unveiled I hear 
ten thouſand myciads of myriads of celeſtial forms 
tuning their golden harps in ſongs of praiſe, to the 
unuticrable name. — The next, a ſcene all black and 
gloomy, ſpreads ulelf before me, whence iſſues 
nought but ſobs, and groans, and horrid ſhrieks.— 
My fluctuating imagination varies the proſpett, and 
involves me in a ſad uncertainty of my eternaldoom: 
on one hand beckoning angels ſmue upon me, 
while on the other, the furies ſtand prepared to ſieze 
my flecting ſoul.—Methinks 1 dare not hope, nor 


will 
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will the Reverend Dy. G ſuller me to 
deſpair he comforts me with the promiſes in holy- 
writ, which, to my ſhame, I was unacquainted with 
before, but now 1 feel them balm to my tormented 
conſcience, Dear, dear fiſter, I muſt bid you eter- 
nally adieu; I have diſcharged my duty in giving 
you this warning: O may my death, which you 
will ſhortly hear of, give it that weight I wiſh and 
pray for : you are the laſt objett of my earthly cares: 
El have now done with all below,—ſhall retire in- 
to myſelf, and devote the few moments allowed me 
to that penitence which alone can entitle me to a 
glorious immortality, I die, 
Your fincere Friend, | | 
And moſt aſtectionate and dying Siſter, 


ERINTHIA. 


— — — 
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From a Lady in the Country, to one in London. 
Dear Madam, 


I AM now I do not know how many miles diſtant 
from dear London, the ſeat of your joys, and 
muſt not expett to ſee again thoſe places of diverſion 
and gaiety, to which, alas! I have been too much 
endeared. But I begin to fancy, that in a month 
or two I ſhall be reconciled to gloomy ſhades, tall 

trees, and murmuring brooks, and all the ſylvan 
| ſcenes which ſurround me; and even ecaſe to regret 

my diſtance from the genteel entertainments of the 
gay and polite world; for if plain and ſimple nature 
can ever appear agreeable, it muſt be here, where 
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ſhe ſhows herſelf in all her beauties. What a change 
have I already undergone! I ariſe at leaſt three or 
four hours ſooner than I ever did in my life before; 
and even go to bed long before midnight. Inſtead 
of the rattling of coaches, I now hear only the ruſs- 
ling of leaves, or the warbling of birds; and inſtead 
of rich perfumes, my ſenſes are regaled with the milder 
fragrance of nature, You, I know, cannot per- 
ceive any charms in ſuch a rude retrear, fit to engage 
the attention of a fine lady. Here ate not powdered 
beaus, or gilt equipages, none of the flendid allure- 
ments with whidh ladies of your vivacity are apt to 
be captivated: bit, for my part, a natural tincture 
of gravity may pollibly make me more eaſily ſupport 
the abſence of what your gayer diſpoſition may in- 
duce you to conſider as the very eſſence of happi- 
neſs. 

Indeed, my dear Colia, one loſs which I have 
ſuſtained by my removal, is my diflance from you, 
whoſe lively ſprightly diſpoſition ſo tempered the ſe- 
rious humour of your 

Moſt fincere and aſfectionate 


CrEORA. Y 


EST TT ER LARIY: 
To a Lady, on the Deceaſe of her Huſband. 
Dear Madam, | 
1 Sincerely ſympathiſe in your affliction, and I do 
1 not wonder that the death of a perſon fo dear to 


you, ſhould damp all your ſpirits, To be forced to 


take 
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take a final leave of that form we love ; to bid a 
long adieu to the ſpirit with whom we have daily 
converſed with pleaſing intercourſe, is very. hard ; 
the ſenſible heart-{trings muſt feel the dreadful rent, 
the diſtreſsful mind is torn with anguiſh. But oh! 
Madam, why do you ſay for ever / The ſeparation 
15 not ſurely for ever ;—ſoon you will ſee him in a 
more lovely form; ſoon the well-known mind, cloath- 
ed with heavenly radiance, will congratulate your 
arrival on the bliſsful ſhore. —W hy do you complain 
that now he is a lifeleſs lump of clay? Miſtake not; 
he is all bliſs and active ſpirit, Thoſe ſhining vir- 
tues, which, while you enumerate them, ſeem to add 
to your grief, and which you tell me will ever renew 

our ſorrow, ought to be the pleaſing ſource of joy, 

hough you lament his loſs, lament not his exalta- 
tion, nor derive your tears from the very ſubjett of 
his felicity ; he is in the land of virtue, its native 
clime. How often do you fepeat the words * 
dear man, and dwell on ſounds expreſſive only of 
pity! Pity, Madam, is not for angels; it is you 
alone who are the ſufferer, O could you but be 
ſenſible of his- happineſo, ecſtacy and tranſportin 
rapture would dry up Four tears. Would you wi 
him back ? Would you have him, to pleaſe you, 
leave the ſeats of bliſs, and exchange the regions of 
unfading felicity, for a world of ſin, tranſient haps 
pineſs, intermingled with pain and trouble? No; 
this you cannot wiſh, 

O my dear Madam! recollett yourſelf, and, fill- 
ed with a generous and refined devotion, repoſe your 
mind on God; and endeavour to loſe the ſenſe of 
your own private apparent loſs, in the delightful 

1 conte mplatiaus 
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contemplations of his tranſcendant goodneſs, Repoſe 
yourſelf on his ſovereign will, whoſe determinations 
are always ſafeſt, wiſeſt, beſt : let every dewy tear 
be wiped away, by the happineſs of him you loved : 
love him ſtill, but be diſintereſted in your affeQtion 
imitate and rejoice in his virtues; and while you 
dwell with pleaſure on his felicity, anticipate your 
own. Wich the moſt tender ſympathy and com- 
miſſeration, believe me to be, dear Madam, 
Your moſt aſfecttaunate Friend, 
Saran Wiftiis, 
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MESSAGES by CARDS. 


» CARD) bo 
RS. Jones's compliments to Miſs Butler, 
hopes ſhe ſhall have the pleaſure to hear the 
is not engaged for an hour this morning. Mrs. Al- 
en has ordered the coach at twelve for an airing 
through Hyde Park and the King's Road, and if 
Miſs Butler will give her leave, will take her up at 
a quarter after. Nothing can add more to the en- 
zoyment of ſuch a morning than her company, 


Money, Ten o'clock. 
CARD II. 


Mrs. Shaw does herſelf the honor to ſend her 
compliments to Miſs Burnett, Hopes ſhe is very 
well; and flatters herſelf that ſhe has good - nature 
enough to pardon this impertinence. She begs to be 
ovored with the pattern of the Vandyke handker- 
2h: which Miſs Burnett had on the other night at 
Hickford's. Mrs. Shaw does not imagine this will 
ſit upon any other neck as it does on Miſs Burnett's ; 
but the is ambitious to appear like what is agreeable, 
if ſhe cannot arrive at 2 thing itſelf; to which in- 
deed ſhe has no pretenſions. | 


Wedneſday Morning. CARD 


F 
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Miſs Burnett's compliments to the obliging Mrs, 
Shaw. She has ſent her the patterns of three Van- 
dykes, That with the collar is what ſhe had on at 
Hickford's ; but ſhe thinks the fringed one is prettier, 
As there is ſomething particular in the way of cutting 

them out, Miſs Burnett fends her ſervant with the 

patterns, Whoſe aſſiſtance ſhe begs Mrs, Shaw will 
accept ; and believe that ſhe underſtands this requeſi 
as the 2 compliment. 


Friday. 


r 


CARD IV. 


Mr. and Mrs. Singleton's compliments to Miſs WW.. 
Williams : they hope to have the pleaſure of her K 
company to the aſſembly. A corner ot their coach 
is at her ſervice, and they beg leave to waiton her 
at ſix. 

Tueſday Morning. 


CARD V. 


Mifs William's compliments to the obliging Mr. 
and Mrs. Singleton. She 1s truly ſenſible of the 
honor they intend her, and will do herſelf the pleaſure 
to wait on them at the ume propoſed, 

Tueſday Noon, ; 
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MESSAGES BY CARDS. 167 
CARD VI. 


Mrs. Savage is ſorry there ſhould happen any*oc- 
caſion of her 5 Mifs Knightly with a card, 
but ſhe has forgotten the direction of Mrs, Ekins, 
from whom ſhe borrowed ſome books which ſhe is 
deſirous to return. She begs M Knightly's par- 
don for this meſſage, and for the trouble ſhe has gi- 
ven in leaving two or three cards at her door, and 
promiſes to be no farther impertinent. 


CARD VII. 


Miſs Knightly ſends her compliments to Mrs. 
Savage, and begs ſhe will beheve that ſhe' is moſt 
extremely concerned to have received a card from 
her with ſo much reſentment. Mis Knightly will 
not add to the cauſe of her diſpleaſure ſo much as to 
ſuppoſe that it is without foundation ; but whatever 
may have bden her fault, ſhe does moſt ſeriouſly and 
truly allure Mrs Savage it was not intended diſre- 
ſpect. Mis Ruiglely will wait on Mrs. Savage 
to-morrow morning to beg pardon, and a continua- 
tion of an acquaintance Which has been always very 
dear to her. 


CARD VIII. 


Mrs. Bowden's compliments to Mr. Price. She 
has a party for cards to-morrow, about four tables ; 
and cannot think of ſuch an evening, without ſetting 
him down as one of the party, Hopes be is not 


engaged, 8 | 
enges CARD 


168 MESSAGES BY CARDS. 
CARD IX, 


Mrs. Jones's compliments wait upon dear Wye 
Hall, but ſhe has given orders that ſhe ſhall not be 
diſturbed, If Mis Hall is up, ſhe would be glad 
to hear that {ſhe found no inconvenience from the 
late hour to which Mrs. Jones's fondneſs of her 
company. kept her. If ſhe has a head-ach from the 
time, or a cold from the going home, Mrs. Fones 
will not eaſily forgive herſelf ; if not, ſhe begs Miſs 
ag will pardon * for the preſſing her to ſtay fo 
ate, 


Wedneſday, Two o'clock. 
CARD X. 


The bride and bridegroom dine with Mrs. Jones 
to-morrow, and they join with her in ſoliciting the 
favor of Mrs. Thompſon's good company, as the 
only thing that can add to their happineſs. None 
of your ſecond-hand apologies, pray now; for, in- 
deed, my Dear, you mult come, We are to be ve- 
ry merry. 


Saturday Noon 


e END. 
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BOOKS 
Lately Publiſhed by 7. ROACH. 


RusstL-CourT, DruRY-LaNE : 


And ſold by all the Bookſellers in Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


THE MAJESTY OF DARKNESS 
DISCOVERE D; 


In a ſeries of Tremendous Tales, Myſterious, 
| Fenin and Entertaining, of Apparitions, 

itches, Augers, Magicians, Dreams, Viſions, and 
Revelations, in confirmation of a Future State, and 
the ſuperintendency of a Divine Providence, by the 
agency of Spirits and Angels, By MALCOLM 
MACLEOD, D. D. With the Prophecy of 
Pedan ; or, the Caledonian Apocalypſe of the laſt 
Century, ſublimely adumbrating the awful Events 
which now amaze and alarm all Europe, 


| | — 


The SCIENCE OF LOVE; or the Whole 
ART OF COURTSHIP ; made familiar to every 
capacity. Containing Love-letters, Pleaſing Con- 
verſations, Poems, and Songs; to which is added, 
AN APPENDIX : Inſtructing Perſons of both 
Sexes in the Choice of X COMPANION FOR 
LIFE. Ornamented with a beautiful engraved 
Title Page and e FIO One Shilling. 


BOOKS lately Publiſhed by J. ROACH, 


The LONDON POCKET PILOT, Or, 
Stranger's Guide through the Metropolis: by the 
direttions of which, all the advantages of this great 
city are poſitively ſecured, and every avoidable in- 
convenience aud misfortune as politively prevented, 
— In which the Nobleman, Gentleman, 38 
Tradeſman, and Mechanic, will find neceſſary ad- 
vice and admonition, and by the peruſal of which, 
mankind in general will be benefited. Embelliſhed 
with a beautiful Frontiſpiece; alſo an engraved title 


page and Viguette.— Price One Shilling. 


amn 


The ROYAL JESTER ; or, PRINCE's 
CABINET OF WIT; Containing all the Bon 
Mots, Witticiſms, Repartees, Bulls, and Humbugs, 
that have been uttered by the greateſt Wits of 8 
preſent Century; calculated to rouſe the torpid mind, 
enliven the ſickly fancy, ſtrengthen the cheerful ima- 
gination, and infuſe general good humour through 
all ranks. —Embelliſhed with a beautiful Repreſen- 
tanon of the Royal Brothers, Comparing the Me- 


its of Mrs. Goodall, and Mrs. Jordan in Breechcs, 


Price One Shlulling. 
I ———— 


Mrs. CROUCH's FAVOURITE POCKET 
COMPANION, Containing the moſt elegant and 
wittieſt Songs in Vogue, with a Collettion of new 
Toaſts and Sentiments, adorned with a beautiful Re- 
reſentation of that Lady ſinging and playing on the 
arp—Price Sixpence. ! | 
FR , 


8 


— . Lt 


BOOKS lately Publiſhed by 7. ROA H. 


The WHIM OF THE DAY, For 1790, 
Containing a Selection of the choiceſt and moſt ap- 


proved Songs, now ſinging at the Theatres Royal, 


the Anacreontic Society, the Beef Steak Club, &c. . 


including the Songs of the Haunted Tower, Battle 


of Hexham, and Iſland of St. Margnerite—Em- 


belliſhed with a beautiful Repreſentation of Mr, Kel- 
ly and Mrs. Crouch, as Lord William and Eleanor, 
in the Comic Opera of the Haunted Tower. 

Price One Shilling, | 
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The WHIM OF THE DAY, For 179 


Containing an coping e ogy of the choiceſt 
Songs now ſinging at the Theatres Royal, Anacre- 
ontic Society, the Beef Steak Club, &c. including 
the moſt favourite Airs of the Siege of Belgrade, the 
Woodman, No _ No Supper, the Spoil'd Child, 
the Farmer. the Dottor and Apothecary, Inkle and 
Yarico, &c.—Embelliſhed with a beautiful Repre- 
ſentation of Mr. Banniſter jun. and Signora Storace 


as Leopold and Lilla, in the Siege of Belgrade, — 


Price One Shilling. ++ i 


POOR JACK, or the True and Authentic 
LIFE and ADVENTURES of Lieutenant Join 
Trueman including the Story of his Friend Chriſ- 
topher Horam, the Indian Governor, and Embel- 
liſhed with a moſt beautiful Repreſentation of Poor 
2 affecting ſeparation from his virtuous and be- 
oved Polly. Price 25 Shilling. 

- ; 


BOOKS lately Publifhed by 7. ROACH. 
The WHIM OF THE DAY, For 1792, 


Containing a Selection of the choiceſt and moſt ap- 

roved Songs, now ſinging at the Theatres Royal, 
Anacreontic Society, the Beef Steak Club, &c. 
including the moſt favourite Songs in the Surrender 
of Calaiz, the Cottage Maid, the Kentiſh Barons, 
the Cave of Trophonius, Oſcar and Malvina, &c. 
Embelliſhed with a beautiful Repreſentation of Mr. 
Banniſter jun. and Mrs. Bland, in the Surrender of 
Calais. Price One Shilling. 


— —— — — — 


The WHIM OF THE DAY, For 1793, 
Containing an entertaining Selection of the choiceſt 
and moſt approved Songs, now ſinging at the Thea- 
tres Royal, Anacreontic Society, the Beef Steak 
Club, &c. &c. Embelliſhed with a beautiful Re- 
558 of Mr. Courtney, playing on the 
Union Pipes, in the favourite Pantomime of Oſcar 
and Malvina.—Alſo, A beautiful engraved Title 
Page and Vignette, deſcriptive of the Reel of Tul- 
lachgorum. Price One Shilling. 


rr 


A FORTNIGHT's RAM BLE THROUGH 
LONDON, &c. Or a Complete Diſplay of all 
the CHEATS and FRAUDS, prattiſed in that 

reat Metropolis; With the beſt Methods for clu- 

> 2a them; being a pleaſing Narrative of the Ad- 

ventures of a Farmer's Son; publiſhed at his requeſt, 

for the Benefit of his Country, Ornamented with 

a beautiful engraved Title Page and Vignette,» 
Price One Shilling, 


% 


BOOKS lately Publiſhed by 7. ROACH. 


EVERY LADY's OWN VALENTINE 
WRITER ; in Proſe and Verſe. —- Embelliſhed 
with a beautiful * 199 ey of Miſs Griſt, and 


Mrs. Harlowe as Sophia and Jenny, in the Road 
to Ruin.—Price Siæhence. 


The woodbine 2 and turtle dove, 
Are types of chaſte and faithful love. 
An: ! -were ſuch peace and truth but mine: 
I'd gladly be your Valentine / 
* * To be continued Annually, 


— we D r 


EDWIN's JESTS, Humours, Frolics, and 
Bon Mots. Containing all the Good Things he has 
ſaid and done in his whole Life: being the richeſt 
and beſt Mental Feaſt, ever offered to the Public. 
Interſperſed with many occaſional Traits of ſeveral 
eminent Perſons, in England and in Ireland... 

Price & i pence, 
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Mrs. KEMBLE's THEATRICAL COM- 
PANION. Being a ſelect Collettion of the 
choiceſt and moſt approved Songs, now ſinging at the 
Theatres Royal, and other Convivial and Polite 
Aſlemblies, including thoſe ſung in Inkle and Va- 
rico, the Woodman, the Siege of Belgrade, No 
Song No Supper, Rolina, the Farmer, Bott and 
Apothecary, and the Spoil'd Child, &c. &c. Em- 
belliſhed with a beautiful Repreſentation of Mr, 
Palmer and Mrs, Kemble, as Inkle and Yarico, 

i Price Stxpence, 
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BOOKS lately Publiſhed by J. ROACH. 


A New Edition Improved, 

The ROYAL TOAST MASTER; Con- 
taining many thouſands of the beſt Toaſts, Old and 
New, to give brilliancy to Mirth, and make the Joys 
of the Glaſs ſupremely agreeable, Alfo the Sea- 
man's Bottle Companion; being a Selettion of ex- 
quiſite modern Sea Songs, — Embelliſhed with a 
beautiful Repreſentation of the Royal Sailor, &c. 

Price Sixpence. 


The MEMOIRS of GEORGE BARRING- 
TON; Containing every remarkable circumſtance, 
from his birth to the preſent time, including the fol- 
lowing trials, —For robbing Mrs. Dudman, Eliza- 
beth CS returning from tranſportation, 
robbing Sir G, Webſter, Mr. Bagſhaw, Mr. Le 
Meſurier, for outlawry, for robbing Mr. Townſend. 
With the whole of his Celebrated Speeches, taken 
from the records of the King's Bench, Old Bailey. 
| Price One Shilling. a 


The COVENT GARDEN IESTER; or, 
Lady's and Gentlemens' Treaſure of Wit, Humour, 
and Amuſement ; containing a very great variety of 
Bon Mots, Witty Sayings, and Humorous Jeſs, 
being the moſt excellent Collettion ever yet publiſh - 
ed in the Engliſh Language. By the Cart Funj- 
borough, Price Sixpence, 


BOOKS lately Publiſhed by J. ROACH. 


The SCHOOL OF ROSCIUS; Or, Thea- 
trical Orator. Containing a ſelect Collettonof all 
the modern PROLOGUES and EPILOGUES, 
ſpoken at the Theatres Royal, &c. 

With a Preface on Oratory and Acting. 

Embelliſhed with a ſuperb Frontiſpiece of Mrs, 
Mattocks, as Widow Warren, in the Road to Ruin; 
alſo an Engraved Title Page, and Vignette, with 
a beautiful Repreſentation of Mr. Holman, and 
Mrs, Merry, as Flarry Dornton and Sophia, —— 
Price One Shilling. 


— — — 


The SPORTSMAN's EVENING BRUSH; 
conſiſting of the beſt and moſt approved Songs of 
the Chace, Ancient and Modern, calculated to give 
ſporting a Leſt, and enhance the Delights of Con- 
viviality, moſt of them Written by the greateft Wits 
of the laſt and preſent Centuries. To which is ad- 
ded, The Sportſman's "Toaſt Aſſiſtant; or, Preſi- 
dents Sentimental Guide, Embellithed with a beau- 
tiful Repreſentation of the Royal Sportſman, at the 
Convivial Board. celebrating the Joys of the Chace, 


Pruce One Shilling 
nnn 


The DOUBLE PERPLEXITY, or Myſle- 
rious Marrizges;z. A Dramatic Piece; to which is 
prehxed a lively engraving pittureſque of one of the 

molt interelling Scencs. Price Stxpence, 


BOOKS lately Publiſhed by F. ROACH, 


EVERY LADY's OWN FORTUNE TEL. 
TER; or, an Infallible Guide to the hidden De- 
crees of Fate, being a new and regular Syſtem for 
foretelling Future Events, by Aſtrology, Phy ſiog- 
nomy, Palmiſtry, Moles, Cards and Dreams.— 
Embelliſhed with a beautiful Repreſentation of Mrs, 
Williams of Store Street, informing Lady S | 
of future events.-Alſo an engraved Title Page and 


Vignette, Price One Shilling. 


The CABINET OF LOVE. Containing a 
Collettion of the moſt affecting Anecdotes of People 
renowned for their Virtues or their Vices, by Per- 
ſons eminent in the World of Literature. Price 


One Shilling. 


nant r 


The Second Edition, with large Additions. 
JACK SPRITSAIL's FROLIC : or, the 


Sailor's Humourous Cruize, in the Latitude of 
London ; containing his high-ſeaſoned Adventures 
at the Dog and Duck, Gig Shop, Sadler's Wells, 
the Theatres, Taverns, Tea Gardens, &c. To 
which are added Jack Spritſail's Flowing Cann: 
being a Collettion ef the choiceſt Sea Songs, and 
embelliſhed with a beautiful Repreſentation of 7ack 
Spritfail and his Nancy, on a Cruize.— Price 
dia ence. | 22 


BOOKS lately Publiſhed by J. ROACH 


The AMOROUS JESTER; or, Rambler's 


Univerſal Library of Fun, Frolic, Pleaſure, and 
Entertainment; being a Collection of Jeſts and 
Humours, that cannot fail to purge Spleen, diſſipate 
Melancholy, expand Hilarity, and fill the breaſt 
with moſt exquiſite Jollity. By Henry Ranger, 


Author of a thouſand Good Things. Price Sixpence. 
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The CABINET of FANCY, Or, Bon Ton 
of the Day; A Whimſical, Comical, Friendly, 
| Agreeable Compolition, ſuitable to amuſe Morning, 
Noon, and Night. Ornamented with a beautiful 
Repreſentation of Lady L-——le—'s Whim, or 
the Naughty Boy in the Dump Written and 
— by Timothy Tickle Pitcher. 


1 


The NEW TEA-TABLE MISCELLANY; 
Conſiſting chiefly of Caledonian Songs; ornament- 
ed with a ſuperb likeneſs of Mrs. Martyr, 

Price Stxpence. 


—— 
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The NEW THESPIAN ORACLE; Con- 


taining . e Strictures on Oratory and Acting. 


and a collection of all the Prologue ſpoken at the 
Theatres Royal, &c. Embelliſhed with a Repre- 
ſentation of a Modern Comic Attor, Price Sixpence. 
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BOOKS lately Publifhed by F. ROACH, 
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7? 11 E 
BEAUTIES OF MODERN POETS; 
Nos. I. II. and III. 
No. I. Contains, 


EVENING REFLECTIONS, written in Neſt- 
minſter Abbey ; to which are added, Night Thoughts 
among the Tombs. By the Rev. Mr, M. 
wall ; the GRAVE; by R. Blair; and GRAY's 
ELEGY, in a Country Church-yard ; with occ a- 
honal Notes and Illuſtrations. By the Author of 
SoliTarRy WaALKks. Ornamented with a beauti- 


ful Engraved Title Page, and Vignette. Price 
Siæpence. 


No. II. Contains, 


The PLEASURES and PURSUITS of Human 
Life. By A. POPE, Es g. EDWIN and ANGE- 
LINA. By Dr. Goldſmith. The TRAVELLER, 
or a_Proſpett of Society, by Do. EVEN ING Co- 
TEMPLATIONS in a College, imitated from Gray's 


Elegy; with Notes and Illuſtrations. By the Author 


of SoiitTary WAIES. Ornamented with a beauti- 


ful Engraved Title Page, and Vignette. Price 
Siæpence. 
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BOOKS lately Publiſhed by 7. ROACH. 


No. III. Contains, 


The DESERTED VILLAGE, by Oliver 
Goldſmith. The HERMIT, by Dr. Parnell. 
An addreſs to Meditation, written on the Sea-ſhore, 
by Moonlight, by Mrs. Carter, With occaſional 
Notes and Illuſtrations, by the Author of Solitary 
Walks. Price SLXPences 


